% “For the Birds” Summer Activity &

Join us this summer for a special “For the Birds” activity!

The Formation Committee invites you to create an intentional
environment that supports birds and helps care for creation.
Not only are birds beautiful and interesting to watch, but they
also play vital roles in our ecosystem.

We hope that taking time to care for creation in this way will
open our hearts and minds, inspiring continued awareness and
action in creation care.

How can you participate?
Choose a project—new or ongoing—and share it with us!
Ideas include:

e Building a birdhouse

e Hanging or repairing a bird feeder

e Planting a butterfly garden

e Adding native plants to your yard
You may already be doing something similar, and we would
love to see it!

Ways to share:

e Add photo to display board

or email Andrea at andkar8052@gmail.com

e Write a short description

e Consider sharing during a service
# More details are available on the poster board in the foyer.
We look forward to enjoying this meaningful activity together
throughout the summer!

Inspiration from Elder David Scott and MCM Climate Action
Working Group https.//www.prairieojibweenvironmental.ca/blog
https.//mennochurch.mb.ca/get-involved/cawg

From the Pastor:
Happy Father's Day & Summer Solstice Greetings!

It's the official start of summer today, and the social
energy is certainly making a shift towards holiday mode.
Things wind up like crazy before they can wind down: exams,
final projects, report writing, field trips, track meets, ball
tournaments, recitals, grad ceremonies, awards assemblies,
school picnics, powwow weekend... all the things are
happening these last weeks of June!

As students, teachers, and families prepare for a season of
"rest" (in whatever form that takes), routines that have been
in place for the last 10 months will go on hiatus. This is always
a 'letting go' that I am very ready for. School lunches -
sayonara! Reasonable bedtimes - let's be real, they've long
gone out the window with the extended daylight hours. School
newsletters - buh bye! Hauling the trumpet to school - done!
(but the trumpet will probably/actually stay in my trunk until
mid-July)

Bless the backpacks that will get cleaned out! May the
parents who observe/participate in horror be reminded that
this is just the messy evidence of a full school year completed
well. The crumpled up worksheets say, 'new skills were
learned'. The sticky stains say, 'many lunches were sort-of
contained in this bag'. The random string, sticks, and crafty
bits say, 'creativity was embraced'. The wrinkled birthday
invitation says, 'friends are important'. The fidget toys and
container of slime say, 'your kid got through the long school
days with our aid!" (and they'll go join countless other fidget
toys and containers of slime you really want to put in the
garbage but will end up sitting on the dresser in your kid's
room).

Blessings upon the letting go, de-programming, unwinding,
and celebrating! Cheers to turning off alarm clocks, and having
fewer things to remember/drive your kids to each week!
Candles lit for those who navigate the screen-time/outdoor
time dance. And prayers for a safe, healthy, and joy-filled
summer.

Next weekend we're meeting on the church yard for coffee
and conversation at 11am. Bring a lawn chair and travel mug.
Hope to see you there!!

Altona
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New Life
Prelude How Firm a Foundation arr. Wilbur Held
Welcome and Announcements

Hymn VT 22 What is This Place

CALL TO WORSHIP:

Troubled prophets and struggling families,

you listen to our voices, whoever we are.

There is no one like you, God of the listening heart.
Those who live in fear, and those who look for signs,

you fill us with hope and surprises.

There is no one like you, God of steadfast love.
Seekers of power, as well as those who serve the vulnerable,
you challenge us to use our gifts for others.

There is no one like you, God of all people.

Opening Prayer

Hymn VT 522 O Blessed Spring

Scripture Reading: Romans 6: 1-11

Hymn VT 555 Lord, I am Fondly, Earnestly Longing

Time for Reflection and Gratitude
Be Thou My Vision  arr. Healey Willan
Sermon Erica Enns Rodine

AMC Contact information:
Pastor: Rev. Erika Enns Rodine C: 204-963-5764
Office Hours: Tuesday to Friday, 9 am — 4 pm
Email address: erika.altonamennonite@gmail.com
Secretary: Lori Hiebert: C: 204-324-5952 Church: 204-324-6773
Office Hours:  Thursday 9:00 am to Noon
Email address: altonamennonite@gmail.com
Website: altonamennonitechurch.ca
Moderator: Ang Enns C:204-324-4046
Past Moderator: Loren Braul: C: 204-995-5347
Custodians: Ethan Franz C:204-304-2296 Rheanne Julien C: 204-914-9591

Altona Mennonite Church is on Treaty One Territory.
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Hymn VT 442 From the Waters I Will Rise
Sharing and Congregational Prayer

SENDING

As you leave this place, remember that you maybe the only
grace someone will meet this week.

We go, to share God'’s graciousness with all.
Remember you may be the only love someone will encounter
this week.

We go, to be the love of Jesus for all.

Remember you may be the only peace someone will find this
week.

We go to share the Spirit of hope and reconciliation
with all.

