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In our time we see nations divided, each seeking its own interest.  
God calls us beyond our national boundaries into being one people, awakened from sleep and alert for signs of God’s coming reign. 

Prelude
Welcome
Cong. Singing  WB#318                                                         Joy to the world
Cong. Singing - handout                                        I will come to you in silence 
Silence
Lighting of Advent Candle 

Gathering words
    Leader:  Come, let us go up the mountain of the Lord
    People:  that God may teach us and we may walk in God’s paths.
    Leader:  This is the moment to wake from sleep,
    People:  for salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed.
    Leader:  The night is far gone, the day is near.
    People:  Be ready; Jesus is coming at an unexpected hour.

Prayer of Invocation
Scripture Readings: Isaiah 2:1-5; Matthew 24:36-44
Children’s time 
Offering

Scripture Readings: Romans 13:11-14; Psalm 122
Silence
Sharing our Stories – Lorraine Heinrichs
Cong. Hymn - handout                                        Open my ears, open my eyes

Sermon                             A Bigger Dream                                 Pastor Dan 

Gathered At the Banquet Table
Words of Encouragement and Announcements
Pastoral Prayer 

Cong. Hymn  WB#508  vs.1-4                                Holy Spirit, Truth divine 
Benediction / Sending 
Cong. Hymn  WB#508  vs. 5-6                               Holy Spirit, Truth divine 
Postlude 

****************************************************Worship Leader:  Ang Enns                Song Leader:  Lori Hiebert
Accompanist:  Loren Hiebert and Edna Zacharias

Advent to Epiphany Theme – an UnExpected HOUR
How many times a day do you check the time?  From the time our alarm clocks go off in the morning until we go to sleep at bed time, we are all very aware of time.  In many ways, our use of time is mysteriously connected with our sense of worth.  Often we don’t “have” time because we are driven to produce, or we have deadlines that must be met, or we might be afraid of falling short of expectations, both our own and other’s. We feel real pressure to be busy.  If we do find that we have nothing to do and can’t find something “productive” to engage us, we feel like we have “wasted” our time.  We treat time as a tradable good and use the language of finance to describe time.  We “spend” time, “invest” time, we “save” time and in a world where “time is money” no one can get enough.  But where is all the drive and bustle taking us?  What is the goal of our insatiable striving to produce?  What is it that we really need?  Perhaps we need a different awareness of time.   We are living in the midst of God’s abundance: this time shortage is a human construct.  And this Advent, we are invited to move into a different time – God’s time.  Just as God came to us at the proper time as a babe in a manger, as Immanuel, we anticipate a time, an UnExpected HOUR, for God to come and reveal to us once more the deep mysteries of God’s time and God’s timing of all things in heaven and on earth.  Our worship in Advent will reflect this theme through the use of silence incorporated into the service.  In the stillness of silence, we will open our selves to God’s time, forgetting our time, and allowing space for God’s Spirit to move in our midst.
AMC WEEK

Tuesday

              Morning Coffee and Bible Study at 10:30 am

Wednesday


Woman’s Prayer Night at 9:00 pm

Sunday



Pastor Dan will be speaking – Second Advent

AMC CALENDAR
Tuesday, Dec. 7

Morning Coffee and Bible Study at 10:30 am

Tuesday, Dec. 7

S. S. Christmas rehearsal – 4:00-5:30 pm


Tuesday, Dec. 7

Worship Committee meeting at 7:00 pm
      Sunday, Dec. 12

Pastor Dan will be speaking – Third Advent


Sunday, Dec. 12

S. S. Christmas rehearsal – 12:00 -2:00 pm
AMC FAMILY cont…
Thank you Steve Penner for designing the Advent bulletin covers. 
You are invited to stay for lunch after the service.  Clean up is group 3.  

Thank you, Lorraine and Anna, for adding to our worship experience with 
the visuals you have provided through the advent season.
Any children or youth who would like to play in the prelude before the Sunday School Christmas program on the evening of December 19, please talk to Nancy Ratzlaff (327-5806).
In honour or memory of someone special to you, please feel free to help decorate our sanctuary this Christmas season with a potted poinsettia flower.  Please attach the name of the people you are honoring so we may list them in our bulletin.

