
PRAYER AND PRAISE
-  We  pray  for  Eastview  Place  as  they  battle  the  latest
respiratory outbreak. Many won’t understand why they have to
be alone and in quarantine.
- We pray for students and teachers as they begin another
year of learning together.
- We pray for the seniors in our congregation:
Jean Tarnick, Marianne Braun and Bev Barton at Eastview; Bill
Loewen and Elizabeth Falk at the Gardens, and others who are
not named.
- We pray for all who are living with ongoing health concerns.
- We pray for those who are grieving,  for those whose mental
health and physical health make employment and daily life a
struggle, for those in transition, for those who have moved to
or are waiting to move to a new home.
- We pray for the family care-givers.

PRAYERS FOR OUR COMMUNITY AND THE WORLD
- MCC laments the U.S. military aggression against Iran and
mourns  our  collective  failure  to  stop  the  endless  cycles  of
violence and the cheapening of human life. We recommit to be
peacemakers in a time of escalating violent conflict.
-  Pray for Gaza - The ongoing devastation of Gaza reminds
us to pray and work for healing and justice where the wars of
adults  have traumatized children and fed cycles  of  revenge
and  hate.  Since  October  7,  2023,  some 21,000  children  in
Gaza have perished from Israeli bombs and snipers, and from
blocked access to food and medical care. Tens of thousands of
others  have  been  injured.  In  the  initial  Palestinian  militant
attacks and Israeli  response,  some 50 Israeli  children were
also killed, and others kidnapped. For more information and an
opportunity to sign a parliamentary petition, visit MC Canada
Palestine/Israel Network at mennonitechurch.ca/pin

From the Pastor – Erika Enns Rodine
Good morning!

I am out of town for my quarterly weekend off. I'm going to
be  off-grid  (which  in  this  case  means  using  an  outhouse)!
Having been working through our Season of Creation worship
series for over a month now, I am especially excited for the
opportunity to spend some quality time exploring the outdoors
with all of my senses! Especially after spending the first half of
the week taking the ASIST (Applied Suicide Intervention Skills
Training) course. I feel fortunate to have been able to receive
that  training  at  TCE,  and  it  was  done  in  a  very  caring
atmosphere  with  lovely  people,  but  its  still  pretty  intense
subject matter you're dealing with.

I spent Wednesday evening of this past week helping out with
a  Bergthaler  church  youth  event,  when we drove  a  couple
dozen teenagers to Hy-Wire Zipline Adventures (you zig-zag
for a ways south and west of Darlingford to get there). For at
least a week I've been wanting to go out to the Pembina Hills
to hike and take in the fall colours and views of the hills and
valley. But with all the rain I haven't done this because I don't
want  to  hike  in  sludgy  mud/clay!  So  it  was  absolutely
wonderful  to  be  part  of  this  youth  event,  and  spend  an
evening watching everyone come down the zip-line amidst the
orange, red, gold and yellow hues! It was a beautiful autumn
night. 

I wish you a happy Feast day of Saint Francis of Assisi! Thanks
to everyone who said yes to sharing and being involved in
making this service come together. And a big thanks to YOU
for sending in photos, adding items to the visual display up
front, and telling me about the connections you're making with
this series. 

Next week Sunday we have our final service in our current
worship series. It will be Thanksgiving weekend, and we will
be celebrating communion together. A great way to cap off
our Season of Creation, I think. If you have any fall produce,
flowers, etc. to add to the display up front for Thanksgiving
Sunday, feel free to bring them!! 

Upcoming dates Erika will be out of the office:
Oct 20-21 (in Halifax)
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Sharing Sunday
Prelude
Welcome / Announcements
Hymn:  VT 103 Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee
Call to Worship 
Prayer of Invocation

Sharing – Marlene Rempel
Hymn STJ 18 Over My Head
Reading:  an original Saint Francis of Assisi sermon excerpt 

from the 13th Century - Mick Friesen
Offering Reflection 

In a Monastery Garden -Ketelbey arr. Ware
Scripture Reading:  Matthew 6:26, 10:29 
Hymn VT 81 All Creatures, Worship God Most High

 – Vs 1,2,3
Reflection of Saint Francis of Assisi – Marne Mierau-Friesen
Hymn VT 81 All Creatures, Worship God Most High 

– Vs 4,5,7
Sharing – Lori Hiebert
Hymn VT 653 Nothing is Lost on the Breath of God
Sharing and Congregational Prayer

Lord in your goodness, we give thanks...
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers…
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 Altona Mennonite Church is on Treaty One Territory. 
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Hymn VT 838 The Peace of the Earth Be with You
Benediction
Hymn VT 847 You Shall Go Out With Joy

Worship Leader: Ang Enns
Scripture Reader: Andrea Hildebrand
Musician(s): Gina Enns, Edna Zacharias
Technician: Nathan Loewen

