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Welcome to our Worship Service






    First Advent
 




Learning to Pay Attention
Prelude                              Veni Emmanuel                        arr. Purvis/Held
GATHERING
                Welcoming each other
                Call to worship     Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
                Cong. Hymn         WB#185                    Hail to the Lord’s anointed
HEARING GOD’S WORD
                Scripture Reading:  Isaiah 64:1-9
                Cong. Hymn  WB#188  vs. 2-3                              Sleepers, wake!  
                Children’s’ Story
                Cong. Hymn  WB#594   vs. 1                Lord, you sometimes speak
                Prayer    
                Scripture Reading: Mark 13:24-37
Meditation    Why is it that we always seem to be waiting?     Dan Kehler
RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD
                Cong. Hymn  WB#176                     Comfort, comfort, O my people
                Offering/Offertory              The First Noel              arr. Joyce Jones
RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS
Introduction of Candidates
Faith Stories
Covenanting Together - insert
Prayer of Dedication
AT THE TABLE OF OUR LORD
                Cong. Hymn  STS#112                       My Lord, he is a-comin’ soon
                Invitation to the Table
                Litany of Praise and Forgiveness - insert
                We Eat Together  
                Blessing - 1 Corinthians 1:3-9
SENDING
                Cong. Hymn  WB#178  vs. 1         Come, thou long-expected Jesus 
Benediction:         
                  Leader:  Go into the world, awake and aware of God’s presence!
                  People:  We go into the world, listening for God’s 
                                  voice.
                  Leader:  Go into the world, watching for the activity in God’s 
                                kingdom!
                 People:  We go into the world, following in the footsteps of  
                                 Jesus.

                  Leader:  Go into the world, receiving the hope of salvation!
                  People:  We go into the world, reflecting the Spirit’s 
                                  radiance. 

Postlude                            A Joyous Carol                                Leon Roques
*Advent candle response
All: Thanks be to God for giving us light! As is shines in darkness we
        celebrate the hope it brings.
******************************************************
Worship Leader:  June Schwartz
     Song Leader: Marilyn Hamm
Accompanist:  Edna Zacharias  
AMC WEEK

Tuesday



Morning Coffee and Bible Study at 10:30 am

Sunday



Pastor Dan will be speaking 

AMC CALENDAR
Tuesday, Dec. 6

Morning Coffee and Bible Study at 10:30 am

Tuesday, Dec. 6

Christmas practice at 4:30-6:00 pm
Wednesday, Dec. 7

Woman’s prayer time at 9:00 pm

Sunday, Dec. 11

Pastor Dan will be speaking 
Sunday, Dec. 18

AMC’s Christmas Concert at 6:30 pm

August 11-12, 2012       AMC 50th Anniversary and Homecoming Weekend
AMC REMINDERS

Sunday, Dec. 4 - WORSHIP LEADER – Ray and Marilyn H
                         - SONG LEADER – Lori H
- ACCOMPANIST – Loren H
COFFEE TIME – Kevin and Nancy N
Welcoming the Unexpected 
Advent bursts upon us with the impassioned cry of the prophet: “O that you would rend the heavens and come down.” (Isaiah 64:1). Isaiah gives voice to a soul-deep longing for God to show up in our midst.  Isaiah says of God, “From ages past no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, who works for those who wait” (Isaiah 64:3-4). Like Isaiah, we too are filled with longing; we too hunger for the transforming presence of God in our midst.  Isaiah’s words reveal to us the heart of Advent: that it is an in-between season, bordered on the one hand by our memory of how God has appeared in the past and on the other by our anticipation of God’s presence still in front of us.  And God enters our world in many ways—some large and dramatic, others (maybe most) small and subtle.  God’s presence is disruptive and surprising, never safe or predictable. Nothing pictures the surprising nature of God’s presence better than God’s coming in the person of Jesus. No one anticipated seeing God in an unwed pregnancy, in a small-town stable, in a family of refugees. Yet that is how God came, and that is how God worked.  This Advent season, we are invited to meditate on God’s sure coming—but often in places we would not think to look. And as we celebrate and anticipate the unexpected manner of God’s coming in Jesus, we are called to pay attention and wait for God to enter our midst, so that when it happens, we are able to Welcome the Unexpected.  
AMC FAMILY
Prayer and Praise
      Leroy had surgery on Wednesday.  All went as planned.  Continue to pray for healing for Leroy and courage and strength for both Marge and Leroy.  

      Harry and Susan continue to heal from a significant vehicle accident.  Let us give thanks that their injuries were not more severe and pray for ongoing healing.  

       Pray for our conference leaders. MC Manitoba Executive Director – Ken Warkentin.  MC Canada General Secretary – Willard Metzger
     Let’s remember to pray for our older members at home, Eva Falk, Katharina Zacharias and Tina Rempel. 
      Please pray for Phil and Julie Bender our MC Canada Witness mission partners in China. 
      Mennonite Church MB is praying for… Camps with Meaning, that people who are passionate about camping ministries be found to replace those who are finishing up their terms of service. 
      Mennonite Church Canada is praying for… God, teach us to see you in the people we meet, in the nature we enjoy, in the gifts you provide. Grant us patient joy as we watch for surprising signs of your activity in our lives and reflect your radiance in the world.
If you would like to add or remove any prayer requests, please contact Dan Kehler.

