
Prayer for Our World 

- Anabaptist Global Fellowship Sunday – January 24, 

2021 - Sunday, Jan. 24, 2021, is Anabaptist Global Fellowship 
Sunday! MWC calls us to prayer on this day. Praise God that 

Anabaptists around the world are united in faith in God’s 
kingdom across language and cultural differences. Give thanks 

for the growing networks in the MWC family: mission, service, 

health, peace and education.   
- Myanmar congregation builds church  - Pray for 

the Mission Anabaptist Church in Chin State, Myanmar, as they 
build a place where they can worship with and train members 

of their community. Pray that God will bless this place and use 
it to be a blessing to their region and country.    

- Daycare program offered by Bolivia Mennonite 

Church forced to close - Iglesia Evangélica Menonita de 
Bolivia (IEMB) community daycare program for vulnerable and 

marginalized children in Santa Cruz has been forced to close 
due to COVID-19 numbers in the area. Pray for the families 

affected by this closure. Pray they can find ways to work while 

taking care of their children. Pray for the staff of the daycare 
program who have been without work for many months due to 

the closure. 
 

If you would like to add or remove any prayer requests, 
please contact the church office. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

From the Pastor: 
 “Cultivating Lovingkindness.” This is the theme that we will 

engage during the winter season.  Perhaps it is a bit 
misaligned as the ground is dormant waiting for the warm sun 

and rain of April to awaken its potential. And yet, as God’s 
beloved, the work of becoming the loving people God desires 

us to be never ends. The cultivating metaphor is to be applied 

to the fertile soil of our hearts. It is a familiar Biblical image. 
From Jesus parables of sowing and reaping, to Isaiah’s and 

the Psalmist’s imagery of trees planted by streams of water it 
is used to help us understand the work of the Holy Spirit in our 

lives, our congregation and in our community.  It is a fitting 
metaphor for us as rural folk for we are not so far removed 

from the land as some of our city brothers and sisters. Many 

of us, maybe even all of us have gotten our hands decorated 
by the beautiful soil sowing seeds in anticipation of a bountiful 

harvest.  
 To guide us in this particular cultivation of lovingkindness, 

we will look at what Paul calls the “Fruit of the Spirit” in 

Galatians 5. It is here we find the pleasant variety of this 
lovingkindness. You might think of it as a beautiful flower 

garden in full bloom displaying its countless colours and forms.  
Or perhaps it could be seen as an orchard of many varieties 

each giving its fruit in season. Or the mosaic that can be seen 
on the prairie land scape from an airplane, a patchwork of 

golds, greens, blues, and yellows.  However you imagine the 

“Fruit of the Spirit” it is our desire to become more Christ-like 
in our being, and loving in our living as we explore this theme 

of “Cultivating Lovingkindness.”   
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Cultivating Loving Kindness 
 

Prelude 
Welcome 

 
Hymn  SS #91  Star of the morning 

Call to Worship  
 Prayer of Invocation 

 

Hymn  HWB #587 Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life    
Scripture:  Psalm 36: 5-10 

Prayer of Confession VT #890  
 

Leader:  Let us all confess our sin in the presence of God and 

 one another. 
All:  Most merciful God,   

 We confess that we are captive to sin 
 and cannot free ourselves. 

 We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

 deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
 left undone. 

 We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
 we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

 Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
 so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 

 ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

AMC Contact information: 
Interim Pastor: Dave/Hildie Regehr:  H: 204-327-5216 C: 204-324-3948 
      dhregehr@gmail.com 
Pastor: Dan Kehler  amcpastordan@gmail.com  204-324-6773 
Secretary:  Lori Hiebert: C: 204-324-5952        
      altonamennonite@gmail.com 
Custodians:   Dale/Sandra Klassen: H:204-324-1475  C: 204-324-7458 

Altona Mennonite Church is on Treaty One Territory. 

Altona Mennonite Church 
Vision 

God calls us to be followers of Jesus Christ and by the power of 
the Holy Spirit to grow as communities of grace, joy and peace so 
that God’s healing and hope flow through us to the world. 

Purpose 
We seek to know God through Jesus, the center of our faith. 
We seek to follow God in community, through worship, 
fellowship, and interpreting the Scripture from a Christ-centered 
point of view, in the Anabaptist tradition. 
We seek to obey God by working toward peace and reconciliation, 
in the spirit of Jesus, reconciling all people to God, to each other, 
and to the world around them. 
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Leader:  God, who is rich in mercy, 

 loved us even when we were dead in sin, 

 and made us alive together with Christ.  
 By grace we have been saved. 

 In the name of Jesus Christ, 
 our sins are forgiven. 

 Almighty God 

 strengthen us with power  
  through the Holy Spirit, 

 that Christ may live in our hearts 
 through faith.  Amen. 

