
Prayer for Our World 

- Mennonite Church Canada calls for prayer for 

Ethiopia and Eritrea - Mennonite Church Canada has just 
under a dozen congregations across Canada with roots in 

Ethiopia and Eritrea. Meserete Kristos Church in Ethiopia is the 
largest Anabaptist community worldwide with whom we have 

an intentional, sister-church relationship.   

Ethiopia is experiencing a threefold threat of pandemic, famine 
and war. Crops are devastated due to a locust infestation and 

Ethiopia is now in the midst of intense conflict, while in the 
grip of a global pandemic. Pray for peace and healing in 

Ethiopia. Pray especially for the children; 42% of the 
population is below the age of 15. Pray also for the 

congregations here in Canada in our nationwide community of 

faith who carry deep concern for Ethiopia and Eritrea and for 
loved ones. 

 
If you would like to add or remove any prayer requests, 

please contact the church office. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Introduction to our Advent series 

The Advent Season is typically associated with a season of 

joyful anticipation.  As children we may remember the 
countdown beginning, perhaps with an Advent calendar with a 

chocolate for every day.  Decorations and lights come out of 
the closets and a whole new repertoire of music finds its way 

into our ears in anticipation of a season of joyful festivities.  

We look forward to celebrating the birth of Jesus.  While this 
year’s pandemic restrictions may keep us all closer to our 

homes than we would like, preparations for Christmas are 
nonetheless appropriate.  This year’s Advent theme, “On the 

Road . . .” conveys not only a contemplative anticipation but it 
elicits a   sense of movement.  It then begs the question:  

What are we moving towards?  Does the movement end at 

Christmas?  The birth of Jesus, Emmanuel—God with us, 
opens for us a new era of God journeying with us and we 

journeying with God along the road of faith and faithfulness.  
In preparation for such a journey, we begin with opening 

ourselves in readiness to new understandings and a 

willingness to repent and leave behind attitudes and priorities 
that obstruct our movement.  This opens us to visions of the 

possibility of restoration and justices in our world as we 
finally approach the manger with the full revelation of the 

child.  Such revelation indeed calls for rejoicing on Christmas 
Day. How will this revelation guide our steps into a new year 

as we continue our journey on the road?  In the midst of this 

year’s pandemic, let’s allow prayerful contemplation to prepare 
us for the revelation of God’s love manifest in the child.   And 

then, individually and as a congregation, let’s consider how we 
can continue to make this love manifest in our world, guided 

on this road by the radiance of Epiphany and Emmanuel –

God with us!       
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On the Road…to Readiness 
Welcome 

Hymn  SS #32 Oh, beautiful star of Bethlehem  
Call to Worship (adapted from Isaiah 64:1,6,9; Psalm 80:3) 

Leader:  O that you would tear open the heavens and come 
 down, so that the mountains would quake at your 

 presence. 
People:  Restore us, o God; let you face shine, that we 

 may be  saved. 

Leader:  We have all become like one who is unclean, and all 
 our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 

People:  Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we 
 may be saved. 

Leader:  Do not remember our iniquity forever.  

All:  Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we 
may be saved. 
 
Lighting of the Advent Candle 

Hymn  SS #15 Hope is a candle  

Children’s story – part 1 of “Amahl and the Night Visitors” 
 

Scripture reading:  Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
Monologue (based on Mark 13:24-37) – Marge Friesen 

Hymn  HWB #174 Bless’d be the God of Israel 
 

Sermon/Communion – Pastor Dan Kehler 

Praying for the Congregation 
Hymn  HWB #420 Heart with loving heart united 

Benediction 
    

 

 
 

 
 

 

AMC Contact information: 
Interim Pastor: Dave/Hildie Regehr:  H: 204-327-5216 C: 204-324-3948 
      dhregehr@gmail.com 
Pastor: Dan Kehler  amcpastordan@gmail.com  204-324-6773 
Secretary:  Lori Hiebert: C: 204-324-5952        
      altonamennonite@gmail.com 
Custodians:   Dale/Sandra Klassen: H:204-324-1475  C: 204-324-7458 

Altona Mennonite Church is on Treaty One Territory. 

Altona Mennonite Church 
Vision 

God calls us to be followers of Jesus Christ and by the power of 
the Holy Spirit to grow as communities of grace, joy and peace so 
that God’s healing and hope flow through us to the world. 

Purpose 
We seek to know God through Jesus, the center of our faith. 
We seek to follow God in community, through worship, 
fellowship, and interpreting the Scripture from a Christ-centered 
point of view, in the Anabaptist tradition. 
We seek to obey God by working toward peace and reconciliation, 
in the spirit of Jesus, reconciling all people to God, to each other, 
and to the world around them. 
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Worship Leader: Ang Enns 

Music: Loren Braul, Marilyn Houser Hamm 

Sound: Kevin Neufeld 
 

 
 

 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 

 

Birthdays: Nov. 29 – Andrea Hildebrand; Nov. 30 – Peggy 

Martens, Cayden Wood; Dec. 2 – Madison Gerbrandt, Greg 

Costen 
 

AMC ANNOUNCEMENTS 

- Thank you to all of you who have rediscovered the 

alternative ways of donating to AMC since we’ve had to cancel 

in-person worship. Our audio services have been great to keep 
us connected to AMC, but it’s not the same as seeing each 

other. Our pastors and a few others are working to set up the 
facility to video record our services, which will add to our 

connection. Thankfully a Grant will help offset costs, but we 

still have our regular expenses, and are currently $9,000 into 
our Line of Credit, so please give generously. Thank you. 