Daily Rejoice! devotional books for the months of November, December and January are on the front foyer table.

The Sunday School children will be collecting non-perishable food items for the Rhineland Area Food Bank during our worship service on the first Sunday of each month.  Please remember to donate!
Coffee, scripture and discussion group will meet Tuesday mornings at

10:30 am at AMC.  All are invited.  Please read the scripture below to   
prepare for discussion. 

Isaiah 11:1-10      Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19      Romans 15:4-13       Matthew 3:1-12

AMC budget update

Offering last Sunday                         $       504.00
Offering year to date                        $ 119,214.00
2010 Budget                                    $ 154,602.00
Shortfall (5 Sundays left in 2010)       $   35,388.00
 
Birthdays:  Nov. 28 – Kristen Hamm; Nov. 29 – Andrea Hildebrand; Nov. 30 – Peggy Martens; Dec. 1 – Kay Friesen; Dec. 2- Madison Gerbrandt
Practice days for Sunday School Christmas program 

Rehearsal – Tuesday, Dec. 7 from 4:00-5:30 pm
Rehearsal – Sunday, Dec. 12 from 12:00-2:00 pm (bring bag lunch)

Program run through - Tuesday, Dec. 14 from 4:00–5:30 pm

Dress rehearsal – Saturday, Dec. 18 from 10:00–1:30 pm with a pizza lunch!

Sunday School Christmas program – Sunday, Dec. 19 at 6:30 pm.

Note: After school snack will be provided on the Tuesdays.  Pre-school children need not attend the Tuesday, rehearsals.   
AMC FAMILY cont…

Prayer Requests
      Let’s remember to pray for our elderly homebound members, Eva Falk, Katharina Zacharias and Tina Rempel.
      Please pray for Olly Penner as she recuperates at home from knee surgery.   
Please pray for Phil and Julie Bender our MC Canada Witness mission partners in China.   

     Mennonite Church Canada is praying for… God of Creation, wake us from our slumber of indifference.  Alert and prepare us to see the new and good things you are doing in the world.  Help us to slow down during this Advent season so that we can focus on you and prepare for Jesus, who is coming at an unexpected hour. 

If you would like to add or remove any prayer requests, please call the church office.
COMMUNITY
The residents and staff of Eastview Place greatly appreciate all the special events the churches bring, such as Sunday Services, music programs, serving at special functions, and more.  Thank you, Chaplain Peter Bartel. 
 Rhineland Area Food Bank.  Remember to donate regularly.  For cash donations, take an envelope from the top of AMC’s mailboxes and include your name and address so a receipt can be issued.  Current needs:  pasta, canned meat, peanut butter, powdered milk, cereal, powdered juice, canned vegetables and canned fruit.  Thank you for your continued support.
CANADIAN MENNONITE UNIVERSITY - www.cmu.ca
Invite family and friends to experience Christmas at CMU today at 3:00 pm (CMU’s North Campus).  Take time to enjoy this lovely musical event filled with choirs, instrumental ensembles, and carol singing.  Admission is free. 


CMU invites applications for the position of Hosting Coordinator.  CMU has over 1,800 students at its Shaftesbury Campus, at Menno Simons College, and through its Outtatown discipleship program.  For the full posting go to: www.cmu.ca.
Refreshing Winds (Feb. 3 to 5, 2011) is focusing on the theme: Here in This Place: Worship in Cultural Context.  This biennial conference on worship and music features author and church planter Brian McLaren and musician Steve Bell.  Register at http://www.cmu.ca/conferences.html.  Registration deadline is Dec. 17, 2010.  
MENNONITE CENTRAL COMMITTEE
The Living Gift is a special holiday program of MCC’s which is available at Ten Thousand Village starting in November and going until December 31.  It is an alternative gift giving idea that meets simple human needs for good health and a decent living in developing countries.  For more details check at Ten Thousand Villages stores.

