
PRAYER AND PRAISE
- Jean Tarnick is at Eastview Place.  She is finding the days
long as she can’t  move independently.   Physio therapy has
begun, so there is hope. She welcomes visitors.
-  Bev  Barton  is  back  at  the  Altona  hospital  where  she  is
receiving  excellent  care.   Her  medical  journey  has  been
difficult of late. She welcomes visitors.
- We pray for the seniors in our congregation:
Marianne Braun at Eastview; Bill Loewen and Elizabeth Falk at
the Gardens; Harry & Susan Klassen at  Golden West,   and
others who are not named.
- We pray for all who are living with ongoing health concerns.
- We pray for those who are grieving,  for those whose mental
health and physical health make employment and daily life a
struggle, for those in transition, for those who have moved to
or are waiting to move to a new home.
- We pray for the family care-givers.

PRAYERS FOR OUR COMMUNITY AND THE WORLD
- MCC laments the U.S. military aggression against Iran and
mourns  our  collective  failure  to  stop  the  endless  cycles  of
violence and the cheapening of human life. We recommit to be
peacemakers in a time of escalating violent conflict.
-  Let us hold Peguis First Nation in our prayers as they
prepare for flooding from the Fisher River in the next days.
Grateful for the pet rescue being organized by K9 Advocacy
Manitoba as families may be displaced for 1 – 2 weeks.
We  also  hold  families  impacted  by  MMIWG2S  who  will  be
gathering for Red Dress memorial day on May 5. In the loss
they experience, may there be evidence of God’s justice at
work as we show up for one another in this season-
 Pray  for  pastors  in  China...  -  whether  in  small  house
churches  or  large  cathedrals,  navigating  a  complex  time  in
their society.  One church leader put it this way, “Growth, as
you Canadians  should  know well,  does  not  only  happen in
summer, but winter is important for deep roots and strength.
We are seeing God at work in the church in China in beautiful
ways!”  Visit  https://www.mennonitechurch.ca/china for  ways
to support and encourage these pastors.
 

From the Pastor:

Unity in Conflict: Worship Series

Conflict, while often carrying a negative connotation, does not
always have a negative outcome. While conflict is,  at some
point,  a  part  of  every  group—religious  or  otherwise—when
addressed and approached well, conflict can be beneficial and
promote growth. But a deliberate approach to addressing the
conflict is necessary. If a careful approach is not present, a
conflict can overrun the group and destroy relationships. But
another  approach,  a  countercultural  one,  can  preserve
relationships  and  even  create  unity.  Achieving  these  goals
involves skills that must be put into practice. If we wait until
we are involved in a conflict, it is too late to develop the skills.

Approaching conflict and dealing with it well are not inherent
practices. If a group wants to grow when faced with a conflict,
they must know what to do. If  you want to deal well  with
conflict, you must learn to practice the skills before a conflict
begins. During a conflict or even in a simple disagreement, it's
harder for people to learn new ways to approach the conflict.
But when people practice skills before they're needed, they will
be better prepared to value relationships over conflict when
faced with disagreement.

From Leader Magazine (Spring 2026 issue)

VOLUME LXV No.17                                           May 3, 2026

Holy Spirit and Welcoming Differences
GATHERING
Prelude Holy Spirit, Come with Power      arr. Held
Welcome and Announcements
Gathering Hymn VT 57 Holy Spirit, Come with Power

CALL TO WORSHIP:
One: We come today from different places, different moods, 

different mornings.
All: Some are hectic and rushed, others quiet, perhaps 

forlorn. 
Regardless, we are loved equally in God’s eyes.

One: We pray for health or happiness; some pray for strength 
or support.

All: We pray in joy and hope and longing, 
and God hears each prayer the same.

One: We worship with different voices and talents, 
and we lift up our hearts united in praise.

All: Each one of us is unique and beloved; 
together we praise God who welcomes our worship 
as one.

