
PRAYER AND PRAISE
- Pray for Julia Thiessen / Myron Dyck. Julia’s mother Ruth
Thiessen passed away suddenly last week.  The funeral was
on Monday.  Pray for the rest of the family.
- Mary Costen's mother, Fran Fraser moved to Eastview Place
this  week  from  Neepawa.   Pray  for  a  happy  transition  to
Altona. Pray for Mary as she is travelling, and for Greg as he
recovers from a back injury.
- Pray for Erika’s grandmother Norma Enns. She was recently
diagnosed with cancer, and it has spread.  She has moved to
the Gardens Apartments.
-  Bev  Barton  requests  prayer  as  she  waits  for  her  knee
replacement surgery.  Also, her beloved dog is now receiving
palliative care which is very hard.
 - We pray for the seniors in our congregation:
Jean Tarnick and Marianne Braun at Eastview; Bill Loewen and
Elizabeth  Falk  at  the  Gardens;  Harry  &  Susan  Klassen  at
Golden West,  and others who are not named.- We pray for all
who are living with ongoing health concerns.
- We pray for those who are grieving,  for those whose mental
health and physical health make employment and daily life a
struggle,  for  those in  transition/who have moved to a new
home.  We pray for the family care-givers.

PRAYERS FOR OUR COMMUNITY AND THE WORLD
- Pray for families in Gaza - In March, the government of
Israel  imposed a blockade of  humanitarian aid  to  the Gaza
Strip, leading to widespread malnutrition and starvation. Let us
continue to pray for families throughout Gaza, the West Bank,
East Jerusalem, and Israel who have lost loved ones, homes,
health, and hope in the devastating war, and for the churches
in these regions, that their witness to the peace and justice of
God's  kingdom  remain  strong. Pray  that  the  regional  and
international  political  leaders would turn toward compassion
and equality for all.
From the Pastor
Good morning!

Last spring sometime, MCM pastors/congregations received an
invitation to participate in a new program called Companion
Congregations.  The  purpose  of  this  program  is  'to  foster
greater  connection  and  deeper  relationships  between
congregations', and if we were interested in pursuing this, we
were presented with two different streams of  the program.
The first was an inter-MCM option, where rural congregations
would be paired with urban congregations;  and the second

option was to be paired with a congregation from Mennonite
Church USA in hopes of building relationships amidst ongoing
tension and uncertainty between our two countries.

It  was the second stream that  interested me,  since I  (and
many of you) already have good connections to various urban
congregations in MCM. Considering that I had tried on my own
a  number  of  months  ago  to  reach  out  to  a  few  MC  USA
churches with not much luck, I brought the invitation for this
program  to  Church  Council  and  expressed  my  interest  in
participating, who gave their blessing!

Nothing happened for a few months, except that I received
communication  to  say  that  'they  were  working  on  pairing
congregations', but with folks taking summer holidays it would
take some time. 

In early September I finally heard word that our Companion
Congregation  partnership  would  be  with  Jubilee  Mennonite
Church  in  Bellefontaine,  Ohio  (in  the  Central  District
Conference of MC USA). The letter included some ideas for
how to connect with one another, and outlined the minimum
expectation for this project as:

- sharing general information about themselves with the other;
-  sharing  regular  updates  on  congregational  joys  and
challenges with the other;
- regularly communicate encouragement to the other; and
- regularly pray for the other.

"We  look  forward  to  the  ways  God's  Spirit  will  bring  you
together and demonstrate that God's love knows no borders!
May your journey together bear much fruit."

