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Another year is in the books!

There have been many highlights as I reflect back over the past year in the life of our
congregation. We had a church retreat at Camp Koinonia last winter, during which we enjoyed
incredible weather, delicious food, the splendour of the outdoors, and a good balance of
relaxation and fun! Most of all it was nice to spend that time together.

Another highlight was having Kirby Nelson come to AMC last spring to share some of the
Midewiwin teachings with us. Kirby oversees the leadership of the Midewiwin Lodge at Roseau
River Anishinaabe First Nation. It was interesting to learn about all that we share in common,
and to hear about some of the gifts of the Midewiwin way of life and spirituality.

In June I had the great privilege of planning and speaking at the Pembina Valley Pride
weekend’s worship service here in Altona. It was an absolute delight to work with Jaime Friesen
Pankratz (Altona United Church) again in bringing to life a meaningful time of worship that
celebrates the rainbow community and embraces God’s love in all colours, shapes, and forms.
Loren and Lori Hiebert led the music at this service.

In the summer I spent two weeks working away from the church: one up at Matheson Island
where a growing partnership with Altona Bergthaler Church saw our youth work together to host
a week of church (day) camp for the kids on the island, and another week as camp pastor at
Koinonia. Both camp weeks meant long, full and lively days! The church is in good hands, and
there is much joy that comes from spending time with the youth as they grow in faith, live into
community, and develop leadership skills to serve the church.

In fall we experienced perhaps the greatest highlight — the celebration of baptism! We witnessed
Kaylee Franz and Nolan Franz take this important step in their faith journeys, and welcomed
them enthusiastically into congregational membership. Our celebrating included poolside
communion on the front churchyard, and it was a most joyous morning for everyone!

Another fall highlight was being able to attend MCC’s We Are All Treaty People event at the
Forks with our AMC Kids. It was a meaningful and memorable celebration of our shared lives,
land, and commitment to seeking truth and reconciliation. The Water and Pipe Ceremony was an
especially formative experience that started our day by acknowledging the gifts of Creator.

Over the course of the fall, our worship focused on the challenges of community in our time and
place — facing differences, divisiveness and polarity while following Christ. We were challenged
and encouraged, as guest speakers Dorothy Fontaine (Mennonite Church Manitoba), Will Braun
(Canadian Mennonite), and Marta Bunnett-Wiebe (MCC) each contributed to this theme in their
own way, while also reminding us of the wider church’s presence and gifts.



And, of course, the Advent and Christmas season was a highlight. Hearing the soaring voices of
everyone joined together on Christmas Eve at our (very full) candlelight service was simply
incredible. What a beautiful way to welcome the Christ child once again!

In May of last year we said a difficult goodbye as we laid to rest our beloved friend and sister,
Marlene Plett. We give thanks for her life, and all that she meant to our church family. And how
good it was to celebrate her 90" birthday together last spring!

I was asked to be involved in another funeral, for a young Indigenous man, last summer. The
family wanted the service to reflect both Christian and Indigenous traditions. I had the honour of
attending the wake throughout the week, which included evening teachings by an elder each
night. It was an intense experience, but I am thankful for and value all that I learned and the new
relationships that were formed.

Other activities I had involvement in outside of our church building include: regularly leading a
Cooking Group at TCE; attending WrapAround meetings as a community support person;
leading chapel services at Eastview, the Gardens Apartments, and MCI (where I spent a
considerable amount of energy over the fall); planning and hosting the launch of The Secret
Treaty with a small group; continuing to be an active member of the local working group Steps
Toward Reconciliation; regularly connecting with the MCM Southern Cluster group and the
YMEF (collegial support groups for pastors within MCM); performing a wedding ceremony for a
lovely young couple in our community who had been denied this request somewhere else;
occasional trips to connect with the Matheson Island community for worship and fellowship;
regular visits to the personal care home and hospital (and home visits, too!); joining the Camp
Committee (Camps with Meaning); serving at the Community Meal alongside a lovely bunch of
AMCers; and more!

I honestly never dread a meeting - call me crazy, but I just like being around y’all! Thank you for
your dedication to AMC in all the ways you serve. Because of you we enjoy a safe and clean
building, a welcoming environment, clear sound, phenomenal music, thoughtfully planned
worship services, activities/events for all ages, a fantastic *growing* selection of library books, a
website with all of our bulletins and recordings, organized finances, coffee and fellowship most
Sunday mornings, bulletins and emails with all the info we need for the week, visits, phone calls,
food deliveries, and so on!

You are wonderful and I thank God for you every day. I want to end this report with the words of
the apostle Paul to the church in Colossae:

“As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your lives in him, rooted
and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in
thanksgiving.” (Col. 2:6-7)



