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In making the above adjustments to our governance, we 
strive to strengthen the ministries we do together:
CommonWord: Your centre for congregational resources 
is celebrating 10 years of serving churches as your national 
bookstore and resource centre! Arlyn Friesen Epp also 
reports on special activities as Mennonites prepare to 
celebrate 500 years of Anabaptism in 2025.
International Witness: Whether at home or abroad, we 
strive to cultivate the gifts an intercultural church offers. 
Learn more about how that’s happening in Jeanette 
Hanson’s report.
Indigenous Relations: Reconciliation is a long word that 
describes a long journey. Jonathan Neufeld’s report 
brings us healing initiatives with intriguing names like the 
Secret Treaty, the Strawberry Communion, and more in 
his report.
Climate Action: Sandy Plett shares survey results that 
show congregations are deeply and biblically rooted in 
the ethics of social justice and stewarding our resources. 
However, we need to better understand how social justice 
and creation care connect with how we care for our 
neighbours.
Leadership Ministries: Top of mind for Al Rempel is his 
work with Regional Churches to equip and grow those who 
are called to congregational ministry. In his report, learn 
about financial assistance to pastors and congregational 
leaders wishing to grow their skill set and a policy update 
that will interest all church leaders.
Please read the ministry report summaries <commonword.
ca/go/4185>, and engage MC Canada staff with any 
questions you have. 
Thank you for your companionship as together we seek to 
be People of God!
Doug Klassen
Executive Minister
dklassen@mennonitechurch.ca

Every day, some aspect of Mennonite Church Canada 
inspires me! 
One day it might be an email that I receive from one of 
our International Witness workers. Another day it is a 
discussion that we have in a staff meeting, or connecting 
with the Regional Church executive ministers. 
An inspirational highlight I can count on is when I join one 
of our 203 congregations for worship. Whether I am in a 
congregation of 13 or 300, God is present and the Holy 
Spirit moves among us. 
Annual visits to a dozen or so congregations and 
meeting Regional Church colleagues remind me of who 
MC Canada aims to serve. In the 2017 restructuring 
process, congregations were the centre of our attention, 
and leaders re-shaped our governance structures at 
the national and regional levels to support these local 
communities.
Since 2017, it has become clear that some early communal 
expectations of looking to congregations and regional 
churches for select expertise created unprecedented 
challenges. For example, it has been a struggle for 
congregations and regional churches to effectively speak 
into matters of nationwide programming and binational 
and global partnerships.
This past year the “Group of 5” – an ad hoc committee 
of the Joint Council – made recommendations to address 
our challenges. Here are a few of them: 
•	 The Joint Council gave MC Canada staff more 

freedom to navigate national, binational, and global 
partnerships. 

•	 Additionally, the Joint Council  decided to reintroduce 
congregational representation at nationwide 
Gatherings (formerly Assemblies). This will take effect 
at Gathering 2025 in Kitchener (July 2-5). 

•	 MC Canada will coordinate and lead revenue 
generation efforts to provide congregations, Regional 
Churches, and Nationwide Church with coordinated 
approaches to raising needed funds for ministry. 
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