From the Pastor:

Further Musings on the Blessings of a Gift Economy:

As part of my Lenten reading project, I wrote little weekly
reflections on the books I was reading for this From the Pastor
space in the bulletin. One of these write-ups was on the merits
of a Gift Economy as explored in The Serviceberry, by Robyn
Wall Kimmerer. Over the past week I have been delightfully
reminded of just how 'giving' a Gift Economy can be for
participants.

Last Sunday, the first Sunday in June, I made fresh Rollkuchen
for Faspa to enjoy with some watermelon - an annual tradition
that I started with my youth group while working at First
Mennonite Church. My recipe makes a large quantity, so I
packaged some up and delivered it to my kiddie-corner
neighbour, Riana, as I've done in the past. Riana wasn't home,
so I left it at her front door and trusted she would know who it
was from.

Later that evening the doorbell rang. It was Riana. She was
smiling and holding a little plastic container, containing
homemade chokecherry jam. She had seen me leaving the
Rollkuchen at her door through her doorbell camera, and
when she got home from being out, she wanted to reciprocate
by offering me a gift in return. She thanked me for the gift
and said that the best way to eat Rollkuchen is with
chokecherry jam! This was a lovely surprise, and introduction
to a new way of enjoying the familiar summertime fried snack.

Monday was my day off, and I did as much yardwork as I
could before the rain started. While it rained, I baked a batch
of cinnamon buns. I have an informal agreement with Rudi, a
mechanic at Keystone (the Enns family business), who looks
after my car from time to time. He had done some brake work
earlier in the spring for me, and I promised him the next time
I baked cinnamon buns he'd get a tray. I delivered them to
him, and noticed that my front wheel had 2 lug nuts missing!
Rudi kept my car at the shop for the day, and thankfully I had
put another whole tray in of buns in the freezer that will now
be given to Rudi in reciprocity for the gifts of his labour!

On Tuesday, I was walking to Jose's to enjoy lunch out on the
patio with my mom. We were walking together, when we
nearly bumped into Leona, who was bent over trying to do
something with a crooked sidewalk grate. We greeted her, and

she said that she was a little worried about her balance while
working all bent over to try and rearrange the grate. My mom
and I each picked up an end of the metal piece, and followed
Leona's instructions. We then helped her move a couple of big
flower pots, as well. We had almost reached our lunch
destination, but it was no big deal to take a few minutes on a
lovely day to help an old friend out with a few small tasks.
Leona was so grateful (for what minimal help we had offered)
that she invited us in to fill little snack bags up with
peppernuts - her last pail of them! We delighted in savouring
the spicy sweet bites in June!

Over the next days, I reflected back on the ways I had been
participating in the workings of a Gift Economy without even
realizing it! And the more I thought about it, the more I find
that it happens spontaneously all the time, which is quite the
point! We share of our gifts and abundance with those whom
we love and appreciate, with those who are in need, or as a
way of expressing our gratitude, and in turn we receive the
gifts of others given similarly.

Praise God from whom all blessings flow!
May we share of them freely, and receive the gifts of others
with gratitude.
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Pentecost — Abundant fruits of justice sown in peace

Prelude
Welcome & Announcements
Hymn VT 828 There’s a Wild Hope in the Wind

Call to worshi
One: On this Pentecost Sunday,

we welcome the howling Spirit,
All: who brings peace.
One: We receive the fierce Spirit,
All: who leads us to gentleness.
One: We are surprised by the sudden Spirit movement
All: that opens a patient place within us.
One: We wait with expectation for the fire of the Spirit
All:  to kindle a bright spark of faithfulness.
One: The Spirit among us flames with kindness.
All: She alights on each of us with joy,
One: fills us with God's goodness,
All: forms us into people who act with intention
and wisdom.
One: In the power of the Spirit,
let us speak the language of love
All: in this sacred space of worship.
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Prayer of Invocation
Hymn VT 61 You Are Holy, You Are Whole
Scripture Reading: Acts 2:1-4

Hymn VT 58 Holy Spirit, Come to Us

Time for the Young and the Young at Heart
Hymn VT 162 The Love of God

Scripture Reading: Galatians 5:13-25
Duet VT 636 Spirit, Open My Heart  Greg & Mary Costen

Meditation Erica Enns Rodine
Hymn VT 740 Spirit of the Living God

Sharing & Prayer

Hymn VT 816 Guide My Feet (vs 1-5)
Benediction followed by vs 6 Guide My Feet
Postlude

