
🌿 “For the Birds” Summer Activity 🐦

Join us this summer for a special “For the Birds” activity!
The Formation Committee invites you to create an intentional
environment that supports birds and helps care for creation.
Not only are birds beautiful and interesting to watch, but they
also play vital roles in our ecosystem.
We hope that taking time to care for creation in this way will
open our hearts and minds, inspiring continued awareness and
action in creation care.

How can you participate?
Choose a project—new or ongoing—and share it with us! 
Ideas include:

 Building a birdhouse
 Hanging or repairing a bird feeder
 Planting a butterfly garden
 Adding native plants to your yard

You may already be doing something similar, and we would 
love to see it!

Ways to share:
 Add photo to display board 

or email Andrea at andkar8052@gmail.com
 Write a short description
 Consider sharing during a service

📌 More details are available on the poster board in the foyer.
We look forward to enjoying this meaningful activity together 
throughout the summer!

Inspiration from Elder David Scott and MCM Climate Action 
Working Group https://www.prairieojibweenvironmental.ca/blog
https://mennochurch.mb.ca/get-involved/cawg

From the Pastor:
Good morning!

It's my Sunday off, and thank you to Konrad for coming to
speak at AMC today so I can get a break! Last weekend I had
back to back choir concerts on Saturday, and towards the end
of the evening I could feel  my voice going on me. I  could
preach on Sunday, no problem, which was good, and Monday
was  my  day  off,  so  I  could  rest  my  voice.  However,  on

Tuesday I  was with MCM colleagues in  Winnipeg and after
several hours of visiting and catching up with folks, my voice
was completely shot. Then I also got sick with a cold. (I did
get caught in an awful lot of rain Tuesday in the city, which
probably didn't help any). 

 So that's been my week. 
How very strange it is not to have a voice. I catch myself

responding to my family using sign language, which they do
not understand. I learned ASL throughout elementary school
because one of my childhood friends/classmates was deaf. A
few  summers  in  high  school,  I  would  attend  a  week  of
intensive sign language courses at  Manitoba School  for  the
Deaf in Winnipeg with a few friends. I've definitely lost any
fluency  I  had  in  ASL,  but  the  basics  stayed.  And  it  just
instinctively has been the way I respond to Josh and the girls
without the use of my voice. I think because it's faster than
pen and paper - but certainly less effective when they don't
speak that language! 

I  realize  how much I  rely  on my voice.  Not  just  in  my
vocation, but at home, too. I think one of the weirdest bits is
that I've taken notice of how often I would normally yell now
that I can't! Like calling the girls for supper, or hollering at
Sigga out the back door to ask a question, or yelling down to
remind Freya that we need to leave for music lessons in 5
minutes... I realized the oddness when I passed Josh a note
saying, "can you yell at Sigga to do the litter box?" I guess I'm
a yeller? Kind of a startling realization.  But it's also been a😄

bit sad not to be able to yell, "LOVE YOU, HAVE A GOOD DAY
AT SCHOOL!", on their way out the door each morning.

So I guess I'm on an enforced break from yelling, which is
probably really good! I've been playing more piano, reading
more than usual, and LISTENING more at home. Last night,
the girls  read to me at bedtime because I couldn't  read to
them. It was sweet. 

I miss the use of my voice. I love singing and visiting, and I
did so much of those things in the last week that my vocal
cords just couldn't keep up with demand, I suppose. Here's
hoping a week of vocal rest does some good. Because I don't
think any of us want me doing a sign-language sermon next
weekend! 

 (that one means I love you) 🤟

Erika
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Our guest, Konrad Loewen, is the Volunteer and Engagement
Coordinator  at  the  Plum  Coulee  Material  Resource  Centre,
looking  after  the  warehouse  and  helping  churches,  youth
groups,  schools  and  local  individuals  connect  with  MCC
Manitoba. Plum Coulee is where comforters and kits are baled
to be sent to those in need. Konrad was a pastor for 25 years
before beginning with MCC in 2024.  He and his wife have 2
adult children and a daughter in law. 

WORSHIP & MEETING EVENTS AT AMC  
June 18 4:45 pm Leadership Council
June 19 1:45 pm Muslim Prayer
June 21 11:00 am Worship Service – Erika Enns Rodine
Theme:  New Life  Scripture:  Romans 6:1-11  Worship 
Leader:  June Schwartz  Musician(s):  Gina Enns, Nancy 
Ratzlaff  Technician:  Dale Klassen
June 26 1:45 pm Muslim Prayer
June 28 11:00 am Coffee and Conversation on the lawn
July 5 11:00 am Worship Service – Erika Enns Rodine
July 7 9:00 am Contemplative Prayer

Birthdays:  June 17 – Sigga Rodine; June 19 – Crystal Kehler

Anniversaries:  June 18 - Ron & Karen Martens; Kevin & 
Nancy Neufeld

AMC ANNOUNCEMENTS
- Bev Barton has moved to Eastview Place! Her room number
is 124.  She welcomes visitors.

