
From the Pastor:
Happy Father's Day! 

I'm  out  of  town  on  my  quarterly  weekend  off  -  we're
visiting my brother and his family in Brandon.

Last  week  I  had  an  unusually  difficult  time  writing  my
sermon for Pentecost. I normally love the imagery of wind and
flame  that  represent  the  Holy  Spirit:  wild  and  moving,
sweeping over the gathered assembly, a spilling over of gift
and blessing, a celebration of the church's birth. But with the
wildfire  situation  across  Northern  Manitoba,  I  was  really
struggling to embrace the roaring wind and dancing flame. I
was frustrated with the sermon process, and wasn't feeling all
too thrilled with the finished product because of that. I know
by now that some weeks are just like this. And in thinking of
the  song  Here  By  the  Water,  I  try  to  let  my  sermon  (or
whatever  it  may  be  that  I'm not  feeling  satisfied  with)  be
offered for what it is to God, trusting that God will work with
what we have to give.

[Here by the Water, I'll build an altar to praise you, out of
the stones that I've found here. And I'll set them down here,
rough as they are, knowing you can make them holy]

When the time came to actually deliver the sermon, God
provided  a  Pentecost  display  of  life  and  movement  in  our
sanctuary! I was delighted that some small, beloved humans
felt  comfortable  enough  in  our  space  to  quietly  roam and
explore. Perhaps some found it distracting, but I would like to
offer  an  alternative  to  that  way  of  thinking.  I  myself  felt
grateful for the 'distraction' (as I was not feeling happy with
my sermon!) Most of us have heard hundreds of sermons in
our years of church life, and I think last Sunday we received a
different kind of worship experience that was a visual display
of what Pentecost is.

As I was speaking, I inwardly chuckled as I thought about
how the first Pentecost as described in Acts 2 was a chaotic
event!  It  was  full  of  movement,  surprise,  interruption,  and
noise.  It  was bursting with new life,  and we celebrate this
event as the birth of the church. I sensed joy in our sanctuary
at witnessing the signs of new/young life moving in our midst.
What a gift, to have little ones among us that want to be at
church, and who feel safe enough to explore (both physically
exploring the church, and spiritually exploring their faith as it's
formed in this dear community). A beautiful and caring familial
relationship  was  also  demonstrated  between  the  young
children.  A  balance  between  freedom  and  safety  was
maintained. The older cousin was dutifully staying close and
making sure the toddler wouldn't get injured on the stairs. 

"Let the children come to me! Do not ever stop them. God's
kingdom belongs to those who are like these children." - Mark
10:13-14

Last week, when I felt like I had only a very rough stone to
bring to the altar, God placed some small and beautiful stones
around  it  as  a  reminder  of  the  Spirit  working  (in  all  its
wildness) to bring newness and life to the gathered assembly. 

How to respond to wildfire crisis:
As many of you know, thousands of evacuees have been

brought to Winnipeg from Northern Communities impacted by
wildfires.  Here  are  a  few  ways  to  respond  either  through
volunteering, material or money donations.

Via Mennonite Disaster Service (MDS)
Connect to MDS, carry items in your car to offer people you

might see needing help, and pray for rain.
Volunteer with MDS – Please contact MDS directly (email

preferred). mbwildfires@mds.org (204) 479-2485
MDS has partnered with the Canadian Red Cross to service a
large  reception  centre  for  wildfire  evacuees  in  Winnipeg,
Manitoba. MDS volunteers welcome evacuees to the centre at
770 Leila Avenue, directing them to sleeping accommodations
and distributing food and essential hygiene supplies.

From Southern Chief's Organization facebook page,  they
are asking for material donations, at various drop-off locations
in  Winnipeg.  https://scoinc.mb.ca/donations-to-support-
northern-relatives/. 

The  Government  of  Canada  and  the  Government  of
Manitoba will match donations to the 2025 Manitoba Wildfires
Appeal from May 28 to June 27, 2025. Every $1 donated will
become  $3  to  support  the  families  and  individuals  most
affected by the wildfires.
https://give.redcross.ca/page/25MWFA-MBDAYOFCARING

Let’s keep praying for the wildfire situation in Manitoba and
western  Ontario.  Pray  for  those  fighting  the  fires,  for
community  leaders  organizing  responses,  for  evacuees
displaced throughout Manitoba (including members of Living
Word Church in  Cross Lake),  and for  volunteers  supporting
these  evacuees.  Thank  you  to  MCM  congregations  and
individuals who have given their time and resources to help
out!
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Prelude
Welcome and Announcements
Hymn VT 42 Could It Be That God is Singing

Call to Worship
Leader: Some of us are tired.
People: We come to rest.
Leader: Some of us are curious about Jesus.
People: We come to learn.
Leader: Some of us are hungry.
People: We come to be fed.
Leader: Some of us are disoriented.
People: We come to pray.
Leader: Some of us are broken.
People: We come to be healed.
Leader: We gather around you today, O Christ.
People: Teach us, feed us, hear us, heal us.

All: Grant us your peace. AMEN.