I  have  sent  an  initial  communication  to  pass  along  our
greetings  and  introduce  AMC  to  Jubilee,  and  I'll  keep  you
posted!  I  would  be  very  happy  to  receive  your  creative
thoughts  and  ideas  for  how  we  might  connect  with  our
companion congregation going forward!
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God is our refuge

Prelude  Praeludium II       Mendelssohn
Welcome and Announcements
Hymn VT 47 God of Our Strength

Call to Worship
Leader: In every generation, the people of God have been 

blessed to find their home and resting place in God!
People: We gather to worship and praise the God of all 

people.
Leader: We gather to worship and praise our God , and to ask 

God to fill us with the joy of your unfailing love.
People: May the favour and blessing of God be upon us 

this day. Amen.
Opening Prayer

Hymn VT 536 I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say
Scripture Psalm 91
Offering / Music Reflection  
Time for the Young at Heart
Hymn VT 789 Be a Sower
Message Erika Enns Rodine / Greg Costen
Hymn VT 434 O God, Our Refuge

AMC Contact information:
Pastor: Rev. Erika Enns Rodine C: 204-963-5764

Office Hours: Tuesday to Friday, 9 am – 4 pm
Email address: erika.altonamennonite@gmail.com

Secretary: Lori Hiebert: C: 204-324-5952 Church: 204-324-6773
Office Hours: Thursday 9:00 am to Noon
Email address: altonamennonite@gmail.com
Website: altonamennonitechurch.ca

Moderator: Ang Enns  C:204-324-4046
Past Moderator: Loren Braul: C: 204-995-5347
Custodians:   Dale Klassen 204-324-7458 Sandra Klassen 204-324-1475  

 Altona Mennonite Church is on Treaty One Territory.

mailto:altonamennonite@gmail.com


Prayer Time
Hymn VT 209 We Dream of a Turning
Benediction

Worship leader: June Schwartz
Musicians: Loren Braul, Nancy Ratzlaff
Technician: Kevin Neufeld

WORSHIP & MEETING EVENTS   AT AMC   
September 28 9:45 am – Formation for kids / Adult Study

11:00 am – guest speaker - Cheryl Pauls, CMU
Worship Leader:  Norma Thiessen Musician(s):  Marilyn Houser
Hamm, Cheryl Pauls  Technician:  Dale Klassen
October 5 11:00 am – Worship Service – Erika Enns Rodine

AMC Thanksgiving Lunch after the service
October 12 11:00 am – Worship Service - Erika Enns Rodine
October 19 10:30 am - CMYC concert as part of the 

service
October 26 11:00 am – Worship Service – Erika Enns Rodine
November 2 11:00 am – Worship Service – Erika Enns Rodine

Birthdays: September 25 – Tim Doerksen

AMC ANNOUNCEMENTS.
- For the AMC Thanksgiving lunch on Sunday, October
5, please bring casseroles, salad or veggies, buns and dessert
enough for your family and some to share. Set up Group 4,
Clean up Group 3

- Women's Auxiliary Reboot! - There was so much positive
energy after the supper event at Buttercup last spring that it
would be a shame not to continue meeting on occasion! A
casual evening of visiting over muffins and coffee/tea is being
planned for mid-October in the church basement. Please stop
by the table outside Lori's office to look at the potential dates
and indicate your availability! 

- An AMC Worship Service Survey has been distributed.
We  are  asking  all  who  participate  in  services  at  AMC  to
complete the survey. Copies are on the lobby table near the
office.  You  may  fill  it  out  individually,  or  collectively  as  a
household;  whatever works best  for  you.  Please provide as
much detail as possible to help the Worship Committee fully
understand your responses. We ask that completed surveys be
returned to the allocated box at the church by October 12th.

- From the Treasurer:
 Please  continue  to  make  donations  to  AMC  through
etransfer  (amchurchdonations@gmail.com),  online  bill
payments through Access Credit Union, and the offering plate
at  the  back  of  the  sanctuary  -  and  thank  you  for  your
generous donations in the first half of this year.  

There is a locked box in the general office for leaving your
cheques and cash if you prefer.

As of Sept 3rd, money that has come in by donations and
rentals  is  at  $83,645.00.   Our  expenses  paid  out  are
$94,795.81. Our expenses are higher than our income at this
point. 

