PRAYERS FOR OUR COMMUNITY AND THE WORLD

- Global Companion of the Month — Guatemala. -
Formed at the height of violent conflict in Central America,
SEMILLA seminary challenges its students to live the gospel
message of peace, justice, and compassionate service in their
congregations and communities. Read more:
https://www.mennonitechurch.ca/article/TWCompanionoftheM
onth-Dec2025

We offer prayers this week for the families of Ashlee
Shingoose and Tanya Nepinak as the search of the Brady
Landfill begins. We are grateful for this action that
acknowledges that all life is sacred.

From the Pastor
Greetings!

We have entered the season of Advent. This is a season of
hopeful longing and anticipation, as we move toward the light
of Christ breaking forth into our dark and weary world. Hope,
Peace, Joy and Love will be our themes for the Sundays of
Advent.

There is a Tree of Hope set up in the foyer again this year.
The AMC Kids will be carrying out a special project throughout
Advent, and you are encouraged to bring spare cash/change
along every Sunday to contribute to their collection. The kids
will be collecting change to raise funds for 2 projects: Roca
Refugio and Mennonite Central Committee. Each Sunday there
will be a featured Giving Project that correlates to the theme
for that service: Hope, Peace, Joy & Love. The kids will collect
change during the offering reflection time, and hang
ornaments on the Tree of Hope each week as symbols of our
giving. Help work for change in our world by bringing your
change to church!

Advent 1 (Nov 30)
A gift of HOPE for Roca de Refugio. This week's collection will
go towards purchasing an item that will help support the
needs of immigrant families.

Advent 2 (Dec 7)
A gift of PEACE - Clean Water (MCC). This week's collection
will share the gift of clean water in global communities lacking
clean water sources.

Advent 3 (Dec 14)
A gift of JOY - Ducks & Chickens (MCC). Whether they're
waddling, swimming or flying, ducks & chickens help families
put dreams into motion!

Advent 4 (Dec 21)
A gift of LOVE - Keeping Girls in School (MCC).

Roca de Refugio: The Sunday kids learned about the
congregation in San Antonio, Texas, called Roca de Refugio
that was formed by immigrants to the US. This church works
to help serve the needs of the local immigrant population, as
well as supports immigrant communities across the US. Roca
de Refugio is part of Mennonite Church USA. Supporting newly
arriving immigrant families and building a beloved community
in the family of God takes a lot of heart. It also takes tangible
resources to right inequities created by systems of injustice
and oppression. As Roca de Refugio continues to experience
the impacts of ICE operations, they have been welcoming
support in the form of donated items and financial
contributions. Our AMC Sunday School kids would like to
purchase one of the items on RR's 'most requested' list to help
that community show God's love by supporting the needs of
the last and the least.

MCC Christmas Giving: Help people around the world
ensure their family's basic needs are met. Each gift makes a
lasting impact, bringing cause for celebration long after the
tree comes down and the lights are put away. This year, give
a gift that could change someone's life - like income-
generating ducks or chickens, clean drinking water, essential
school supplies, or hope during hard times.
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2" Advent - Peace
Prelude
Welcome & Announcements
Hymn VT 10 Herein This Place
Call to Worship ~ Psalm 72:1-7
Prayer of Invocation

Advent Hymn VT 715 Longing for Light
Second Advent Candle Lighting & Reading

MCC Video & AMC Kids Giving Project

Scripture Readings  Isaiah 11:1-10; Romans 15:4-13
Sermon Erika Enns Rodine
Hymn VT 218 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus

Sharing & Congregational Prayer
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer
Lord in your goodness, we give thanks

Benediction — Psalm 72:18-19
Hymn VT 252 Go Tell It on the Mountain

AMC Contact information:
Pastor: Rev. Erika Enns Rodine C: 204-963-5764
Office Hours: Tuesday to Friday, 9 am — 4 pm
Email address: erika.altonamennonite@gmail.com
Secretary: Lori Hiebert: C: 204-324-5952 Church: 204-324-6773
Office Hours:  Thursday 9:00 am to Noon
Email address: altonamennonite@gmail.com
Website: altonamennonitechurch.ca
Moderator: Ang Enns C:204-324-4046
Past Moderator: Loren Braul: C: 204-995-5347
Custodians: Dale Klassen 204-324-7458 Sandra Klassen 204-324-1475

Altona Mennonite Church is on Treaty One Territory.
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Worship Leader:  Margruite Krahn