Prayer of Invocation
Hymn VT 150 Gentle God, When We Are Driven

Words of Healing and Assurance
Hymn VT 527 Bless the Arms That Comfort

AMC Contact information:
Pastor: Rev. Erika Enns Rodine C: 204-963-5764

Office Hours: Tuesday to Friday, 9 am – 4 pm
Email address: erika.altonamennonite@gmail.com

Secretary: Lori Hiebert: C: 204-324-5952 Church: 204-324-6773
Office Hours: Thursday 9:00 am to Noon
Email address: altonamennonite@gmail.com
Website: altonamennonitechurch.ca

Moderator: Ang Enns  C:204-324-4046
Past Moderator: Loren Braul: C: 204-995-5347
Custodians:   Dale Klassen 204-324-7458 Sandra Klassen 204-324-1475  

 Altona Mennonite Church is on Treaty One Territory.
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Time for the Young and the Young at Heart
Hymn VT 540 Will You Come and Follow Me

Scripture Reading Mark 2:1-12
Meditation Healing and Forgiveness

Hymn VT 706 O Healing River
Sharing and Prayer

Hymn VT 830 Go, My Children (vs.1,2)
Benediction followed by verse 3
Postlude

Worship Leader: Mick Friesen
Musician(s): Loren & Lori Hiebert
Technician: Dale Klassen

Guest  speaker:  Dennis  Maione  is  a  writer,  pastor,  and
storyteller from Winnipeg. He is here with Debra, his wife, but
has left his cats at home as they do not travel well. He is the
pastor at The Hearth, a small nerd/geek church in Winnipeg.
When he is not pastoring, Dennis teaches students (Gr. 11 &
12) to write autobiography and he writes books.

WORSHIP & MEETING EVENTS   AT AMC   
June 16 5:00 pm Leadership Council  meeting
June 22 11:00 am Worship Service – Erika Enns Rodine 
Scripture:  Acts 16:11-34 Theme:  Baptism, Communion, Grad 
Recognition  Worship Leader:  Erika Enns Rodine  Musician(s):
Marilyn Houser Hamm, Edna Zacharias Technician:  Kevin 
Neufeld

Followed by BBQ lunch
June 29 11:00 Coffee on the lawn – no formal service
July 6 11:00 am – Worship Service – Greg Costen
July 13 11:00 am – Worship Service – Erika Enns Rodine
July 20 11:00 am – Worship Service – Erika Enns Rodine
July 27 Sunflower Festival, no service at AMC
August 3 11:00 am Coffee on the lawn – no formal service  

Birthdays:  June 10 – Al Rodine; June 17 – Sigga Rodine; 
June 19 – Crystal Kehler;
June 21 – Shaun Dyck, Marlene Rempel

Anniversaries: June 18 – Ron & Karen Martens; Kevin & 
Nancy Neufeld

 AMC ANNOUNCEMENTS.
-  Erika Enns Rodine is away this weekend for her quarterly
weekend off.

- June 22 - picnic lunch on the AMC yard. Please bring
salad  or  veggies  &  chips  to  share.  Hot  dogs  &  dessert
provided. Also bring your own dishes and lawn chairs. 

- AMC would like to celebrate with our graduates on
June 22.  If you, or someone in your family, has graduated
from  high  school,  college,  university  or  another  program
please let Andrea (204-324-1947) or Erika know. 

-From the Treasurer: Thank you for continued donations to
AMC!  There are a number of ways to give: The Offering plate
at  the  entrance  to  the  sanctuary,  etransfer  to
amchurchdonations@gmail.com, online payments through bill
payments with Access Credit Union.

- A reminder that the 10:30 am AMC Coffee sign up sheet
is on the wall near the office door.  Feel free to volunteer!

CONFERENCE  or MCC RELATED ANNOUNCEMENTS
- Volunteers needed to make camp great! Health officers,
kitchen  help,  maintenance  help  and  camp  pastors.  List  of
needs and sign-up here: www.campswithmeaning.org/staff

- Swing into action in support of MCC's international education
projects!  Join us for  MCC Manitoba’s  Golf  Tournament on -
Wednesday, July 9  at Bridges Golf Course. Experience our
Texas  Scramble  tournament  featuring  on-course  challenges,
complemented by a delicious BBQ lunch and Mennonite-style
supper. Visit mcc.org/Manitoba/Golf to learn more and secure
your spot today!

PRAYER AND PRAISE
- We pray for the seniors in our congregation:
Jean Tarnick who is in the Altona Hospital awaiting placement;
Marianne Braun at Eastview; Bill Loewen at The Gardens, 
Elizabeth  Falk  at  the  Gardens;  Harry  &  Susan  Klassen  at
Golden West,  and others who are not named.- We pray for all
who are living with ongoing health concerns:  Bev Barton at
home, those awaiting surgery and others not named.
- We pray for those who are grieving,  for those whose mental
health and physical health make employment and daily life a
struggle,  for  those in  transition/who have moved to a new
home.
- We pray for the family care-givers.

PRAYERS FOR OUR COMMUNITY AND THE WORLD
- Pray for the people affected by the wildfires.
-  Pray for the political leaders of our world. Pray for wisdom
and calm and peace in their interactions with each other.
- Praise God for the presence of PeaceBuilders Community at
Malipayan Peace Hub - Groups are assembling for training and
networking. Your partnership in this work is already bearing
fruit in many ways!
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