Formation Committee Report 2024

We look back on 2024 with gratitude. AMC continues to have a core group of ten children and
youth regularly attending the “AMC kids” events, usually taking place Sunday morning before
the worship service. We have not been using a specific curriculum, but working with the
volunteers’ ideas and directions. It is challenging to engage youth from grade 1 through grade
12, but we hope they all know they are an important part of our AMC community.

On Shrove Tuesday, Feb 13, we offered a pancake supper for the congregation, which had a
pleasant, but small attendance. (Perhaps because it was only two days after AMC lunch & AGM.)

It had been many years since AMC had a “Retreat weekend” and it was great to have 22 people
attend Camp Koinonia on March 8-10. Seventeen of those that opted to stay in town gathered
at church that Sunday for a time of fellowship.

In spring a book study group started meeting on Sunday morning. The book: “So we and our
children may live. Following Jesus in confronting the climate crisis” by Sarah Augustine & Sheri
Hostetler. This definitively was a challenging read looking at how we live in a world of constant
extraction and consumption.

AMC kids met most Sunday mornings. The whole group would meet with Margruite (Bible verse
& lesson) and then the following week split senior youth with Erika, young youth baking muffins
and preparing the coffee cart with a volunteer. The kids also planted flowers and seedling on the
south side of the church.

Church picnic was held in Ash Park on June 2", It was a windy and cool day with a smaller turn
out. Erika and Andrea lead the worship service and a lunch was shared. It is always nice to be
together!

Many of our young people participated in Camp this summer. Two youth and Erika also went to
Matheson Island as part of a joint venture with Altona Bergthaler Church in late July. Many
thanks to the generous anonymous donor for paying camp fees.

Come fall, the book study group resumed meeting. The book: “How the Bible actually works” by
Peter Enns. Good conversations and discussions on how we understand the Bible. AMC kids also
resumed in fall; working with a Bible verse project based on 1 Corinthians 13 with Margruite.
Both groups gathered together for breakfast on the first Sunday of advent.

During the past year Julia has served as our librarian and created a library space in the foyer.
This is more accessible and allow new books to be featured and regularly curated. Thank you for
your time and energy on this Julia.

We look forward to 2025 as we continue to plan, serve and provide meaningful, community
building times for all at Altona Mennonite. Thank you for your support and participation.

On behalf of the AMC formation committee,
Andrea Hildebrand, Margruite Krahn, Julia Thiessen.