MCC is seeking to fill the position of Education/Global Family Coordinator based in either Winnipeg or Akron, PA.  If you have a background in education and education administration this could be the position for you.  Visit http://mcc.org/serve for more information.  Application deadline is Dec. 3.

Open Circle, a restorative justice program of Initiatives for Justice Communities (IJC), is hiring a Program Associate.  As part of a two person team, the Program Associate will work closely with the program coordinator in volunteer recruitment, training and administration. This is a salaried 0.6 FTE position.  Application deadline is December 6, 2010.  Please submit a letter of intent and resume to Janelle Siemens at jms@mennonitecc.ca.Visit manitoba.mcc.org for a full job description.
MENNONITE HERITAGE GALLERY

JUST FOOD: The Right to Food from a Faith Perspective international exhibition opened at the MHC Gallery and will be shown till Jan. 15.  Schedule a tour for your church or school group by contacting Connie Wiebe at cwiebe@mennonitechurch.ca.
MENNONITE CHURCH MANITOBA
We invite you to the Faith and Life Male Choir and Women’s Chorus Advent Concert on Saturday, Dec. 11, 7:00 pm at the Winkler’s; Emmanuel Mennonite Church. 
Please join us for Frohe Botschaft, a German language worship service broadcast on Sunday morning at 7:30 am on CFAM / CHSM / CJRB.  Pastor Ewald Goetz from Steinbach Mennonite Church is the speaker for December.

CAMPS WITH MEANING - www.campswithmeaning.org/204-895-2267
The Camps with Meaning history book, Sixty Years of Blessings, is now available.  Call 1-204-895-CAMP or e-mail camps@mennochurch.mb.ca to order your copy ($20 for the book, $10shipping if required).

In Loving memory of:
ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR LATER DATE!

CAMPS WITH MEANING - www.campswithmeaning.org/204-895-2267
COMMUNITY

CMU
CMU invites you to its Sunday, (Dec. 19) Vespers Service, to be held at 7:30 pm in the Laudamus Auditorium.  
CMU invites you to its Sunday, (Jan. 16) Vespers Service, to be held at 7:30 pm in the Laudamus Auditorium.  
CMU invites you to its Sunday, (Feb. 20) Vespers Service, to be held at 7:30 pm in the Laudamus Auditorium.  
CMU invites you to its Sunday, (March 20) Vespers Service, to be held at 7:30 pm in the Laudamus Auditorium.  
Mar. 11 to 13, 2011 – PIT is back!  CMU welcomes students to pray and praise together at PIT 2011’s “Pieces of Peace” gathering. This year’s event features drama from Ted Swartz (www.tedandcompany.com) and speakers Adelia Neufeld Wiens, Dan Epp-Tiessen, and Jarem Sawatsky.  Registration:  $100 if registering by Jan. 31, 2011; $125 on and after Feb. 1.  www.pit.cmu.ca
CMU invites you to campus visit day, Jan. 28, Friday from 9:00 am – 3:00 pm.  

CMU invites you to campus visit day, March 18, Friday from 9:00 am – 3:00 pm.  

CMU invites you to Campus Visit Day – Open House Feb. 23 from 11:00 am – 3:00 pm.  

Feb. 3 to 5, 2011 – Attend this year’s Refreshing Winds Conference and explore what it means to worship in cultural context. Focusing on the theme, Here in This Place:  Worship in Cultural Context, this biennial conference on worship and music features author and church planter Brian McLaren and musician Steve Bell. Registration deadline is Dec. 17. Visit http://www.cmu.ca/conferences.html
MENNONITE CHURCH MANITOBA
A Thousand Hallelujahs is a Mass Male Choir Celebration (conducted by Henry Engbrecht) taking place on Jan. 23, 2011 at the Centennial Concert Hall.  All men, male youth and boys are invited to participate.  For more information see poster on main bulletin board or their website: www.mennochurch.mb.ca.
All committee secretaries, please remember to forward the minutes of your meetings to Vicki Kehler for distribution. 