Birthdays: October 6 – Sam Kehler

WORSHIP & MEETING EVENTS AT AMC
Oct. 6  - 9:00 am Contemplative Prayer
October 6 - 6:30 pm Leadership Council meeting
Oct. 9  - 1:45 pm Muslim Prayer
Oct. 11 - 11:00 am Worship Service – Erika Enns Rodine
Theme: Singing with Creation.  Communion service Scripture: 
Isaiah 55:12-13; Matthew 5:13-16  Worship Leader: Erika 
Enns Rodine Musician(s):  Loren & Lori Hiebert Technician: 
Dale Klassen
Oct. 18 - 11:00 am Worship Service – Niigaan Sinclair

Lunch following the service.
Oct. 23 1:45 pm Muslim Prayer
Oct. 25 – 11:00 am Worship Service – Erika Enns Rodine

3:30 pm Youth Event
Oct. 30 1:45 pm Muslim Prayer
Nov. 1 – 11:00 am Worship Service – Erika Enns Rodine
Nov. 3 – 9:00 am Contemplative Prayer
Nov. 8 - 11:00 am Worship Service – Erika Enns Rodine

AMC ANNOUNCEMENTS
- Condolences to Robert & Peggy Martens, Karey and Andrea
Hildebrand  and  the  rest  of  their  families.  Peggy’s  mother,
Mabel Friesen passed away this past week. The funeral service
will  be  Monday,  October  7  at  11  am  at  Bethel  Church  in
Winnipeg.

- A reminder that the 10:30 am AMC Coffee sign up sheet
is on the wall near the office door.  Feel free to volunteer!

- From the Treasurer:
Total Donations/Income to date: $90,943.00

Total Expenses to date: $103,879.00
-  This  means that  our  expenses are $12,936.00 more than
what we have brought in in donations/revenue.  Our budget
tells us that we need $67,491.00 more between now and Dec
31st  to  meet  all  of  our  financial  commitments  as  a
congregation.   Thank you for  your  continued giving  as  we
work together at this practical part of being church.

There are donation updates in your mailboxes this week--
these are not donation receipts, but rather a record of what
you have given for this year up to September 15th.  Please let
Marne know if you have any questions.  Thank You for faithful
giving!  
- Ways to Give at Altona Mennonite Church:

- cash or  cheque in the offering plate at the back of the
sanctuary

- online bill payments through Access Credit Union 
- etransfer to amchurchdonations@gmail.com
- There is a donation box on the wall near the door in the
main office.

- We will not be having our "traditional Thanksgiving lunch"
the week before calendar Thanksgiving.  We will instead be
having a potluck lunch after the October 18 worship service/
Niigaan  Sinclair  is  our  guest  speaker  that  morning.  Altona
United Church and Seeds have been invited to also join us that
morning.

-  October 25 – Youth Event –  At Fort Dufferin – Weiner
Roast and Games. Please RSVP to Margruite Krahn at 204-
324-1612 by October 18th. Will meet at AMC at 3:30 pm and
drive together.  Bring a friend.

COMMUNITY AND LOCAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
- The Love Well Ladies Centre invites you to join them for their
Grand Opening ribbon cutting on Monday October 5th, 2026,
at 10:00 am.  They can be found in the Altona Mall.

- Wednesday, October 7,  from 7 – 9 pm.  Altona youth
groups will be collecting food for the local Food Bank. 

- October 12, 7 pm, at TCE – Documentary Screening of the
film  Sugarcane,  a  National  Geographic  film  about  an
investigation  into  abuse,  missing  children,  and  unmarked
graves at the St. Joseph Mission Indian Residential School in
Canada.

- October 20, 7 – 8 pm at TCE – An organizational meeting
re a Book Study – The Mishomis Book.  Group meetings will be
held on November 3, 10, 17, and 24

-  October 22, 5 – 7 pm – Gardens on Tenth annual soup
and pie fundraiser.  See poster on bulletin board.

 CONFERENCE  or MCC RELATED ANNOUNCEMENTS
-  Keep  learning  with  Xplore –  Fall  session  begins  on
October 6.  See poster for details.

-  Recovery of Hope – Grounds for Giving Fundraising
event – October 17, 7 pm at Winkler Bible Camp.  See poster
for details.

-  Camps  with  Meaning  Celebration  Fundraising
Banquets: People of the Project. Nov 7. 5:30pm. Morden
Mennonite  Church;  Nov  8.  5:30pm.  Bethel  Mennonite,
Winnipeg. Reserve your free tickets by calling or emailing the
office  (204-895-2267,  camps@mennochurch.mb.ca);  or  visit
www.campswithmeaning.org/events.

- Imagine Together 2026: A church for all ages. Join us
for  this  special  MCM  resourcing  afternoon  around
intergenerational  church.  November  14.  1:00-4:00pm online
only. Keynote speaker is Meredith Anne Miller. Nine breakout
workshops are in place. More info, schedule, breakouts, and
registration at www.mennochurch.mb.ca/events

- Help welcome a family from Gaza to Manitoba. A Palestinian
family of six has arrived in Manitoba after fleeing the war in
Gaza.  Their  eldest  child  needs  complex  medical  care  not
available at home — but here, that care is possible. Your gift
can  help  with  housing,  groceries,  school  support,  language
learning  and  more.  Donate  today  at  mcc.org/gaza-family-
initiative.
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