
-  First Mennonite Church of Winnipeg is turning 100!
From September 2026 to May 2027,  we're  celebrating with
games, food, music, special guests, and more, culminating in a
commissioned choral work and Faspa Gala. Whether you're a
former member, friend, neighbour, relative, or simply curious,
please join us in celebration! All are welcome. Learn more at
https://firstmennonitechurch.ca/100-years-of-fmc/,  or  contact
office@firstmennonitechurch.ca. 

PRAYER AND PRAISE
- We pray for students and teachers as they begin another
year of learning together.
- We pray for the seniors in our congregation:
Jean Tarnick, Marianne Braun and Bev Barton at Eastview; Bill
Loewen and Elizabeth Falk at the Gardens, and others who are
not named.
- We pray for all who are living with ongoing health concerns.
- We pray for those who are grieving,  for those whose mental
health and physical health make employment and daily life a
struggle, for those in transition, for those who have moved to
or are waiting to move to a new home.
- We pray for the family care-givers.

PRAYERS FOR OUR COMMUNITY AND THE WORLD
- MCC laments the U.S. military aggression against Iran and
mourns  our  collective  failure  to  stop  the  endless  cycles  of
violence and the cheapening of human life. We recommit to be
peacemakers in a time of escalating violent conflict.
-  Pray for Gaza - The ongoing devastation of Gaza reminds
us to pray and work for healing and justice where the wars of
adults  have traumatized children and fed cycles  of  revenge
and  hate.  Since  October  7,  2023,  some 21,000  children  in
Gaza have perished from Israeli bombs and snipers, and from
blocked access to food and medical care. Tens of thousands of
others  have  been  injured.  In  the  initial  Palestinian  militant
attacks and Israeli  response,  some 50 Israeli  children were
also killed, and others kidnapped. For more information and an
opportunity to sign a parliamentary petition, visit MC Canada
Palestine/Israel Network at mennonitechurch.ca/pin

From the Pastor – Erika Enns Rodine

 For the next 3 weeks we will be following a worship series 
from Leader Magazine called 'Season of Creation'. Here's an 
introduction from Leader...

"The deep relationship between God, humanity, and the 
rest of God's creation is evident  throughout the biblical story. 
We read in Genesis 1 and 2 that God created a common home
for all of life. God made an intricately connected world filled 
with life and abundance and then pronounced it very good. 

Humans are created in God's image, placed in a garden, 
and given the task of caring for all that God has made. In 
Jesus we see the 'firstborn of all creation' (Col 1:15), the Word
through whom everything was created and who shows what it 
means to truly live into the shalom for all things that God 
intends.

From that garden of Eden to the healing leaves of the tree 
of life in Revelation, scripture after scripture testify to a 
universe 'called into being as an expression of God's love' 
(Confessions of Faith in a Mennonite Perspective, Article 5). As
followers of Jesus, we are called to live in shalom with God, 
with each other, and with all creation in our common home.

The Season of Creation invites and encourages all 
Christians to renew their relationship with our Creator and with
all creation, through prayer, celebration, conversion, 
commitment, and action. While our current social and political 
contexts demand that we pick a side, aligning ourselves with 
one faction or another on issues of climate, science, or 
economics, the Christian vocation demands that we align 
ourselves with God's perspective and that we dedicate our 
efforts to right relationships. Worship is how we begin and 
sustain this reorientation."

- Leader Magazine, Summer 2026 issue

FYI – Erika is not in the office the following days:
Sept. 23 – at Fall Pastor’s retreat and MCM meeting
Sept. 28/29 – At ASIST training at TCE
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Returning to God’s garden
Prelude Two movements from Suite Gothique:  

Introduction and Allegro - Leon Boellmann

Welcome & Announcements
Call to Worship
Opening Prayer
Hymn VT 180 This is God’s Wondrous World
Scripture Reading: Psalm 74
Time for the Young at Heart
Song – VT 179 At the Dawn of Your Creation
Litany of Confession:
One: Creator, at times we feel abandoned.
All: Remember us, your beloved children?

Why have you turned on your own flesh?
One: Come and see your home –

Your dwelling place, your sanctuary.
See how it has been wrecked, destroyed!

All: We ask, How could this happen, God?
Who would do this?
How long will this violence continue?
But we confess that these wounds are also of our 
own making.

4

AMC Contact information:
Pastor: Rev. Erika Enns Rodine C: 204-963-5764

Office Hours: Tuesday to Friday, 9 am – 4 pm
Email address: erika.altonamennonite@gmail.com

Secretary: Lori Hiebert: C: 204-324-5952 Church: 204-324-6773
Office Hours: Thursday 9:00 am to Noon
Email address: altonamennonite@gmail.com
Website: altonamennonitechurch.ca

Moderator: Ang Enns  C:204-324-4046
Past Moderator: Loren Braul: C: 204-995-5347
Custodians:  Ethan Franz C:204-304-2296  Rheanne Julien C: 204-914-9591

 Altona Mennonite Church is on Treaty One Territory. 

mailto:altonamennonite@gmail.com


One: Creator, we name ecological harm
That we have witnessed with our own eyes:
Invitation to place written item in the vessel at the river

Hymn VT 788 The Garden Needs Our Tending Now
Litany of Assurance:
One: God who works salvation in the womb of the earth,

You hold power over the water.
The day and the night belong to you;
You put the sun and the moon in place.
You laid the boundaries of the earth,
Created autumn, winter, spring, and summer

All: We turn again toward you,
Knowing that your compassion is greater than our 
despair.

