
PRAYER AND PRAISE
- Norma Enns, Erika’s grandmother, has been moved to the
Morris Hospital.
- Albert Klassen will  be going to Calgary for hip surgery on
December 3. Pray all goes well.
- Bev Barton requests prayer as she recovers from her knee
replacement surgery.  Also, her beloved dog is now receiving
palliative care which is very hard.
 - We pray for the seniors in our congregation:
Jean Tarnick and Marianne Braun at Eastview; Bill Loewen and
Elizabeth  Falk  at  the  Gardens;  Harry  &  Susan  Klassen  at
Golden West,  and others who are not named.- We pray for all
who are living with ongoing health concerns.
- We pray for those who are grieving,  for those whose mental
health and physical health make employment and daily life a
struggle,  for  those in  transition/who have moved to a new
home.  We pray for the family care-givers.

PRAYERS FOR OUR COMMUNITY AND THE WORLD
-  Global  Companion  of  the  Month  –  Guatemala.  -
Formed at  the height of  violent  conflict  in  Central  America,
SEMILLA seminary challenges its students to live the gospel
message of peace, justice, and compassionate service in their
congregations  and  communities.  Read  more:
https://www.mennonitechurch.ca/article/IWCompanionoftheM
onth-Dec2025

From the Pastor
Greetings!

Next Sunday we will enter the season of Advent. This is a
season  of  hopeful  longing  and  anticipation,  as  we  move
toward the light  of  Christ  breaking forth into our  dark and
weary world. Hope, Peace, Joy and Love will be our themes
for the Sundays of Advent. 

There will be a Tree of Hope set up in the foyer again this
year.  The  AMC  Kids  will  be  carrying  out  a  special  project
throughout Advent,  and you are encouraged to bring spare
cash/change  along  every  Sunday  to  contribute  to  their
collection. The kids will be collecting change to raise funds for
2 projects: Roca Refugio and Mennonite Central Committee.
Each  Sunday  there  will  be  a  featured  Giving  Project  that
correlates to the theme for that service: Hope, Peace, Joy &
Love. The kids will collect change during the offering reflection
time, and hang ornaments on the Tree of Hope each week as

symbols of our giving. Help work for change in our world by
bringing your change to church!

Advent 1 (Nov 30)
A gift of HOPE for Roca de Refugio. This week's collection will
go  towards  purchasing  an  item  that  will  help  support  the
needs of immigrant families.

Advent 2 (Dec 7)
A gift of PEACE - Clean Water (MCC). This week's collection
will share the gift of clean water in global communities lacking
clean water sources. 

Advent 3 (Dec 14)
A gift  of  JOY  -  Ducks  &  Chickens  (MCC).  Whether  they're
waddling, swimming or flying, ducks & chickens help families
put dreams into motion!

Advent 4 (Dec 21) 
A gift of LOVE - Keeping Girls in School (MCC). 

Roca  de  Refugio: The  Sunday  kids  learned  about  the
congregation in San Antonio, Texas, called Roca de Refugio
that was formed by immigrants to the US. This church works
to help serve the needs of the local immigrant population, as
well as supports immigrant communities across the US. Roca
de Refugio is part of Mennonite Church USA. Supporting newly
arriving immigrant families and building a beloved community
in the family of God takes a lot of heart. It also takes tangible
resources to right inequities created by systems of injustice
and oppression. As Roca de Refugio continues to experience
the  impacts  of  ICE  operations,  they  have  been  welcoming
support  in  the  form  of  donated  items  and  financial
contributions.  Our  AMC  Sunday  School  kids  would  like  to
purchase one of the items on RR's 'most requested' list to help
that community show God's love by supporting the needs of
the last and the least.

MCC Christmas Giving:  Help people  around the world
ensure their family's basic needs are met. Each gift makes a
lasting impact,  bringing cause for celebration long after the
tree comes down and the lights are put away. This year, give
a  gift  that  could  change  someone's  life  -  like  income-
generating ducks or chickens, clean drinking water, essential
 school supplies, or hope during hard times. 
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1st Advent - Hope
Singing with our Senses

GATHERING
Prelude
Welcome & Announcements 
Advent Hymn VT 258 Love Has Come
1st Advent Candle Lighting & Reading 

Call to Worship
All creation holds its breath.
The time is almost here.
The heavenly choir of angels waits for its cue to sing.
Excitement is all around us.
Prepare your hearts–The grace of God takes on human form.
Good news! Emmanuel, God-with-Us, comes to us.
We gather to make ready our hearts
for the coming of Christ, our hope.

Prayer of Invocation 

SINGING WITH OUR SENSES 
- God is About to do a New Thing

VT 403 As a Sigh Great with Yearning

AMC Contact information:
Pastor: Rev. Erika Enns Rodine C: 204-963-5764

Office Hours: Tuesday to Friday, 9 am – 4 pm
Email address: erika.altonamennonite@gmail.com

Secretary: Lori Hiebert: C: 204-324-5952 Church: 204-324-6773
Office Hours: Thursday 9:00 am to Noon
Email address: altonamennonite@gmail.com
Website: altonamennonitechurch.ca

Moderator: Ang Enns  C:204-324-4046
Past Moderator: Loren Braul: C: 204-995-5347
Custodians:   Dale Klassen 204-324-7458 Sandra Klassen 204-324-1475

 Altona Mennonite Church is on Treaty One Territory. 

mailto:altonamennonite@gmail.com


Night Vision A Reflection
VT 610 Precious Lord, Take My Hand
VT 163 Amazing Grace!

