
PRAYERS FOR OUR COMMUNITY AND THE WORLD
- Pray for families in Gaza - In March, the government of
Israel  imposed a blockade of  humanitarian aid  to  the Gaza
Strip, leading to widespread malnutrition and starvation. Let us
continue to pray for families throughout Gaza, the West Bank,
East Jerusalem, and Israel who have lost loved ones, homes,
health, and hope in the devastating war, and for the churches
in these regions, that their witness to the peace and justice of
God's  kingdom  remain  strong. Pray  that  the  regional  and
international  political  leaders would turn toward compassion
and equality for all.
 

From the Pastor
Happy September, folks!

I'm sitting in my office listening to Bon Iver's song "There's
A Rhythm" as I type this, surprised to already be wearing a fall
sweater  on  this  cool,  overcast  Thursday  morning  in  early
September. 

"There's a rhythm to reclaim..."
I always feel somewhat resigned to this annual reclaiming

of rhythm. It's  inevitable.  The summer has to end, and for
many of us this means we must return to the familiar rhythms
of the school cycle. But I don't anticipate it eagerly as some
do. I don't crave routine, though I know that establishing 'a
rhythm'  is  good  for  the  kids  and  family.  But  I  just  want
summer to stretch out a little longer! The carefree days of
exploring and leisure.  I  guess that's  relegated to Saturdays
now - sigh!

As much as I detest the idea of being a routine person,
however,  it  actually  felt  good  to  start  settling  into  the  old
routine again this week. Yes, it was sad to acknowledge the
end of summer holidays, but when I walked into the church on
Wednesday morning, it felt so wonderful to return. And it was
indeed very good to wave the kids off to school, too! Upon
reflection,  I  might  really  just  dread the thought  of  packing
lunches  again  for  the  next  10  months.  I  was  ready  for
everything else that comes with reclaiming the rhythm of fall.
Just not the lunches. I will not reclaim that part of the rhythm
with gladness. I become weary at the thought of it!

But honestly, I am so happy to be back in the office, and I
feel invigorated and excited about what's in store for us as a
church community this fall.  We've got a few worship series
planned, including one on the Psalms that starts today! It will
actually  match  the  Sunday  school  texts  and  themes  that
Formation will  be following from the Shine curriculum! And
there are some Special Music Sundays on the calendar to look

forward to, including Cheryl Pauls, CMYC, and the Faith in Life
Male Choir. 

As  we reclaim our  various  rhythms,  and enter  into  new
chapters of life (whether planned or unexpected), I hope AMC
is  a  welcome and  restorative  place  to  land  each  week,  or
however often you find yourself here. I also invite you to pop
by during the week or send me a text/email to meet for coffee
or  tea,  because  I  can  guarantee  you  I  won't  mind  the
'interruption' to my rhythm. In fact, I prefer my rhythm to be
syncopated! 

A syncopated rhythm emphasizes unexpected beats, often
by  placing  rhythmic  stress  or  accents  where  they  wouldn't
normally occur in a steady meter, such as in between beats or
on weak beats. This creates a sense of surprise and a lively,
bouncy,  or  driving  feel  in  the  music,  adding  energy  and
character. Syncopation is found across musical genres, from
folk music and classical compositions to jazz, funk, and dance
music
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God Is With Us In Good and Bad Times

Prelude
Welcome & Announcements
Hymn VT 7 Come, Let Us all Unite to Sing

Call to Worship
(based on Psalm 149, Romans 13: 8-14, Matthew 18: 15-20)

Leader:  Come, children of God, rejoice in your Maker!
People:  Sing songs and hymns, old and new;

celebrate with voices and instruments, with praise 
and prayers!

Leader:  Open your eyes to the life-giving presence of Jesus 
Christ.
For God is already here, among us and within us,
bringing new life to all who believe.

All:  Let’s praise God together!

Prayer of Invocation
Hymn VT 95 Praise the Lord, Sing Hallelujah

Time for the Young at Heart
Story

AMC Contact information:
Pastor: Rev. Erika Enns Rodine C: 204-963-5764

Office Hours: Tuesday to Friday, 9 am – 4 pm
Email address: erika.altonamennonite@gmail.com

Secretary: Lori Hiebert: C: 204-324-5952 Church: 204-324-6773
Office Hours: Thursday 9:00 am to Noon
Email address: altonamennonite@gmail.com
Website: altonamennonitechurch.ca

Moderator: Ang Enns  C:204-324-4046
Past Moderator: Loren Braul: C: 204-995-5347
Custodians:   Dale Klassen 204-324-7458 Sandra Klassen 204-324-1475  

 Altona Mennonite Church is on Treaty One Territory.
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Bible presentation to Grade 9 student
Sunday School Kick Off/Blessing for Kids & Teachers

Hymn VT 131 Praise, I Will Praise You, Lord

Scripture Reading:  Psalm 23
Sermon Erika Enns-Rodine

Offering / music reflection
Sharing and Prayer

Benediction 
Hymn VT 847 You Shall Go Out with Joy

Worship leader: Ang Enns
Musicians: Gina Enns, Sylvia Klassen
Technician: Loren Braul

WORSHIP & MEETING EVENTS   AT AMC   
September 21 11:00 am – Erika Enns Rodine
Scripture:  Psalm 91  Theme:  God will answer when we call  
Worship Leader:  June Schwartz Musician(s):  Loren Braul, 
Nancy Ratzlaff  Technician:  Kevin Neufeld
September 28 11:00 am – guest speaker - Cheryl Pauls, CMU
October 5 11:00 am – Erika Enns Rodine
October 12 11:00 am – Erika Enns Rodine
October 19 10:30 am - CMYC concert as part of the 

service

Birthdays: September 17 – Kerry Enns; September 18 – Bill 
Loewen

AMC ANNOUNCEMENTS.
An AMC Worship Service Survey is  being distributed this

week. We are asking all who participate in services at AMC to
complete  the  survey.  You  may  fill  it  out  individually,  or
collectively  as  a  household;  whatever  works  best  for  you.
Please provide as much detail as possible to help the Worship
Committee  fully  understand  your  responses.  We  ask  that
completed surveys  be returned to  the allocated box at  the
church by October 12th.