One: Even in our grief, we choose to seek you –
God, whose mercy is wider than our ways.

All: Teach us your harmonies and rhythms of covenant 
that we may rise as a choir To join creation’s song 
of renewal.

Hymn VT 145 Touch the Earth Lightly
Scripture Reading: Hosea 4:1-3, 6:1-3 

and excerpts from Joel 2 
Meditation Erika Enns Rodine
Musical Reflection  I Sought the Lord (words in VT #161)
Time of sharing and prayer
Benediction/Grace
Hymn VT 828 There’s a Wild Hope in the Wind
Postlude

Worship Leader: Andrea Hildebrand
Musicians: Gina Enns, Nancy Ratzlaff
Technician: Kevin Neufeld

Birthdays: September 25 – Tim Doerksen, Bethany Rempel

AMC ANNOUNCEMENTS
- Thank you, AMC, for sustaining Genevieve and her parents
through your prayers, hugs, and inquiries. Your gift to us has
brought strength and courage as we move forward.
A blessing to you all. - Paul & Margruite

- A reminder that the 10:30 am AMC Coffee sign up sheet
is on the wall near the office door.  Feel free to volunteer!

- From the Treasurer:
Total Donations/Income  $87,758.00

Total Expenses  $98,351.00
-  This  means that  our  expenses are $10,593.00 more than
what we have brought in in donations/revenue.  Our budget
tells us that we need $70,076.00 more between now and Dec
31st  to  meet  all  of  our  financial  commitments  as  a
congregation.  
Thank you for your continued giving as we work together at
this practical part of being church.
- Ways to Give at Altona Mennonite Church:

- cash or cheque in the offering plate at the back of the
sanctuary

- online bill payments through Access Credit Union 
- etransfer to amchurchdonations@gmail.com
- There is a donation box on the wall near the door in the
main office.

WORSHIP & MEETING EVENTS AT AMC  
Sept. 25 - 1:45 pm Muslim Prayer
Sept. 27 - 11:00 am Worship Service – Erika Enns Rodine
Theme:  Walking in Wonder  Scripture:   Isaiah 55:12-13; 
Matthew 5:13-16 Worship Leader:  Lori Hiebert  Musicians:  
Loren & Lori Hiebert  Technician:  Loren Braul
Oct. 2  - 1:45 pm Muslim Prayer
Oct. 4  - 11:00 am A Sunday of sharing creation stories
Oct. 6  - 9:00 am Contemplative Prayer
October 6 - 6:30 pm Leadership Council mtng
Oct. 9  - 1:45 pm Muslim Prayer
Oct. 11 - 11:00 am Worship Service – Erika Enns Rodine
Oct. 18 - 11:00 am Worship Service – Niigaan Sinclair
Oct. 25 – 11:00 am Worship Service – Erika Enns Rodine

COMMUNITY AND LOCAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
 -  Do you enjoy singing in a choir?  Southern Manitoba
Choral Society invites adults of all ages to come and join them
this Fall.  Practices: Tuesday evenings 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. Start
Date: September 15th, 2026 although you are still welcome to
join!   Location:  W.C.  Miller  Collegiate  –  Music  Room
Conductor: Jody Friesen; Pianist: Loren Hiebert
Cost: $ 35. for this session, Cheque or Cash only please.  No
auditions  necessary.  For  more  information,  please  contact
Sarah Dueck @ 204-324-7144 

- September 25/26 – “Darp Days” – Neubergthal event
celebrating the history of the community.  See posters on the
bulletin for the schedule of food, music, history and fun for
everyone!

-  October 22, 5 – 7 pm – Gardens on Tenth annual soup
and pie fundraiser.  See poster on bulletin board.

 CONFERENCE  or MCC RELATED ANNOUNCEMENTS
-  The  Hearts  Exchanged:  8  month  learning  journey
offers  Indigenous  insight  into  their  real  experience  of  the
Indian Act, Residential Schools, and colonialism, etc. This adult
learning platform created by Christian Reformed Church will be
facilitated here in Manitoba on zoom by Marie Loeppky and
Melanie Neufeld from the Mennonite Coalition for Indigenous
Solidarity. Eight 2hr sessions on first Thursdays starting Oct. 1,
2026.  To  sign-up/ask  questions:  please  email
mneufeld@mennochurch.mb.ca

-  You're invited to the MCC Manitoba Annual General
Meeting on Thursday, Sept. 24 from 7-8:30 p.m.  This
year's meeting will be online over Zoom. Hear updates from
MCC  Manitoba  local  program  stories  on  migration  and
resettlement, and international program stories from Chris and
Rebecca Alvarez, MCC representatives for Guatemala and El
Salvador.  Everyone is  welcome! Learn more and register  at
mcc.org/manitoba/agm

-  Keep  learning  with  Xplore –  Fall  session  begins  on
October 6.  See poster for details.

-  Recovery of Hope – Grounds for Giving Fundraising
event – October 17, 7 pm at Winkler Bible Camp.  See poster
for details.

-  Camps  with  Meaning  Celebration  Fundraising
Banquets: People  of  the  Project.  Nov  7.  5:30pm.  Morden
Mennonite  Church;  Nov  8.  5:30pm.  Bethel  Mennonite,
Winnipeg.  Reservation  for  your  free  tickets  will  begin  next
week.
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