- Mennonite Church Manitoba invites applications for the
Director of Camps with Meaning position. Full time.
www.campswithmeaning.org/news
- Camps with Meaning invites applications for the Facilities
Manager position at Camp Assiniboia. Full time.
www.campswithmeaning.org/news

PRAYER AND PRAISE

- Mary Costen's mother, Fran Fraser moved to Eastview Place
from Neepawa. Pray for a happy transition to Altona.

- Pray for Erika’s grandmother Norma Enns. She was recently
diagnosed with cancer, and it has spread. She has moved to
the Gardens Apartments.

- Bev Barton requests prayer as she waits for her knee
replacement surgery. Also, her beloved dog is now receiving
palliative care which is very hard.

- We pray for the seniors in our congregation:

Jean Tarnick and Marianne Braun, Fran Fraser at Eastview; Bill
Loewen and Elizabeth Falk at the Gardens; Harry & Susan
Klassen at Golden West, and others who are not named.- We
pray for all who are living with ongoing health concerns.

- We pray for those who are grieving, for those whose mental
health and physical health make employment and daily life a
struggle, for those in transition/who have moved to a new
home. We pray for the family care-givers.

PRAYERS FOR OUR COMMUNITY AND THE WORLD

- Pray for families in Gaza - In March, the government of
Israel imposed a blockade of humanitarian aid to the Gaza
Strip, leading to widespread malnutrition and starvation. Let us
continue to pray for families throughout Gaza, the West Bank,
East Jerusalem, and Israel who have lost loved ones, homes,
health, and hope in the devastating war, and for the churches
in these regions, that their witness to the peace and justice of
God's kingdom remain strong. Pray that the regional and
international political leaders would turn toward compassion
and equality for all.

From the Pastor
Good morning!

Last spring sometime, MCM pastors/congregations received
an invitation to participate in a new program called Companion
Congregations. The purpose of this program is 'to foster
greater connection and deeper relationships between
congregations', and if we were interested in pursuing this, we
were presented with two different streams of the program.
The first was an inter-MCM option, where rural congregations
would be paired with urban congregations; and the second
option was to be paired with a congregation from Mennonite
Church USA in hopes of building relationships amidst ongoing
tension and uncertainty between our two countries.

It was the second stream that interested me, since I (and
many of you) already have good connections to various urban
congregations in MCM. Considering that I had tried on my own
a number of months ago to reach out to a few MC USA
churches with not much luck, I brought the invitation for this
program to Church Council and expressed my interest in
participating, who gave their blessing!

Nothing happened for a few months, except that I received
communication to say that 'they were working on pairing
congregations', but with folks taking summer holidays it would
take some time.

In early September I finally heard word that our
Companion Congregation partnership would be with Jubilee
Mennonite Church in Bellefontaine, Ohio (in the Central District
Conference of MC USA). The letter included some ideas for
how to connect with one another, and outlined the minimum
expectation for this project as:

- sharing general information about themselves with the

other;

- sharing regular updates on congregational joys and

challenges with the other;

- regularly communicate encouragement to the other; and

- regularly pray for the other.

"We look forward to the ways God's Spirit will bring you
together and demonstrate that God's love knows no borders!
May your journey together bear much fruit."

I have sent an initial communication to pass along our
greetings and introduce AMC to Jubilee, and I'll keep you
posted! I would be very happy to receive your creative
thoughts and ideas for how we might connect with our
companion congregation going forward

Altona
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VOLUME LXIV No.33 September 28, 2025

Prelude
Welcome and Announcements
Hymn HWB 425 Come, come ye saints.