Advent Readers/Candlelighters: Ken Loewen, Simon Braul
Musician(s): Paul Krahn

Technician: Kevin Neufeld

WORSHIP & MEETING EVENTS AT AMC

Dec. 14 9:30 am AMC leads Eastview/Gardens services
11:00 am Worship Service — Erika Enns Rodine
Theme: 3rd Advent - Joy Scripture: Isaiah 35:1-10; Luke
1:46-55; James 5:7-10 Worship Leader: Andrea Hildebrand
Musician(s): Loren Braul, Nancy Ratzlaff 7echnician: Loren

Braul

Dec. 21 — 11:00 am — Worship Service — Erika Enns Rodine
Dec. 21 — 6:30 pm Longest Night Service at AMC

Dec. 24 - 6:30 pm Candlelight Christmas Eve

Dec. 25 — church rental

Dec. 28 — 11:00 am Worship Service — carol singing

January 4 — 11:00 am Worship Service -

January 25, 2026 — AMC’s AGM after the service, bring a lunch

AMC ANNOUNCEMENTS

- AMC Custodians: After many years of faithful service, Dale
and Sandra have decide to hang up their mops, set down the
vacuum and put away the plunger for the last time. This
means AMC is actively looking for new custodians. If you
would like to apply for the job, please email your intentions to
altonamennonite@gmail.com. Or, if you know someone who
might be interested have them send their contact details and a
brief statement why they might be chosen to clean the church.
For more information, please contact Trustee Dan Kehler.

- AMC brings the service to Eastview/Gardens on
December 14 - Singers needed to be part of that service. Let
Erika know if you are available. The group will meet at church
by 9 am on that day to have a look at the chosen songs.

- A reminder that the 10:30 am AMC Coffee sign up sheet
is on the wall near the office door. Feel free to volunteer!

From the Treasurer:
- Thank you for what you have given these past 10 months.
Please continue to make donations to AMC through etransfer
(amchurchdonations@gmail.com), online bill payments
through Access Credit Union, and the offering plate at the
back of the sanctuary.

Budgeted Revenue & Donations— $150,863.00

Donations/Revenue(rentals)/Auction $$ as of December

3rd---- $130,580.00

December 31st is the end of our fiscal year and we need to
bring in $20,283.00 in order to meet our budget. If we are
able to meet our budget in this way, we can pay out all of our
expenses, move savings back into a discretionary fund, and
donate the full amounts to our partnering agencies.

Thank you for all of your donations in this year and for
your prayerful consideration as we continue this practical part
of being church together.

COMMUNITY AND LOCAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

- Preparations are underway for the 2025 Altona
Community Christmas Dinner. The return of the annual
tradition last year was well attended with 533 meals being
served. The Dec. 25th meal will be held this year from 11am
to 1:30pm at the Rhineland Pioneer Centre and is open to
everyone. Those wanting to support the dinner are invited to
consider sharing the costs of grocery items. This is not a
fundraising meal however if there are proceeds they will go to
the Rhineland Empty Stocking Fund.

Cheques can be made payable to Altona Community
Christmas Dinner and collected at the church or accepted at
Access Credit Union. e-transfers can be made to
altonachristmasdinner@gmail.com
To volunteer for some preparation before the 25th and on
Christmas Day, e-mail: altonachristmasdinner@gmail.com

NFERENCE or MCC RELATED ANNOUNCEMENT
- Faith and Life Choirs Christmas Carol Sing. December
14, 2025. 3:30pm. Bethel Mennonite Church, Winnipeg. A
freewill offering will be taken.

- MCM is hosting Winnipeg’'s ecumenical service that
begins the 2026 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. January
18, 7:30pm at First Mennonite Church. Consider joining the
choir, which will rehearse at First Mennonite January 4 and 11,
6:30pm. It would be great to have strong MCM representation
for this!

- Camps with Meaning Summer Leadership applications are
open. www.campswithmeaning.org/staff

PRAYER AND PRAISE

- Norma Enns, Erika’s grandmother, has been moved to the
Morris Hospital.

- Albert Klassen had hip surgery in Calgary on December 3.
Pray that healing goes well.

- Bev Barton requests prayer as she recovers from her knee
replacement surgery. Also, her beloved dog is now receiving
palliative care which is very hard.

- We pray for the seniors in our congregation:

Jean Tarnick and Marianne Braun at Eastview; Bill Loewen and
Elizabeth Falk at the Gardens; Harry & Susan Klassen at
Golden West, and others who are not named.- We pray for all
who are living with ongoing health concerns.

- We pray for those who are grieving, for those whose mental
health and physical health make employment and daily life a
struggle, for those in transition/who have moved to a new
home. We pray for the family care-givers.