May we prayerfully consider our giving over the next four
months as we as a church pay our staff, our bills, and the
commitments we have made to other organizations.  Thank
you.
-  The grand piano in the sanctuary is owned by the Red
River Valley Festival  of  the Arts which is  now inactive.  The
festival would prefer to sell  the piano to AMC for a cost of
$5000.  AMC  has  no  budget  line  for  this,  so  designated
donations to the grand piano "fund" are welcome. Please mark
on your donation (or let Marne know) that it is for the piano.
These donations are receiptable. You may donate to the fund
as you wish, but please continue to give your support to the
AMC budget as well. Thanks!  - Loren Hiebert

- A reminder that the 10:30 am AMC Coffee sign up sheet
is on the wall near the office door.  Feel free to volunteer!

COMMUNITY AND LOCAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
-  Altona  United  Church  Beef  Stew  Fundraiser –
Thursday, September 23 – 4:30 to 6:30 pm. See poster for
more details.

-  Gardens on Tenth - Soup & Pie Fundraiser on Oct. 2,
2025 from 5-7pm. - poster on bulletin board

-  BLUE  SKY  OPPORTUNITIES  INC.  ANNUAL  FALL
FUNDRAISER  -  This  will  be  a  catered  event  with
entertainment by Patrick Gregoire, Magician, and raffle ticket
prizes.  Thursday,  November  6th  @  6:00  pm  at  Rhineland
Pioneer Centre, 227-10th Ave NW Ticket Information:  Tickets
are  $50  per  person,  available  in  person  at  Blue  Sky
Opportunities, Prairie Insurance or call/email 204.324.5401 or
admin@blueskyopp.com 

CONFERENCE  or MCC RELATED ANNOUNCEMENTS
- Xplore – CMU’s Xplore extended education program
investigates dimensions of the Christian faith, our world, and
life in it—all without assignments or exams! Consider taking a
course on depolarization,  Anabaptists  at  500,  understanding
Roman Catholicism, the book of Daniel, the book of Ruth and
more. Courses begin September 23rd. Churches may consider
hosting  an  Xplore  watch  party  with  people  from  your
community.  For  course  information  and  to  register  visit
cmu.ca/xplore.

-  Last  chance  to  register  to  attend  MCC  Manitoba’s
Annual General Meeting on Thursday, Sept. 25 from 7-
8:30 p.m. This year’s meeting will be online over Zoom. Hear
updates  from  MCC  Manitoba,  comments  from  new  MCC
Canada Executive Director Ken Kim, and international program
stories  from  Mulanda  Jimmy  Juma,  MCC  representative  for
Rwanda and Burundi.  Everyone is welcome! Register before
Tuesday, Sept. 23 at mcc.org/manitoba/agm. 

- Amongst church visits and the annual Christmas concert, the
Faith and Life Male Choir will sing at this fundraising event
for the Friends of the Mennonite Centre in Ukraine.
Saturday,  October  18.  7:00pm.  First  Mennonite  Church,
Winnipeg.  Sunday,  October  19,  3:00pm.  Grace  Mennonite
Church, Steinbach.

-  Come  to  the  Table.  Annual  Camps  with  Meaning
Celebration Fundraising Banquets. Nov. 1, 5:30pm - The
Community Exchange, Altona, MB. Nov. 2,  5:30pm - Bethel
Mennonite Church, Winnipeg, MB. Proceeds help get kids to
camp.  Visit  www.campswithmeaning.org/news  or  call  the
camp office 204-895-2267 to reserve your free tickets

-  Mennonite  Church  Manitoba  invites  applications  for  the
Director  of  Camps  with  Meaning position.  Full  time.
www.campswithmeaning.org/news

- Camps with Meaning invites applications for the  Facilities
Manager  position  at  Camp  Assiniboia. Full  time.
www.campswithmeaning.org/news