Call to Worship and Prayer of Invocation
Hymn VT 11 Mountain of God
Offering/Music Reflection

Scripture Readings Psalm 126 Romans 13:8-10

Sermon Joy as Resilience — Living as neighbours;
loving as those who dream Cheryl Pauls

Songs included within the sermon:
VT 685 O Lord, Hear My Prayer,
VT 653 Nothing Is Lost On the Breath of God
VT 808 Between Darkness and Light
VT 666 In Thee Is Gladness

Sharing and Prayer
...Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer
...Lord, for your goodness, we give thanks
Hymn VT 847 You Shall Go Out With Joy.
Benediction

AMC Contact information:
Pastor: Rev. Erika Enns Rodine C: 204-963-5764
Office Hours: Tuesday to Friday, 9 am — 4 pm
Email address: erika.altonamennonite@gmail.com
Secretary: Lori Hiebert: C: 204-324-5952 Church: 204-324-6773
Office Hours:  Thursday 9:00 am to Noon
Email address: altonamennonite@gmail.com
Website: altonamennonitechurch.ca
Moderator: Ang Enns C:204-324-4046
Past Moderator: Loren Braul: C: 204-995-5347
Custodians: Dale Klassen 204-324-7458 Sandra Klassen 204-324-1475
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Worship leader: Norma Thiessen
Musicians: Marilyn Houser Hamm, Cheryl Pauls
Technician: Dale Klassen

WORSHIP & MEETING EVENTS AT AMC

October 5 9:45 am — Formation for kids / Adult Study

11:00 am Speaker: Erika Enns Rodine 7heme:
God lifts up those who are bowed down Scripture: Psalm 146
Worship Leader: Andrea Hildebrand Musician(s): Loren Braul,
Sylvia Klassen Technician: Dale Klassen

AMC Thanksgiving Lunch after the service
October 12 11:00 am — Worship Service - Erika Enns Rodine
October 19 10:30 am - CMYC concert as part of the
service

October 26 11:00 am — Worship Service — Erika Enns Rodine
November 2 11:00 am — Worship Service — Erika Enns Rodine

Birthdays: September 29 — Jenny Neufeld, Leo Dyck; October
3 — Julia Thiessen

AMC ANNOUNCEMENTS.
- Correction on the Food Group phone number for Ray and
Doreen Mierau — it should read 204-542-0796. Please correct
your copies.
- For the AMC Thanksgiving lunch on Sunday, October
5, please bring casseroles, salad or veggies, buns and dessert
enough for your family and some to share. Set up Group 4,
Clean up Group 3
- Women's Auxiliary Reboot! - There was so much positive
energy after the supper event at Buttercup last spring that it
would be a shame not to continue meeting on occasion! A
casual evening of visiting over muffins and coffee/tea is being
planned for mid-October in the church basement. Please stop
by the table outside Lori's office to look at the potential dates
and indicate your availability!
- An AMC Worship Service Survey has been distributed.
Copies are on the lobby table near the office. Please provide
as much detail as possible to help the Worship Committee fully
understand your responses. We ask that completed surveys be
returned to the allocated box at the church by October 12th.
- A reminder that the 10:30 am AMC Coffee sign up sheet
is on the wall near the office door. Feel free to volunteer!
- From the Treasurer:

Please continue to make donations to AMC through
etransfer  (amchurchdonations@gmail.com), online  bill
payments through Access Credit Union, and the offering plate

at the back of the sanctuary - and thank you for your
generous donations in the first half of this year.

There is a locked box in the general office for leaving your
cheques and cash if you prefer.

Total Donations/Income $94,830

Total Expenses $101,425
This means that our expenses are $6,595 more than what we
have brought in in donations. Our budget tells us that we
need $55,658 more between now and Dec 31st to meet all of
our financial commitments as a congregation. Thank you for
your continued giving as we work together at this practical
part of being church.

- The AMC Worship Committee is planning a fall worship
series that will spend time looking back at who we were, and
also forward at who we hope to become . The first Sunday
in this series will be October 26, titled "Who Were
We?". We are inviting the AMC men to join a 'reunion’ of the
AMC Men's Choir that includes voices past and present with
one rehearsal before the morning's service, singing familiar
hymns that reflect the 'Who We Were' theme. Let Erika Enns
Rodine know if you can make it.