- Congratulations to Chris Klassen and Sara Carlson on their
engagement. They are planning a January 2025 wedding!

- From the Treasurer:
 Please  continue  to  make  donations  to  AMC  through
etransfer  (amchurchdonations@gmail.com),  online  bill
payments through Access Credit Union, and the offering plate
at  the  back  of  the  sanctuary  -  and  thank  you  for  your
generous donations in the first half of this year.  

There is a locked box in the general office for leaving your
cheques and cash if you prefer.

As of Sept 3rd, money that has come in by donations and
rentals  is  at  $83,645.00.   Our  expenses  paid  out  are
$94,795.81. Our expenses are higher than our income at this
point. 

May we prayerfully consider our giving over the next four
months as we as a church pay our staff, our bills, and the
commitments we have made to other organizations.  Thank
you.
-  The grand piano in the sanctuary is owned by the Red
River Valley Festival  of  the Arts which is  now inactive.  The
festival would prefer to sell  the piano to AMC for a cost of
$5000.  AMC  has  no  budget  line  for  this,  so  designated
donations to the grand piano "fund" are welcome. Please mark
on your donation (or let Marne know) that it is for the piano.
These donations are receiptable. You may donate to the fund
as you wish, but please continue to give your support to the
AMC budget as well. Thanks!  - Loren Hiebert

- A reminder that the 10:30 am AMC Coffee sign up sheet
is on the wall near the office door.  Feel free to volunteer!

COMMUNITY AND LOCAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
-  Southern  Manitoba  Choral  Society (SMCS)  began
another season on Tuesday, September 9. Rehearsals are in
the  choral  room at  WC  Miller,  beginning  at  6:30  pm.  Ben
Kroeker  returns  as  conductor,  Loren  Hiebert  returns  as
accompanist.  Please arrive early for registration, session fee is
$35.  You are still invited to join.
-  Altona United Church  Beef Stew Fundraiser – Thursday,
September 23 – 4:30 to 6:30 pm. See poster for more details.

CONFERENCE  or MCC RELATED ANNOUNCEMENTS
- We Are All Treaty People celebration on Sunday, Sept.
14  from  1-4  p.m. at  the  Forks  National  Historic  Site  in
Winnipeg. Enjoy performances by Ila Barker, Jacob Brodovsky,
Serious Chill,  and more! There will  be free food, crafts and
family activities. For more information visit mcc.org/we-are-all-
treaty-people

- CMU at 25  – You are invited to a special  celebration of
CMU’s 25th anniversary on Friday, September 19 at 7:00 PM in
Marpeck Commons (and live streamed).  Visit  cmu.ca/25 for
more information.

- Xplore – CMU’s Xplore extended education program
investigates dimensions of the Christian faith, our world, and
life in it—all without assignments or exams! Consider taking a
course on depolarization,  Anabaptists  at  500,  understanding
Roman Catholicism, the book of Daniel, the book of Ruth and
more. Courses begin September 23rd. Churches may consider
hosting  an  Xplore  watch  party  with  people  from  your
community.  For  course  information  and  to  register  visit
cmu.ca/xplore.

-  MCC  Manitoba  invites  you  to  its  Annual  General
Meeting on Thursday, Sept. 25 from 7-8:30 p.m. This year’s
meeting will  be online over Zoom. Hear updates from MCC
Manitoba,  comments  from  new  MCC  Canada  Executive
Director  Ken  Kim,  and  international  program  stories  from
Mulanda  Jimmy Juma,  MCC representative  for  Rwanda  and
Burundi.  Everyone  is  welcome!  Learn  more  and  register  at
mcc.org/manitoba/agm.

PRAYER AND PRAISE
- Pray for Julia Thiessen / Myron Dyck. Julia’s mother Ruth
Thiessen passed away suddenly this week.   Pray for the rest
of the family.
- Pray for Erika’s grandmother Norma Enns. She was recently
diagnosed with cancer, and it has spread.  She has moved to
the Gardens Apartments.
-  Bev  Barton  requests  prayer  as  she  waits  for  her  knee
replacement surgery.  Also, her beloved dog is now receiving
palliative care which is very hard.
 - We pray for the seniors in our congregation:
Jean Tarnick and Marianne Braun at Eastview; Bill Loewen and
Elizabeth  Falk  at  the  Gardens;  Harry  &  Susan  Klassen  at
Golden West,  and others who are not named.- We pray for all
who are living with ongoing health concerns:  Bev Barton at
home, those awaiting surgery and others not named.
- We pray for those who are grieving,  for those whose mental
health and physical health make employment and daily life a
struggle,  for  those in  transition/who have moved to a new
home.
- We pray for the family care-givers.