Prayer
Hymn VT 56 Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song

AMC Contact information:
Pastor: Rev. Erika Enns Rodine C: 204-963-5764

Office Hours: Tuesday to Friday, 9 am – 4 pm
Email address: erika.altonamennonite@gmail.com

Secretary: Lori Hiebert: C: 204-324-5952 Church: 204-324-6773
Office Hours: Thursday 9:00 am to Noon
Email address: altonamennonite@gmail.com
Website: altonamennonitechurch.ca

Moderator: Ang Enns  C:204-324-4046
Past Moderator: Loren Braul: C: 204-995-5347
Custodians:  Ethan Franz C:204-304-2296  Rheanne Julien C: 204-914-9591

 Altona Mennonite Church is on Treaty One Territory. 
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LISTENING
Scripture Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:4-14
Time for the Young at Heart
Hymn VT 374 There Are Many Gifts
Scripture Reading: Acts 11:1-18
Sermon Erika Enns Rodine
Reflection We Pray Now to the Holy Spirit      Buxtehude

RESPONDING
Hymn VT 386 One is the Body
Sharing and Prayer
Hymn VT 809 Sing a New World into Being
Benediction VT 810 Go, My Friends, in Grace
Postlude

Worship Leader: Elaine Loewen
Musician(s): Nancy Ratzlaff
Technician: Loren Braul

WORSHIP & MEETING EVENTS AT AMC  
May 5 9:00 am – Contemplative Prayer
May 8 1:45 pm – Muslim Men’s Prayer Time
May 10 9:45 am AMC Kids, Youth, Adult discussion

11:00 am – Worship Service – Erika Enns Rodine
Theme:  Unity in Christ   Scripture:  John 15:1-8; Psalm 133; 
Galatians 3:26-28  Worship Leader:   Ang Enns Musician(s):  
Loren & Lori Hiebert Technician:  Nathan Loewen
May 17 11:00 am – Long Weekend Coffee and Visiting
May 24 9:45 am - AMC Kids, Youth, Adult discussion
11:00 am – Worship Service – Erika Enns Rodine
May 31 11:00 am – Worship Service – Erika Enns Rodine

 Birthdays:  May 3 – Jean Tarnick is 97!; 
May 4 – Maggie Bernardin
Anniversaries: May 3 – Robert & Peggy Martens; May 4 – 
Jim & Marlene Dyck

AMC ANNOUNCEMENTS
- Thanks to everyone who donated towards the parking lot
repair fund! The work has been done (if  you didn’t  already
notice when you came to church.)

- A reminder that the 10:30 am AMC Coffee sign up sheet
is on the wall near the office door.  Feel free to volunteer!
- Save the Date: June 7 
BBQ Picnic in celebration of our graduating students! 

- From the Treasurer:
- Thank you for your ongoing donations to AMC.
As of April 29, undesignated donations received — $41,990.00
of the budgeted $157,834.00 needed for 2026.  Designated
donations (for the parking lot) received:  $8,000.00.
 - Ways to Give at Altona Mennonite Church:

- cash or cheque in the offering plate at the back of the
sanctuary

- online bill payments through Access Credit Union 
- etransfer to amchurchdonations@gmail.com
- There is a donation box on the wall near the door in the
main office.
Thank you for your donations as we continue to be church
together!  

COMMUNITY AND LOCAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
-  Altona  Volunteer  Palliative  Care  Team will  be
fundraising to purchase another recliner chair for our rooms’
needs. Please visit us in the Mall May 4 & 8 and watch the
thermometer rise to our goal of $5000. Thanks so very much!
-  Altona  Hospital  Auxiliary  is  holding  a  Taco  Buffet
Fundraiser on  May  5,  4:30  to  6:30  at  Rhineland  Pioneer
Center.  Entrance by donation,  receipts  will  be  issued.   See
poster on bulletin board for further details.
-  Please  join  us  on  Tuesday  5  May  @  7:00pm at  The
Community  Exchange  in  Altona  for  an  evening  with  Elder
David  Scott from  Swan  Lake  First  Nation.  David  will  be
speaking  to  us  about  Ecological  Reconciliation:  How  to
Reconnect Our Lives with Nature. 