COMMUNITY AND LOCAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

- Tuesday September 30th is the National Day for Truth
and Reconciliation. You are invited to join the annual 45-
minute walk from Roseau Valley School in Dominion City to the
residential school monument at Roseau River Anishinaabe First
Nation. The walk begins at 10 am. This year, free lunch is
provided at RRAFN, orange shirts will be provided for all
participants, and there will be a Friendship Dance and
Powwow Showcase after the walk! The event is scheduled to
wind down around 2:30pm. See poster for further details,
including a possible bus ride.

- Altona United Church will be hosting an evening of
prayer, open to all, under the theme “A Night of Hope and
Healing” on Tuesday, 30 September, from 7:00 to 8:00
p-m. This hour will be set apart for silent prayer, open to all,
as together we lift before God the concerns of our community,
our nation, and the wider world.

- Gardens on Tenth - Soup & Pie Fundraiser on Oct. 2,
2025 from 5-7pm. - poster on bulletin board

- Steps toward Reconciliation invites you to a
presentation by Dr. Karen Froman, a professor in
Indigenous Studies at the University of Winnipeg. She is the
daughter of a residential school survivor and will talk about
residential schools from her personal perspective as well as
from her extensive studies. Held at The Community Exchange

on October 4th at 10:00 a.m. This is a morning event only,
free admission.

- BLUE SKY OPPORTUNITIES INC. ANNUAL FALL
FUNDRAISER - Thursday, November 6th @ 6:00 pm at
Rhineland Pioneer Centre, 227-10th Ave NW Ticket
Information: Tickets are $50 per person, available in person
at Blue Sky Opportunities, Prairie Insurance or call/email
204.324.5401 or admin@blueskyopp.com

NFERENCE or MCC RELATED ANNOUNCEMENT
- Amongst church visits and the annual Christmas concert, the
Faith and Life Male Choir will sing at this fundraising event
for the Friends of the Mennonite Centre in Ukraine.
Saturday, October 18. 7:00pm. First Mennonite Church,
Winnipeg. Sunday, October 19, 3:00pm. Grace Mennonite
Church, Steinbach.
- 2025 1.]J. Thiessen Lecture Series: A Sacred Way of
Life: Theology as a Guide to Spirituality — CMU invites
you to hear Dr. Kevin Hector from University of Chicago on
October 21-22 at 11:00 AM and 7:00 PM on October 21 and at
11:00 AM on October 22 in the CMU Chapel. The lectures will
explore spirituality through three forms of sacredness—
transcendent value, beauty, and power— and examine how
religion can play a crucial role in helping us hold these
together. All lectures are free and open to all. More
information and recordings at cmu.ca/jjt.
- Come to the Table. Annual Camps with Meaning
Celebration Fundraising Banquets. Nov. 1, 5:30pm -
The Community Exchange, Altona, MB. Nov. 2, 5:30pm -
Bethel Mennonite Church, Winnipeg, MB. Proceeds help get
kids to camp. Visit www.campswithmeaning.org/news or call
the camp office 204-895-2267 to reserve your free tickets.
- Mennonites of Manitoba, prepare yourselves for
SUNDAY NIGHT LIVE: A Talent Night Fundraiser put on
by pastors! Please join us on Sunday, November 23,
2025 at 7pm for an evening of fun and fellowship as pastors
from across the province showcase their talents while you
enjoy cookies and coffee, all in the beautiful Marpeck
Commons of CMU in Winnipeg. Tickets are $10 - reserve them
here: https://tinyurl.com/y68x9znd. A limited quantity will be
available at the door. All proceeds go to the work of
Mennonite Church Manitoba as they help guide and resource
our churches to love and serve God and our communities.
AMC'’s Erika Enns Rodine is one of the performers!