Womb of Wonder Spoken hymn text VT#238 
VT 237 Now the Heavens Start to Whisper

Angels & Stars
Scripture Reading Psalm 139:1-12
STJ 111 My Latest Sun is Sinking Fast
Musical Reflection

Light Dawns Awakening to God’s Possibilities
Scripture Reading Isaiah 9:2-7
VT 495 Morning Has Broken
VT 437 The Lord is My Light 

(with coin collection by Sunday School Kids)

Prayers for the World

LIVING IN EXPECTATION
SS 72 We are often Toss’d & Driv’n
VT 274 See Whose Glory Fills the Skies, st. 1, 

St. 3 following Words of Blessing
Words of Blessing

Worship Leaders: Ang Enns, Marilyn Houser Hamm
Advent Readers/Candlelighters: Susie Fisher, Freya Rodine
Readers: Sydney Hildebrand, Emily Bernadin
Musicians: Tamara Franz, Paul Krahn, Terry Klassen, Kevin 

Neufeld, Leo Dyck, Marilyn Houser Hamm, Nancy Ratzlaff
Technician: Dale Klassen

Readings:  NIGHT VISIONS - searching the shadows of advent
and  christmas.  Jan  Richardson,  United  Church  Press,
Cleveland, Ohio, USA

WORSHIP & MEETING EVENTS AT AMC  
December 2 - 9 am – Contemplative Time of Prayer
December 5 – 7:00 pm Carols and Keys Concert at AMC
December 7 – 9:45 am – Adult Class continues discussion on 

Membership
11:00 am Worship Service – Erika Enns Rodine Theme: 

2nd Advent - Peace  Scripture:  Isaiah 11:1-10; Romans 15:4-
13; Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19  Worship Leader: Margruite Krahn  
Musician(s):  Paul Krahn Technician:   Kevin Neufeld
December 14 – Worship Service - 3rd Advent – Joy

speaker: Erika Enns Rodine
December 21 – Longest Night Service at AMC
January 25, 2026 – AMC’s AGM after the service, bring a lunch

 
Birthdays: November 30 – Peggy Martens

AMC ANNOUNCEMENTS
-  Contemplative  Time  of  Silent  Prayer –  Tuesday,
December 2, 9 am at AMC.  Come for a time of silent prayer
for AMC, the community, and whatever is on your heart.  Sit
and pray, walk and pray in silent reflection.

- Thanks to every who joined us in the initial discussion about
what Membership means at AMC and how this is reflected in
our constitution.  We will continue the discussion Dec 7
at 9:45 am during adult Sunday School. All are welcome. 

-  AMC  brings  the  service  to  Eastview/Gardens  on
December 14 – Singers needed to be part of that service. Let
Erika know if you are available.

- A reminder that the 10:30 am AMC Coffee sign up sheet
is on the wall near the office door.  Feel free to volunteer!

 From the Treasurer:
 - Thank you for what you have given these past 10 months.
Please continue to make donations to AMC through etransfer
(amchurchdonations@gmail.com),  online  bill  payments
through Access  Credit  Union,  and the  offering  plate  at  the
back of the sanctuary.

Budgeted Revenue & Donations— $150,863.00
Donations/Revenue(rentals)/Auction $$ as of November 

26th---- $120,055.00

December 31st is the end of our fiscal year and we need to
bring in $30,808.00 in order to meet our budget.  If we are
able to meet our budget in this way, we can pay out all of our
expenses, move savings back into a discretionary fund, and
donate the full amounts to our partnering agencies.  

Thank you for all  of your donations in this year and for
your prayerful consideration as we continue this practical part
of being church together. 

COMMUNITY AND LOCAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
- Empty Stocking Fund: If you or someone you know would
like  to  receive  food  vouchers  and  gifts  from  the  Empty
Stocking Fund this Christmas. please register by calling 431-
342-0525  or  email  rhinelandesf@gmail.com.  Please  leave  a
name and phone # if you get voicemail. We will call you back.
Deadline for registration: Nov 30, 2025;  Delivery date: Dec
13, 2025 - Someone must be home to accept gifts.
To donate to the Empty Stocking Fund go to Access Credit
Union in Plum Coulee, Gretna or Altona

CONFERENCE  or MCC RELATED ANNOUNCEMENTS
- Join us at Eden Foundation’s “Light Up the Night”
Sunday,  November  30,  2025,  Eden  Mental  Health  Centre
Grounds, 1500 Pembina Avenue, Winkler.  Join us for a festive
and meaningful day in support of Mental Health!
-  Activities:  Skating,  Christmas  Carnival,  Hay  Rides,  Snow
Sculptures, Market vendors
- Tree Lighting Ceremony: 5:30 PM
- Fill the Stocking, Share the Warmth- Bring socks, gloves, or
toiletries  to  help  those  at  Eden  Mental  Health  Centre  Or
donate $25 and receive an honorary ornament in memory of
someone special. Free admission
-  Thank you so much for whatever help you can provide in
support  of  this  event,  in  recognition  of  those with  ongoing
mental health challenges and illness.