- A reminder that the 10:30 am AMC Coffee sign up sheet
is on the wall near the office door.  Feel free to volunteer!

-  For  the  month  of  June  the  Youth  will  be  collecting
donations for  Matheson Island Camp. There is a donation
bin  on  the  table  just  outside  Lori's  office.  Cheques  can  be
made  out  to  Altona  Bergthaler  Mennonite  Church  with  the
memo line: Matheson Island Camp. ABC will issue tax receipts.

- Additionally, there is a sign-up sheet for baked goods
for the week of camp. Donated baking helps keep costs down,
and we feel the love from our home churches that went into
them! We enjoy the baking for our breakfasts, lunches and
snack times with the kids! Thank you in advance. If you forget

to sign up at church, here's a list of what AMC is being asked
to provide:
• 4 dozen muffins; 6 dozen cookies; 2 pans brownies 
• 5 dozen buns ; 6 loaves (banana / carrot / zucchini / 
pumpkin/etc)
All  baking  should  be  peanut/peanut  butter  free.  It  can  be
frozen and brought to church (or to Erika's place) anytime the
week of July 13-19. 

- From the Treasurer:
Thank you for your ongoing donations to AMC.

As of June 10, undesignated donations received 
— $54,775.00 of the budgeted $157,834.00 needed for 2026. 
 - Ways to Give at Altona Mennonite Church:

- cash or cheque in the offering plate at the back of the
sanctuary

- online bill payments through Access Credit Union 
- etransfer to amchurchdonations@gmail.com
- There is a donation box on the wall near the door in the
main office.
Thank you for your donations as we continue to be church
together!  

COMMUNITY AND LOCAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
-  Join  the  Walk  for  Alzheimer’s  fundraising event  on
Wednesday,  June  17th,  2026  @  the  Gardens  on  Tenth  in
Altona  (140 10th Avenue N.E.)

10:00 a.m. Walker registration; 10:30 a.m. Program
11:00 a.m. Walk; BBQ lunch following the walk

Donations welcome! 

CONFERENCE  or MCC RELATED ANNOUNCEMENTS
-  Serve  at  Camp  This  Summer:  Health  Officer
Volunteers Needed! In many cases, First Aid/CPR are all we
need.  We  have  a  number  of  key  weeks  to  fill.  Visit
www.campswithmeaning.org/staff  for  open  dates,  the
requirements, and other volunteer positions.

- You are invited to join the Mennonite Church Canada
Annual  General  Meeting—an  opportunity  to  gather  in
prayer, hear the story of God’s work among us, and participate
in  shaping  our  shared  future.  Together  we  will  celebrate
ministry accomplishments, attend to faithful stewardship, and
engage in meaningful discernment as we seek God’s leading
for the next season. Come ready to listen, reflect, and offer
your  voice  as  part  of  our  nationwide  church  family.
https://www.mennonitechurch.ca/agm_2026

- Swing into action in support of MCC relief projects at the
MCC Manitoba’s  Golf  Tournament  on Wednesday,  July  8  at
Bridges  Golf  Course.  Experience  our  Texas  Scramble
tournament featuring on-course challenges, complemented by
a  delicious  BBQ  lunch  and  Mennonite-style  supper.  Visit
mcc.org/Manitoba/Golf  to  learn  more  and  secure  your  spot
today! 

PRAYER AND PRAISE
- Please hold Genevieve Krahn in prayer as she makes some
difficult  business  decisions  in  the  next  while,  and  as  she
continues to move out from under a trauma ridden life. 
- We pray for the seniors in our congregation:
Jean Tarnick, Marianne Braun and Bev Barton at Eastview; Bill
Loewen and Elizabeth  Falk  at  the  Gardens;  Harry  & Susan
Klassen at Golden West,  and others who are not named.
- We pray for all who are living with ongoing health concerns.
- We pray for those who are grieving,  for those whose mental
health and physical health make employment and daily life a
struggle, for those in transition, for those who have moved to
or are waiting to move to a new home.
- We pray for the family care-givers.

PRAYERS FOR OUR COMMUNITY AND THE WORLD
- Pray for Camps with Meaning as their leaders train and
prepare for another full summer.
- MCC laments the U.S. military aggression against Iran and
mourns  our  collective  failure  to  stop  the  endless  cycles  of
violence and the cheapening of human life. We recommit to be
peacemakers in a time of escalating violent conflict.

At AMC, we welcome all persons into fellowship, membership,
and leadership. We do so inclusive of race, ethnicity, gender

identity, sexual orientation, and other identities that have
experienced discrimination and marginalization. 

We seek reconciliation with those who have not historically
experienced such welcome in the church. 

As a congregation, we embrace God’s way of welcome, 
love, and justice for all.

- AMC’s Affirming Statement, accepted at AGM
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