Elder  David  Scott  is  an  Ojibwa  Traditional  Knowledge
Keeper, Indigenous Environmental Expert and a researcher of
Treaty and Aboriginal Rights. We are honoured and excited to
learn from him. 
-  Saturday,  May  23,  7:00  pm  Theatre  of  the  Beat
presents Invisible Threads  by Cedric Martin. Held at The
Community Exchange, co-sponsored by TCE, AMC, ABC, Seeds
and MCC.
Pre-show event at 5:30 pm – Clothing swap, DIY Mending,
and Upcycling workshop  - see poster on bulletin board.

CONFERENCE  or MCC RELATED ANNOUNCEMENTS
-  Serve  at  Camp  This  Summer:  Health  Officer
Volunteers Needed!  Camps  with  Meaning  is  in  need  of
Volunteer Health Officers—a practical and meaningful way to
support  campers,  staff,  and  a  life-giving  week  of  camp
ministry. We’re especially hoping to fill key weeks at Assiniboia
and  Koinonia.  Weeks  we  most  need  Health  Officers:

Assiniboia: June 1–5; June 8–12; Aug 3–7; Aug 9–14; Aug 16–
22;  Koinonia:  July  12–17;  Aug  3–7;  Aug  9–15.  Visit
www.campswithmeaning.org/staff  for  more  on  these
openings, and other volunteer positions.
- MHC Gallery textile exhibitions – You are invited to two
exhibitions  celebrating  contemporary  textiles.  Lois  Klassen’s
Lamentation and Celebration is a series of collaged quilts that
explore grief amid life's beauty. In Second Nature, artist Kae
Sasaki  works  with  reclaimed  Japanese  vintage  beads.  The
exhibition runs from April 24 to June 20. Visit cmu.ca/gallery
for more information.
- MHC Gallery: Three  – You are invited to the exhibition
Three by Tammy Hendrickx. Through a range of media, the
exhibit celebrates the discovery of a creative self. Three runs
from May 8 to July 4, opening event on Friday, May 8 at 7:00
PM. Admission is by donation. Visit  cmu.ca/gallery for more
information.
- Piece It Together's annual Spring Quilt and Craft Sale
will  take  place  on  Saturday,  May  9  at  Fort  Garry
Mennonite Fellowship (150 Bayridge Ave., Winnipeg) from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. Discover a treasure trove of locally handcrafted
items,  lovingly  made  and  donated  by  volunteers.  Your
contributions  will  directly  support  MCC's  humanitarian  relief
efforts.-
-  Members  of  the  Mennonite  Church  Manitoba
Palestine/Israel Network are helping to plan and promote
a nation-wide conference to be held at Canadian Mennonite
University, May 14-16. "Palestine, Settler Colonialism, and an
Ecumenical Call to Action" features Indigenous speakers from
Palestine/Israel,  as well  as from  South Africa and Canada,
responding to calls  for solidarity from Palestinian Christians.
Please  pray  for  all  involved  in  the  hosting--and  consider
attending.  For  information  and  registration,  visit:
www.kairospalestine2conference.ca/
-  Join  us  for  MCC  Manitoba’s  Golf  Tournament  on
Wednesday, July 8 at Bridges Golf Course. Experience our
Texas  Scramble  tournament  featuring  on-course  challenges,
complemented by a delicious BBQ lunch and Mennonite-style
supper. Visit mcc.org/Manitoba/Golf to learn more and secure
your spot today! 
- Cycle Clear Lake for clean water! Join us on Saturday,
July 4 for a scenic trail ride through Riding Mountain National
Park. Come for the day or camp for the weekend. For details
and to register mcc.org/Manitoba/CycleClearLake
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