
-  First  Mennonite  Church of  Winnipeg is  turning 100!  From
September 2026 to May 2027, we're celebrating with games,
food,  music,  special  guests,  and  more,  culminating  in  a
commissioned choral work and Faspa Gala. Whether you're a
former member, friend, neighbour, relative, or simply curious,
please join us in celebration! All are welcome. Learn more at
https://firstmennonitechurch.ca/100-years-of-fmc/,  or  contact
office@firstmennonitechurch.ca. 

PRAYER AND PRAISE
- We pray for students and teachers as they begin another
year of learning together.
- Pray for Freya Rodine as her health concerns are addressed.
- We pray for the seniors in our congregation:
Jean Tarnick, Marianne Braun and Bev Barton at Eastview; Bill
Loewen and Elizabeth Falk at the Gardens, and others who are
not named.
- We pray for all who are living with ongoing health concerns.
- We pray for those who are grieving,  for those whose mental
health and physical health make employment and daily life a
struggle, for those in transition, for those who have moved to
or are waiting to move to a new home.
- We pray for the family care-givers.

PRAYERS FOR OUR COMMUNITY AND THE WORLD
- MCC laments the U.S. military aggression against Iran and
mourns  our  collective  failure  to  stop  the  endless  cycles  of
violence and the cheapening of human life. We recommit to be
peacemakers in a time of escalating violent conflict.
-  Pray for Gaza - The ongoing devastation of Gaza reminds
us to pray and work for healing and justice where the wars of
adults  have traumatized children and fed cycles  of  revenge
and  hate.  Since  October  7,  2023,  some 21,000  children  in
Gaza have perished from Israeli bombs and snipers, and from
blocked access to food and medical care. Tens of thousands of
others  have  been  injured.  In  the  initial  Palestinian  militant
attacks and Israeli  response,  some 50 Israeli  children were
also killed, and others kidnapped. For more information and an
opportunity to sign a parliamentary petition, visit MC Canada
Palestine/Israel Network at mennonitechurch.ca/pin

From the Pastor – Erika Enns Rodine

It's been a while! I am grateful for a full month of vacation 
time, and I hope you all enjoyed a lovely August, too. I really 
made an effort this year to leave my inbox alone during my 
holidays and fully 'check out'. Of course I still thought of you 
often, but I was able to mostly keep church business off my 
brain until about a week ago, when I started thinking about 
returning to work, getting ideas, and wondering what 
September would hold! I managed to ignore my inbox until 
Tuesday morning, which I'm pretty proud of! While I didn't 
exactly look forward to turning my alarm clock back on (this 
has nothing to do with how I feel about my work!), it is good 
to be back in the office! I love this place and I missed you all! 
September - here we go! 

For the next 5 weeks we will be following a worship series 
from Leader Magazine called 'Season of Creation'. Here's an 
introduction from Leader...

"The deep relationship between God, humanity, and the 
rest of God's creation is evident  throughout the biblical story. 
We read in Genesis 1 and 2 that God created a common home
for all of life. God made an intricately connected world filled 
with life and abundance and then pronounced it very good. 

Humans are created in God's image, placed in a garden, 
and given the task of caring for all that God has made. In 
Jesus we see the 'firstborn of all creation' (Col 1:15), the Word
through whom everything was created and who shows what it 
means to truly live into the shalom for all things that God 
intends.

From that garden of Eden to the healing leaves of the tree 
of life in Revelation, scripture after scripture testify to a 
universe 'called into being as an expression of God's love' 
(Confessions of Faith in a Mennonite Perspective, Article 5). As
followers of Jesus, we are called to live in shalom with God, 
with each other, and with all creation in our common home.

The Season of Creation invites and encourages all 
Christians to renew their relationship with our Creator and with
all creation, through prayer, celebration, conversion, 
commitment, and action. While our current social and political 
contexts demand that we pick a side, aligning ourselves with 
one faction or another on issues of climate, science, or 
economics, the Christian vocation demands that we align 
ourselves with God's perspective and that we dedicate our 
efforts to right relationships. Worship is how we begin and 
sustain this reorientation."

- Leader Magazine, Summer 2026 issue
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 Coming to the Water
Prelude
Welcome & Announcements
Hymn VT 180 This is God's Wondrous World
Call to Worship
Prayer of Invocation (VT 864)
Hymn VT 49 All Who are Thirsty
Matheson Sharing & Video
Scripture Readings: Isaiah 55:1-2 and Ezekiel 47:9 & 12
Time for the Young and Young at Heart 

Litany of Confession
Leader: Source of nourishment and life:
All: We come to you in a spirit of humility,

aware of the many ways in which
we have failed to act wisely or do good.

Leader: Our world seems committed to a path of destruction:
perpetual economic growth that depends on resource use 
and extraction without respect for the limits of our shared 
planet, or the inherent value of your creation.

All: We have bought into a myth of scarcity, taken 
more than our fair share, competed over your 
gifts, and accepted a global reality where many 
of your children are hungry and thirsty.
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Leader: We know in our hearts that this is not your way, 
and yet we struggle to find a better path.

Litany of Assurance
Leader: God of abundance, your love is limitless.
All: Your mercy reaches out to the universe, your 

faithfulness to the skies. 
Your righteousness is like the highest mountains;
your justice is like the deepest oceans.

Leader: Yet in your greatness, you still care for the "least of 
these:" the most vulnerable among us, the tiniest of 
creatures, the living systems that our economy would count
as insignificant.