Hymn VT 810 Go, My Friends, in Grace
Postlude

Worship Leader:  June Schwartz
Musician(s):  Gina Enns, Edna Zacharias
Technician: Dale Klassen

WORSHIP & MEETING EVENTS AT AMC

June 26 1:45 pm Muslim Prayer

June 28 11:00 am  Coffee and Conversation on the lawn
July 5 11:00 am  Worship Service — Erika Enns Rodine
Theme: Come To Me Scripture: Matthew 11:16-19; 25-30
Worship Leader: Marge Friesen Musician(s): Edna Zacharias
Technician.: Kevin Neufeld

July 7 9:00 am Contemplative Prayer

July 10 1:45 pm Muslim Prayer

July 12 11:00 am  Worship Service — Erika Enns Rodine
July 17 1:45 pm Muslim Prayer

July 19 11:00 am  Worship Service — Erika Enns Rodine

Birthdays: June 21 — Shaun Dyck, Marlene Rempel;
June 25 — Erika Enns Rodine

Anniversaries: June 27 — Nathan & Kareena Loewen

AMC ANNOUNCEMENTS
- Congratulations to Rheanne Julien who graduated from
RRC Polytech, with an Early Childhood Education degree!

- A reminder that the 10:30 am AMC Coffee sign up sheet
is on the wall near the office door. Feel free to volunteer!

- Rainbow Stage outing for July 9 is on! There are still
some seats available. Let Andrea Hildebrand (204-324-1947)
know if you wish to join the event. $110 e-transfer or cheque
to her!

- Bev Barton has moved to Eastview Place! Her room number
is 124. She welcomes visitors. (BTW, Jean Tarnick is right
next door!)

- For the month of June the Youth will be collecting
donations for Matheson Island Camp. There is a donation
bin on the table just outside Lori's office. Cheques can be
made out to Altona Bergthaler Mennonite Church with the
memo line: Matheson Island Camp. ABC will issue tax receipts.
- Additionally, there is a sign-up sheet for baked goods
for the week of camp. Donated baking helps keep costs down,
and we feel the love from our home churches that went into
them! We enjoy the baking for our breakfasts, lunches and
snack times with the kids! Thank you in advance. If you forget
to sign up at church, here's a list of what AMC is being asked
to provide:

* 4 dozen muffins; 6 dozen cookies; 2 pans brownies

¢ 5 dozen buns ; 6 loaves (banana / carrot / zucchini /
pumpkin/etc)

All baking should be peanut/peanut butter free. It can be
frozen and brought to church (or to Erika's place) anytime the
week of July 13-19.

- From the Treasurer:
As of June 10, undesignated donations received
— $54,775.00 of the budgeted $157,834.00 needed for 2026.
- Ways to Give at Altona Mennonite Church:

- cash or cheque in the offering plate at the back of the
sanctuary

- online bill payments through Access Credit Union
- etransfer to amchurchdonations@gmail.com
- There is a donation box on the wall near the door in the
main office.
Thank you for your donations as we continue to be church
together!

NFERENCE or MCC RELATED ANNOUNCEMENT
- You are invited to join the Mennonite Church Canada
Annual General Meeting — Tuesday, June 23, 7 pm - an
opportunity to gather in prayer, hear the story of God’s work
among us, and participate in shaping our shared future.
Together we will celebrate ministry accomplishments, attend
to faithful stewardship, and engage in meaningful discernment

as we seek God'’s leading for the next season. Come ready to
listen, reflect, and offer your voice as part of our nationwide
church family. https://www.mennonitechurch.ca/agm_2026
You can still register as a congregational representative or
participant ahead of the meeting.

- Swing into action in support of MCC relief projects at
the MCC Manitoba’s Golf Tournament on Wednesday, July
8 at Bridges Golf Course. Experience our Texas Scramble
tournament featuring on-course challenges, complemented by
a delicious BBQ lunch and Mennonite-style supper. Visit
mcc.org/Manitoba/Golf to learn more and secure your spot
today!

PRAYER AND PRAISE

- Please hold Genevieve Krahn in prayer as she makes some
difficult business decisions in the next while, and as she
continues to move out from under a trauma ridden life.

- We pray for the seniors in our congregation:

Jean Tarnick, Marianne Braun and Bev Barton at Eastview; Bill
Loewen and Elizabeth Falk at the Gardens; Harry & Susan
Klassen at Golden West, and others who are not named.

- We pray for all who are living with ongoing health concerns.
- We pray for those who are grieving, for those whose mental
health and physical health make employment and daily life a
struggle, for those in transition, for those who have moved to
or are waiting to move to a new home.

- We pray for the family care-givers.

PRAYERS FOR OUR COMMUNITY AND THE WORLD

- Pray for Camps with Meaning as their leaders train and
prepare for another full summer.

- MCC laments the U.S. military aggression against Iran and
mourns our collective failure to stop the endless cycles of
violence and the cheapening of human life. We recommit to be
peacemakers in a time of escalating violent conflict.

At AMC, we welcome all persons into fellowship, membership,
and leadership. We do so inclusive of race, ethnicity, gender
identity, sexual orientation, and other identities that have
experienced discrimination and marginalization.

We seek reconciliation with those who have not historically
experienced such welcome in the church.

As a congregation, we embrace God'’s way of welcome,
love, and justice for all.

- AMC's Affirming Statement, accepted at AGM
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