 
- Giving is an act of worshiping in the community of God’s 

people as part of our desire to be faithful followers of Jesus, 

providing healing and hope to those whom AMC feels called to 
serve. We continue to be a generous people, offering our 

resources of time, energy and money to the ministries of our 
congregation, our conference relationships and our local 

ministry partners. Remember there are several ways to give: 
Online through Access Credit Union, (using your 7-digit phone 

number as your account number), e-transfer to 

amchurchdonations@gmail.com, or a cheque which you can 
add to the offering plate on Sunday or mail it to AMC, Box 

1237, Altona, R0G 0B0.  Thank you. 
 

 

 
 

WIDER COMMUNITY & MISC. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

- Mennonite Collegiate Institute moved their AGM online to 

Monday, November 23rd, beginning at 7 pm. If you've already 
registered, you will receive notification via email, if you have 

not registered, please use this link to do 
so: https://bit.ly/3kEHDxQ   

 

- The CommonWord Book and Resource 
Centre continues to serve the broader church community, 

online, and with curbside pick-up. A rich array of Christmas 
gift ideas include Advent and Christmas-themed books, 

Christmas cards, stocking stuffers, Sunday School gifts, and 
more. Visit www.commonword.ca/go/2203 for details.  Gift 

cards are also available. 

 
- Missed the MCC Centennial Celebration last 

Saturday? The 75-minute program included storytelling, 
music and a time for reflection. View the recording 

at mccmb.ca/Centennial-Celebration. 

 
- Canadian Blood Services mobile clinic on Thursday, 

December 3rd, allt the Rhineland Pioneer Center, Main Floor 
Hall - 227 10th Ave NW – 3:00 – 7:00 pm.    

Please call -  1-888-236-6238 for your appointment - NO 
WALK INS please. 

 

- Christmas Giving guides now available! Due to COVID-19 
restrictions, Christmas Giving guides, gift inserts and greeting 

cards are available by pre-order only. You can request physical 
copies of the special gift inserts and cards to be mailed directly 

to you or arrange a safe pick-up by contacting us at 204-261-

6381 or manitoba@mccmb.ca.  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

- Pray for Dave & Hildie Regehr as they lead us for a time. 

- Pray for Pastor Dan Kehler as he returns half time. 
- Harry & Susan Klassen’s 2 year old great grandson, Iver 

Fraser, is in the Children’s hospital in Calgary with an infection 
caused by a ruptured appendix. His parents, Jordana and Levi 

are with him. 

- Jean Tarnick had cataract surgery. Pray for continued 
healing. 

 - Harv Heinrichs has been diagnosed with Lymphoma. The 
week of daily treatments went well.  Five of eight weekly 

treatments are completed. Mostly they have gone well, with 
occasional low points. Still praying for continued strength, 

healing and good results! 

- Pray for Ken & Marianne Braun and Mike Tarnick who are at 
Eastview. 

- Pray for Ken Hamm, who is back at the Altona Hospital. The 
surgeon is pleased with the latest x-rays. Pray for an appetite 

and strength. Remember him and his family in your prayers, 

especially now that visitors are limited or not allowed at all.  
- Anne Loewen goes for chemotherapy monthly. Pray for 

strength, safety and peace.  
- Pray for all those for whom mental health makes daily life a 

struggle. The current situation increases anxiety for many. 
- Pray for those who experience physical pain, and for friends 

and family who help with their care. 

- Many of our church family have other family they are 
concerned about. Pray for healing, strength and calm for all. 

 
Prayer for Our Community 

- Pray for ALL the teachers, students and staff as they 

navigate all the regulations and requirements. 
- Pray also for the Health Care Providers.  

- Pray for Doug Klassen (MCCanada’s Executive Minister) and 
for church leaders at all levels of our conference. 

- Pray for Rick Neufeld and Peter Rempel who are adding the 

duties of MCManitoba’s Executive Minister to their other roles. 
Michael Pahl will be assuming that position in January 2021. 

 

Worship & Meeting Events at AMC 

Dec. 6   Second Sunday of Advent online service 
Theme: On the road…to Repentance  Speaker: Dave Regehr  

Scripture: Isaiah 40:1-11; Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13; 2 Peter 3:8-

15a; Mark 1:1-8 Worship Leader:  Margruite Krahn Musicians: 
Dave Regehr, Hildie Regehr Sound: Nathan Loewen 

Dec. 9   Worship Committee meeting 

Dec. 10  Leadership Council meeting 
Dec. 13  Third Sunday of Advent online service 
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