PRAYERS FOR OUR COMMUNITY AND THE WORLD

- MCC laments the U.S. military aggression against Iran and
mourns our collective failure to stop the endless cycles of
violence and the cheapening of human life. We recommit to be
peacemakers in a time of escalating violent conflict.

- Pray for the family of John Fumana - Please continue to
pray for the family of John Fumana, Executive Coordinator of
Africa Inter Mennonite Mission (AIMM), who passed away in
May on his way to Canada to connect with AIMM supporters.
His funeral was held in Kinshasa on July 1st. Pray for wisdom
and God's guidance for the Search Committee as they
welcome applications for the next AIMM Coordination team
(www.aimmint.org/executive-coordinators-search.html).
Mennonite Church Canada Witness liaison Tany Warkentin is
facilitator for the Search Committee.

- Gathering of Anabaptist/Mennonites from Central
America, Mexico, and the Caribbean - From July 13-17
CAMCA, a gathering of Anabaptist/Mennonites from Central
America, Mexico, and the Caribbean, will take place in
Guatemala. Pray for staff of SEMILLA, Latin American
Anabaptist Seminary, who is taking on much of the hosting
and those who are leading the conference. Derek Suderman,
Associate Professor of Religious Studies and Theological
Studies at Conrad Grebel University College, is providing a
workshop and connecting with Mennonite Church Canada
Global Companions from Guatemala, Cuba and Colombia.

At AMC, we welcome all persons into fellowship, membership,
and leadership. We do so inclusive of race, ethnicity, gender
Identity, sexual orientation, and other identities that have
experienced discrimination and marginalization.

We seek reconciliation with those who have not historically
experienced such welcome in the church.

As a congregation, we embrace God'’s way of welcome,
love, and justice for all.

- AMC's Affirming Statement, accepted at AGM

% “For the Birds” Summer Activity

Join us this summer for a special “For the Birds” activity!

The Formation Committee invites you to create an intentional
environment that supports birds and helps care for creation.
Not only are birds beautiful and interesting to watch, but they
also play vital roles in our ecosystem.

We hope that taking time to care for creation in this way will
open our hearts and minds, inspiring continued awareness and
action in creation care.

How can you participate?
Choose a project—new or ongoing—and share it with us!
Ideas include:

e Building a birdhouse

e Hanging or repairing a bird feeder

e Planting a butterfly garden

e Adding native plants to your yard
You may already be doing something similar, and we would
love to see it!

Ways to share:

e Add photo to display board

or email Andrea at andkar8052@gmail.com

e Write a short description

e Consider sharing during a service
# More details are available on the poster board in the foyer.
We look forward to enjoying this meaningful activity together
throughout the summer!

Inspiration from Elder David Scott and MCM Climate Action
Working Group https.//www.prairieojibweenvironmental.ca/blog
https.//mennochurch.mb.ca/get-involved/cawg
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Parable of Weeds among the Wheat

GATHERING

Prelude

Welcome & Announcements

Call to worship Sing the Story #146

Hymn VT 123 Come, Ye Thankful People
Opening Prayer

LISTENING AND LEARNING

Scripture reading: Matthew 13:24-30

Hymn VT 302 Unless a Grain of Wheat
Scripture reading: Matthew 13:36-40
Message Erika Enns Rodine

Prayer of Confession: (based on Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43)
Merciful God,
you plant each of us like seeds in the same field and together
we are nourished and nurtured by the sun.
We sway in the wind and are refreshed by the rain.
We are blessed by the knowledge that you want us to grow
towards what you call us to be.
When we deprive others of that same opportunity,

forgive us.

AMC Contact information:
Pastor: Rev. Erika Enns Rodine C: 204-963-5764
Office Hours: Tuesday to Friday, 9 am — 4 pm
Email address: erika.altonamennonite@gmail.com
Secretary: Lori Hiebert: C: 204-324-5952 Church: 204-324-6773
Office Hours:  Thursday 9:00 am to Noon
Email address: altonamennonite@gmail.com
Website: altonamennonitechurch.ca
Moderator: Ang Enns C:204-324-4046
Past Moderator: Loren Braul: C: 204-995-5347
Custodians: Ethan Franz C:204-304-2296 Rheanne Julien C: 204-914-9591

Altona Mennonite Church is on Treaty One Territory.
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When we want to uproot those whom we believe
do not belong in our part of the field,
forgive us.
When we label others as good or bad
rather than accept them for who they are,
forgive us.
When we are reluctant to acknowledge
that we ourselves are a mixture of weeds and wheat,
forgive us.
When we are afraid to look into the fields of our own lives
to see what is growing there,
forgive us.
O God, you know us inside and out, through and through.
You search us out and lay your hand upon us.
You know what we are going to say even before we speak.
So we pray that you will help us to reach out to the
uprooted and rejected,

the lonely and the outcast,
and to develop and grow the good in ourselves, in
others and in the world.
This we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen

—Moira Laidlaw’s Liturgies Online website.
Hymn VT 298 What Is the World Like

RESPONDING

Reflection / Offering

Sharing & Praying

Hymn VT 761 I Love to Tell the Story, vs. 1-2
Closing Prayer

Hymn VT 761 I Love to Tell the Story, vs. 3
Postlude

Worship Leader: Elaine Loewen
Musician(s): Loren & Lori Hiebert
Technician: Dale Klassen

Birthdays: July 20 — Sydney Hildebrand; July 22 — June
Schwartz; July 23 — Kim Batchelor; July 25 — Freya Rodine,
Chris Franz

Anniversaries: July 20 — Don & Ang Enns; July 22 — Perry &
Kim Batchelor; July 25 — Mick & Marné Mierau Friesen

WORSHIP & MEETING EVENTS AT AMC

July 20-24 Matheson Island Camp
(Leo, Nicholas, Emily, Freya, Julia, Erika)
July 24  1:45 pm Muslim Prayer
July 25 - Erika officiating wedding at Matheson Island
July 26  Sunflower Festival service in the park
July 31 1:45 pm Muslim Prayer
August 2 — 11:00 am Coffee and Conversation, need host
August 7 1:45 pm Muslim Prayer
August 9  11:00 am Service led by Paul & Margruite Krahn,
Loren & Lori Hiebert 7echnician: Nathan Loewen
August 16 11:00 am  Worship Service — MCM Sermon
August 23 11:00 am  Worship Service — Greg Costen
August 30 11:00 am  Coffee and Conversation

AMC ANNOUNCEMENTS
- Congratulations to Ethan Franz and Rheanne Julien as
they got married on Saturday, July 11!

- Also celebrating their marriage on July 11 were Kieran
Enns (son of Kerry and Gina) and Paige Hastings Van.

- Erika Enns Rodine will be on vacation from July 31-Aug 31.

- Kevin & Nancy Neufeld have discontinued the use of their
land line. K —204-304-9090; N — 204-304-4543.

- We are still looking for hosts for our Coffee on the Lawn for
date Aug. 2 to make 2 or 3 pots of coffee and greet people as
they arrive. If we do not have hosts, you will just need to
bring a mug of coffee from home, stop by the drive-thru on
the way to church, or go to the basement and put coffee on in
our lovely new Bunn! In case of inclement weather, coffee will
be in the foyer.

Please let Kim, Elaine, Peggy, or Erika know if you're
available. Thanks!

- A reminder that the 10:30 am AMC Coffee sign up sheet
is on the wall near the office door. Feel free to volunteer!

- Check out the garage sale in the church basement for you to
browse in; Bev Barton is selling, but check with Elaine Loewen
for the prices!

- From the Treasurer:
Thank you for your ongoing donations to AMC.
As of July 15, undesignated donations received — $69,160.00
of the budgeted $157,834.00 needed for 2026.
- Ways to Give at Altona Mennonite Church:

- cash or cheque in the offering plate at the back of the
sanctuary

- online bill payments through Access Credit Union
- etransfer to amchurchdonations@gmail.com
- There is a donation box on the wall near the door in the
main office.

COMMUNITY AND LOCAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

- There is a letter from the Love Well Women’s Drop In Center
on the bulletin board. They are moving to the mall and need
furniture, a kitchen and other things. Check it out if there is
any way you can help.

NFERENCE or MCC RELATED ANNOUNCEMENTS
- We pray for Camps with Meaning as they continue their
summer of transforming lives. We pray for joy and safety as
they all learn together.

PRAYER AND PRAISE

- We pray for the youth and leaders from ABC and AMC who
are heading to Matheson Island this week. They will be
celebrating “Christmas in July”! Going from AMC are Leo and
Nicholas Dyck, Emily Bernardin, Freya Rodine, Julia Thiessen,
and Erika Enns Rodine.

- Pray for Freya Rodine as her health concerns are addressed.
- We pray for all the students and teachers as they enter their
summer days! May the days be filled with rest and joy for
whatever summer brings.

- We pray for the seniors in our congregation:

Jean Tarnick, Marianne Braun and Bev Barton at Eastview; Bill
Loewen and Elizabeth Falk at the Gardens; Harry & Susan
Klassen at Golden West, and others who are not named.

- We pray for all who are living with ongoing health concerns.
- We pray for those who are grieving, for those whose mental
health and physical health make employment and daily life a
struggle, for those in transition, for those who have moved to
or are waiting to move to a new home.

- We pray for the family care-givers.
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