All: You provide enough for all of us to flourish.
Leader: We cannot manufacture this kind of love. We cannot 

buy this kind of satisfaction.
All: Let us invest in your dreams for the earth, labour 

for your kin-dom. We hunger and thirst for your 
justice as we come to your table - a communion 
feast for all creatures.

Hymn VT 629 Here by the Water

Reflection – You are invited to come and place your rock.

Meditation – Erika Enns Rodine
Hymn VT 642 Healing River of the Spirit
Prayers of the People
Benediction
Sending Hymn VT 839 Go, My Friends, in Peace, vs 2 
Postlude

Worship Leader: Erika Enns Rodine
Musicians: Gina Enns, Sylvia Klassen, 

Freya Rodine, Leo Dyck
Technician: Nathan Loewen

Birthdays: Sept. 11 – Ray Mierau

Anniversaries:  Sept. 9 – Maurice & Maggie Bernardin

WORSHIP & MEETING EVENTS AT AMC
Sept. 8 9:00 am Contemplative Prayer resumes
Sept. 11 1:45 pm Muslim Prayer
Sept. 13 9:45 am Christian Education for all begins
11:00 am Worship Service – Erika Enns Rodine
Theme:  Living in Relationship  Scripture:  Isaiah 55:3-5; 
Matthew 5:17-31 Worship Leader:  June Schwartz  Musicians: 
Margruite & Paul Krahn  Technician:  Dale Klassen
Sept. 18 1:45 pm Muslim Prayer
Sept. 20 9:45 am Christian Education for all
11:00 am Worship Service – Erika Enns Rodine

Potluck lunch and activities (weather permitting) to follow
Sept. 27 11:00 am Worship Service – Erika Enns Rodine

4:00 pm  AMC Kids and Youth – weiner roast at
Fort Dufferin

AMC ANNOUNCEMENTS
- Ethan and Rheanne Franz are now living at 54 Railway St SE,
Altona, R0G 0B3.
Rheanne's new email is rheannefranz@gmail.com.

- A reminder that the 10:30 am AMC Coffee sign up sheet
is on the wall near the office door.  Feel free to volunteer!

- You are invited to add your “For the birds” pictures to the
board in the foyer.   If anyone is interested in sharing about
their  activities  sometime  in  September,  contact  Andrea
Hildebrand.

-  AMC  Kick-off,  September  20:  Potluck  lunch  after  the
service  -   (setup  grp  3,  cleanup  grp  4)   If  there  is  good
weather in the afternoon, there will be activities at the Altona
Park.

- From the Treasurer:
Thank you for your ongoing donations to AMC.
Donations received as of Sept 2: $80,910.00
Budgeted donations needed by Dec 31:  $157,834.00.
- Ways to Give at Altona Mennonite Church:

- cash or cheque in the offering plate at the back of the
sanctuary

- online bill payments through Access Credit Union 
- etransfer to amchurchdonations@gmail.com
- There is a donation box on the wall near the door in the
main office.

COMMUNITY AND LOCAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
-  Altona Panthers Special Olympics club is looking for a
few  extra  coaches.   Be  a  part  of  something  amazing  and
experience the fun, fitness and inclusion that Special Olympics
offers!  Find and message us on Facebook "Altona Panthers
Special Olympics Club" or email Loeppkyangela@gmail.com.  
-  The  Eden  Foundation's  Head  for  the  Hills cycling
fundraiser takes place Saturday, September 12, in support of
local mental health services. Riders of all ages and abilities are
invited  to  enjoy  a  beautiful  morning  of  cycling  while
fundraising  to  support  counselling,  housing  for  those  with
disabilities, employment services, and other vital programs for
people  in  our  community.  Learn  more  or  register  at
edenhealthcare.ca/h4h-2026
-  Do you  enjoy  singing  in  a  choir?  Southern  Manitoba
Choral Society invites adults of all ages to come and join them
this Fall.  Practices: Tuesday evenings 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. Start
Date: September 15th, 2026 Location: W.C. Miller Collegiate –
Music Room   Conductor: Jody Friesen; Pianist: Loren Hiebert
Cost: $ 35. for this session, Cheque or Cash only please.  No
auditions  necessary.  For  more  information,  please  contact
Sarah Dueck @ 204-324-7144

 CONFERENCE  or MCC RELATED ANNOUNCEMENTS
- MCM Young Adult Retreat. September 12-13 at Camp
Assiniboia.  The retreat will hold lots of space for reflection,
conversation,  worship,  play,  and  shared  meals.  $100  for
overnight.  $50  for  just  Sunday.  More  info  and  link  to
registration: www.mennochurch.mb.ca/events
- Save the date and join us at the We Are All Treaty
People celebration on Sunday, Sept. 20 from 1-4 p.m. at
the  Forks  National  Historic  Site  in  Winnipeg.  Hear  from
speakers  Niigaan  Sinclair  and  Allen  Sutherland  and  enjoy
performances  by  Don  Amero,  Anne  Marie  Williott,  Ryan
Richard and Hinode Taiko! There will be free food, crafts and
family activities. For more information visit mcc.org/we-are-all-
treaty-people
- MDS is planning a response in the Swan Valley region
of Manitoba following significant flooding this spring. If  you
are interested in volunteering in the fall, please add your name
to our waitlist and we will be in touch once we know more:
https://volunteer.mds.org/waitlist/265
Swan Valley, Manitoba
6  volunteers;  Sep  27-Oct  3;  3  volunteers;  Oct  18-24;  6
volunteers; Oct 25-31; 8 volunteers; Nov 1-7; 8 volunteers;
Nov 8-14

https://volunteer.mds.org/waitlist/265
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