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The Chong Yi campus, blanketed by Chonggqing's ever-present haze.



Goodbye, Chong Yi

(continued)
What we’ll miss. /
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( o) End of semester means lots of photos

1 ( Above--Phil with students from the Oral English for Overseas Nurses
class he taught (I-r: Isabella, Kelly, Vicki, Lucy, Sara, Anna). Only 2 of
1$ $ # the 47 students were male. The class surprised him on the last day with
gifts, including a book of well-wishes.

$ Below--Julie with students from a special English class she taught for
12 nursing students who will study at Michigan State University for two
. weeks this summer (l-r - Stacy, Erin, Janice). The students are holding
Looking forward. 9 ( English travel phrase books Julie gave to celebrate the completion of the
01 7 class.
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Countryside visit. During the May Day long weekend we visited the home of
Monica, a former student of Julie. Monica's family are rice farmers in a beautiful
mountainous setting two hours outside of Chongging. It was one of the most
scenic places in China we've visited.

Loquat season. In May Phil's Advanced English class took a day trip to a loquat farm on the edge of Chongging.

Day or weekend excursions to the countryside have become popular for many urban Chinese, giving them a chance to
escape the noise and pollution of the city for some fresh air and natural environment. At left, Zhao Yun Liu, a dentist, and
Xu Wen Chun, a teacher, pick loquats. The visit included a loquat-eating contest, in which Xiao Jian Wen, a doctor,

and Tang Min, a teacher, competed.
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Urban farming. Zhao Yong, Phil's student and a Chong Yi
teacher who grew up in the countryside, raises chickens and
ducks on the roof of his city apartment building. He also grows
herbs and vegetables there. Like many Chinese, his son Zhao Si
Rui is a little camera- shy.

i / .
Ambulatory advertising. For several days this
noisy band circled our university, advertising a new
restaurant. The sign announces a “revolutionary”
kind of hot pot (the Chongqing specialty), and urges
patrons to "grab seat quickly.”

Good-bye to a good friend. One of the
Chongging friends we will miss most is
Sandy Wang, an administrator in the
university Foreign Affairs office. Her job is
assuring the welfare of the foreign teachers.
On innumerable occasions Sandy has helped
us with everything from fixing a washing
machine to getting a visa. To thank her for
her work, the 7 foreign teachers at Chong Yi
gave her something she had long wished
for—an oven.

"7 Habits" becomes a habit. Julie has been leading a discussion
of the well-known book, The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People.
When she announced this extra-curricular opportunity to her former
students, she was surprised when 12 joined. Julie reports that the
group has had "interesting discussions, personal sharing, and
setting goals for personal growth.”
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Prayers
7/ . $ $ $ $ 5 We give thanks for:
& " -our five good years in Chonggqing, especially the
$ many positive relationships we've enjoyed
1 «Julie's recovery from a recent health problem,
$ assisted by friends who are doctors and nurses
i 8 2 } We invite your prayers for:
) ' ( -our swift adjustment to our new setting in
$ g Dazhou, and for new relationships there
B# 1" « the well-being of MC Canada's international
A # ministries during this time of recession
1?2 $ 7/ (
$ #
We’d enjoy hearing from you.
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$ Philip & Julie Bender - CHINA
9% # . @) c/o Foreign Affairs Dept. .
¢ B / B# Chongging Medical University ‘.
I Chongging, China 400016 {/
C # Philipjulie.bender@gmail.com
& ( Your contributions for support are welcome. Please
7 send these to: Mennonite Church Canada Witness,
( 600 Shaftesbury Blvd., Winnipeg, MB R3P OM4. In
$ USA to: Mennonite Mission Network, Box 370, Elkhart,

IN 46514