 
Hymn  SS #121  Nothing is lost on the breath of God 

Scripture readings: Matthew 13: 44-46, 2 Corinthians 4:6-7, 

   Galatians 5:16-26 
 

Message The fruit of being: Love Joy Faithfulness Dan Kehler  
 

Hymn   SJ #81  Take, O take me as I am 

   HWB #452 Ubi Caritas et amor 
  

Prayer of the congregation 
 

Hymn  HWB #373 Thou true Vine, that heals 
   

Benediction 

Postlude 
    

Worship Leader: June Schwartz 
Music: Marilyn Houser Hamm, Marlene Wiebe 

Sound: Kevin Neufeld 

 
 

 
 

 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Birthdays: Jan. 25 – Murray Sawatzky; Jan. 29 – Jayden 

Bergen 

 

AMC ANNOUNCEMENTS 

- Congratulations to Taylor Wiebe and Shane Wiebe on their 

recent engagement! God bless as you plan for the future. 
Taylor is the daughter of Lloyd and Lorrie Wiebe. 

 
- From John & Norma: We are very grateful for the many who 

have contributed over the months to the online worship 
service.  Thank you for the connection and encouragement it 

has provided.   

 
- From the treasurer: You have generously responded to 

AMC's financial needs, and we ended the year able to meet all 
expenses, as well as sending our 4th Quarter donations to 

MCI, MCC and The Station. We were even able to send just 

over half of our 4th Quarter commitment to Mennonite Church 
Manitoba. Thank you for this financial support for the work of 

the church. 
  Thank you again for supporting the work of the Church. 

You may contribute online if you bank at Access (using your 7-
digit phone number as your account number) make an 

etransfer to amchurchdonations@gmail.com, or send or bring 

a cheque to AMC (Box 1237, Altona, R0G 0B0) 
 

WIDER COMMUNITY & MISC. ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

- Join a February book 

club on Unsettling the Word  
How might we read the Bible so that 

it can be an instrument of 
reconciliation and decolonization? In 

partnership with the New Leaf 

Network, Mennonite Church Canada’s 
Indigenous-Settler Relations is co-

hosting a four-week book club 
on Unsettling the Word: Biblical 

Experiments in Decolonization. Join 
editor Steve Heinrichs, along with 

Indigenous authors and activists 

Cheryl Bear and Sylvia McAdam, for 
life-giving conversations on justice, 

faith, reparations, and healing. Borrow or order the book 
through CommonWord. For 

info go to https://newleafnetwork.squarespace.com, click on 

events, and February book club. 

- CMU is returning to hybrid classes at its Shaftesbury campus 

on Monday, January 25, when students will again have the 

option to be part of a significant number of courses in-
person or virtually.  This decision reflects the demonstrated 

trustworthy commitment of students, staff and faculty to 
honour one another’s safety and well-being, as well as 

downward COVID-19 trend lines in Winnipeg. CMU will 

continue to be diligent in attending to all safety protocols 
appropriate to the pandemic, as well as monitor ongoing any 

changes in our broader context.  We treasure the opportunity 
to learn together in this way.  

 
PRAYER AND PRAISE 

- Elaine Loewen had breast cancer surgery on Friday. Pray for 

strength and healing. 
- Pray for Pastor Dan Kehler, and for Dave & Hildie Regehr as 

they together lead the church. Dan resumes full time pastoral 
duties on February 1. 

- Pray for Ken & Marianne Braun and Mike Tarnick who are at 

Eastview. 
- Pray for Ken Hamm as he continues to recover at home. 

- Anne Loewen goes for chemotherapy monthly. Pray for 
strength, safety and peace.  

- Pray for all those for whom mental health makes daily life a 
struggle. The current situation increases anxiety for many. 

- Pray for those who experience physical pain, and for friends 

and family who help with their care. 
- Many of our church family have other family they are 

concerned about. Pray for healing, strength and calm for all. 
 

 

Prayer for Our Community 
- Pray for ALL the teachers, students and staff as they 

navigate all the regulations and requirements. 
- Pray also for the Health Care Providers.  

- Pray for Doug Klassen (MCCanada’s Executive Minister) and 

for church leaders at all levels of our conference. 
- Michael Pahl is the new MCManitoba’s Executive Minister.  

 
 

Worship & Meeting Events at AMC 

January 27 10:30 am Zoom Coffee, email Dan 

January 31  Worship Service 

Theme: Kindness, Goodness, Self-Control Speaker(s): Dave 

Regehr Worship Leader:  Elaine Loewen Musicians: Loren 

Braul, Nancy Ratzlaff Sound: Nathan Loewen 

Feb. 2  7:30 pm  Zoom Coffee, email Dan 

Feb. 3  7:15 pm Worship Committee meeting 

Feb. 7    Worship Service 

   1 pm AGM via Zoom – details will be emailed 
Feb. 14   Worship Service 
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