Worship Leader: June Schwartz
Musician(s): Marilyn Houser Hamm, Sylvia Klassen
Technician: Nathan Loewen

WORSHIP & MEETING EVENTS AT AMC

June 10 Buttercup Cafe Event — see announcement

June 15 11:00 am Worship Service — guest Dennis Maione

Scripture: Mark 2:1-12 Theme:. Healing and Forgiveness

Worship Leader: Mick Friesen Musician(s): Lori & Loren

Hiebert 7echnician: Dale Klassen

June 16 6:30 pm Leadership Council meeting

June 22 11:00 am Worship Service — Erika Enns Rodine,
Baptism, Communion, Graduation recognition, and BBQ

after church
June 29 — 11:00 Coffee on the lawn — no formal service
July 6  11:00 am — Worship Service — Greg Costen

Birthdays: June 12 — Ted Klassen; June 13 — Susie Fisher

AMC ANNOUNCEMENTS.

- Are you interested in baptism, or transferring your
membership to AMC? There will be a baptism service on
June 22. So far, we have four young people asking to take this
step in their faith journey! Talk to Erika Enns Rodine if you
have any questions.

- June 22 - picnic lunch on the AMC yard. Please bring
salad or veggies & chips to share. Hot dogs & dessert
provided. Also bring your own dishes and lawn chairs.

- AMC would like to celebrate with our graduates on
June 22. If you, or someone in your family, has graduated
from high school, college, university or another program
please let Andrea (204-324-1947) or Erika know.

- AMC Ladies — Mark your calendars for Tuesday, June 10.
Meet at the church at 6:20 and will carpool to Buttercup Cafe
for the 7:00 pm reservation.

-From the Treasurer: Thank you for continued donations to
AMC! There are a number of ways to give: The Offering plate
at the entrance to the sanctuary, etransfer to

amchurchdonations@gmail.com, online payments through bill

payments with Access Credit Union.

As of May 28th:

Donations to date: $45,700.00

Expenses paid out: $56,842.00

Budgeted revenue/expense: $150,863.12

- A reminder that the 10:30 am AMC Coffee sigh up sheet
is on the wall near the office door. Feel free to volunteer!

COMMUNITY AND LOCAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

- Blood Donor Clinic - Thursday, June 12 at the Altona
Rhineland Pioneer Centre - Main Floor Hall — 227 — 10 Ave NW
The mobile donor centre hours are: 1:00 — 7:00 pm

Contact — blood.ca to register.

CONFERENCE or MCC RELATED ANNOUNCEMENTS

- Saturday, June 14, Camp Assiniboia FunDay.

Activities starting at 1:30pm, supper (by donation, but please
register online), music starting at 7:30pm featuring the Janzen
Boys. Visit camp, meet people, support the projects.

For more info and to register for supper:
www.campswithmeaning.org/events

- Volunteers needed to make camp great! Health officers,
kitchen help, maintenance help and camp pastors. List of
needs and sign-up here: www.campswithmeaning.org/staff

- Swing into action in support of MCC's international education
projects! Join us for MCC Manitoba’s Golf Tournament on -
Wednesday, July 9 at Bridges Golf Course. Experience our
Texas Scramble tournament featuring on-course challenges,
complemented by a delicious BBQ lunch and Mennonite-style
supper. Visit mcc.org/Manitoba/Golf to learn more and secure
your spot today!

PRAYER AND PRAISE

- Gratefully, Patricia Gibson, Crystal Kehler's mother has
recovered from her injury! Thanks for the prayers.

- We pray for the seniors in our congregation:

Jean Tarnick who is in the Altona Hospital awaiting placement;
Marianne Braun at Eastview; Bill Loewen at The Gardens,
Elizabeth Falk at the Gardens; Harry & Susan Klassen at
Golden West, and others who are not named.- We pray for all
who are living with ongoing health concerns: Bev Barton at
home, those awaiting surgery and others not hamed.

- We pray for those who are grieving, for those whose mental
health and physical health make employment and daily life a
struggle, for those in transition/who have moved to a new
home.

- We pray for the family care-givers.

PRAYERS FOR OUR COMMUNITY AND THE WORLD

- Pray for the people affected by the wildfires.

- Pray for the political leaders of our world. Pray for wisdom
and calm and peace in their interactions with each other.

- Praise God for the presence of PeaceBuilders Community at
Malipayan Peace Hub - Groups are assembling for training and
networking. Your partnership in this work is already bearing
fruit in many ways!
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