 

AMC FAMILY cont…
Birthdays:  Nov. 28 – Kirsten Hamm; Nov. 29 – Andrea Hildebrand; Nov. 30 – Peggy Martens & Cayden Wood; Dec. 1 – Kay Friesen; Dec. 2 – Madison Gerbrandt

In honour or memory of someone special to you, please feel free to help decorate our sanctuary this Christmas season with a potted poinsettia flower.  
AMC is again invited to contribute money in support of the Annual Community Christmas Dinner.  With every $2 given, a piece of cutlery will decorate the tree in our lobby.  Your donations are greatly appreciated.  Thank you!

Daily Rejoice! devotional books for the months of December, January and February are on the front foyer table.
Coffee’s On – Wednesday and Thursday at 10:00 am the coffee is on at church.  Come by for some caffeine and conversation.

Auxiliary:  We have three issues of Timbrel to share.  These can be found
on the library bookshelf in the lobby.  Please read and return.

AMC’s Winter Retreat for Feb. 17-19 (2012) at Camp Assiniboia is a GO!!  Please submit your post-dated (Feb. 15 – 2012) cheques to AMC (Winter Retreat in memo area) ASAP and put in treasurer church mail box.  Thank you.  It is not too late for families to join us!  
From the Anniversary Planning Committee:

As part of the planning for AMC’s 50th Anniversary in 2012 the committee and council are considering a commemorative symbol for the church.  We invite your creative ideas for such a symbol or project that would represent something of the essence of Altona Mennonite Church and would be on display in the sanctuary.  Please submit your ideas, together with an approximate cost estimate, to the box in the foyer or talk to one of the planning committee members:  Ted Friesen, Marilyn H. Hamm, Ted Klassen, Elfie Krahn, Dave Regehr

The Sunday School children will be collecting non-perishable food items for the Rhineland Area Food Bank during our worship service on the first Sunday of each month.  Please remember to donate!
Susan Loeppky is taking a written test for her drivers and would appreciate a ride to Winkler on Friday, Dec. 9 for 1:00 pm.  Susan will reimburse you for your expenses.  If you would like to drive Susan, you may reach her at 304-1364 or e-mail luluandsusan@hotmail.com.  Thank you.  
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AMC FAMILY cont…
Tuesday Morning Bible Coffee:  The texts are Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13; Isaiah 40:1-11; Mark 1:1-8; 2 Peter 3:8-15a

FROM THE PASTOR
Many of you have noticed (and some of you have mocked) my participation in Movember.  While I am not impressed with my own ability to grow a decent ‘stach, I decided that for one month no razor would touch my upper lip.  While it started in good fun, it has turned into a significant experience of faith, irritation, and prayer.  The best way that I can describe my upper lip over the last couple of weeks is uncomfortable; it is itchy, prickly and rough.  So why have I not shaved it off?  I have been using the discomfort to remind me to pray.  Movemver is about prostrate cancer awareness.  And my mo has made me very aware.  But instead of ending the experience at awareness, I have used it as an opportunity to increase my prayers for those who suffer from cancer.  Each time I touch my upper lip or curl my lower lip over my upper lip to address the itch, I say a simple “be with those” where “those” are the ones whom I have named in my life who have been affected by cancer.  I can hardly wait until December one so that I might rid myself of this incursion of hair.  But until then, “be with those.”  
COMMUNITY
Ebenzer Home is inviting applicants for occasional help with night watch.  
This is a paid position, checking the buildings from 11:00 pm at night till 7:00 am in the morning.  For more information or to apply call 324-8945 or send an e-mail to ebenh@mts.net.
Seniors you are invited to the 5o+ Christmas Banquet at the Rhineland Pioneer Centre (Altona Senior Choir performing) Monday, Dec. 12 at 6:00 pm.   Tickets are available at the Recreation office for $15.00 each.  Please call ahead (324-9005) or stop by the recreation office to purchase your tickets.
This year Living Gift offers six projects with the newest project being sand dams for Tanzania or Zambia.  These dams will provide clean water which helps to decrease disease, increase school attendance and provide greater income for families.  Other projects include:  empowerment, goats, farmyards and education.  These projects are available now till Dec. 31 at Ten Thousand Villages in the Altona Mall.
Rhineland Area Food Bank.  Remember to donate regularly.  For cash donations, take an envelope from the top of AMC’s mailboxes and include your name and address so a receipt can be issued.  Current needs:  pasta, canned meat, peanut butter, powdered milk, cereal, powdered juice, canned vegetables and canned fruit.  Thank you for your continued support.
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CANADIAN MENNONITE UNIVERSITY
Enjoy Christmas at CMU with vocal, choral, instrumental ensembles, drama, readings and refreshments, all ending in a festive carol sing.  This event will take place today, 3:00 pm at CMU’s North Campus.  Free admission, all are welcome.  Visit www.cmu.ca for details.

MENNONITE CENTRAL COMMITTEE
MCC welcomes inquires for the following urgent service opportunity: MCC Representative for Bangladesh.  Interested individuals are asked to contact Amgad Tadros at 204-261-6381or e-mail amgadtadros@mennonitecc.ca.  For more information on this opportunity and other urgent positions in Asia, please visit our website at mcc.org/serve.
Come and support the Ten Thousand Villages Christmas Craft and Bake Sale (134 Plaza Dr., Winnipeg) from Nov. 26 – Dec. 24.  Poster on main bulletin board lists items available at the sale.  

MENNONITE CHURCH MANITOBA 

Please join us for Frohe Botschaft, a German language worship service broadcast on Sunday morning at 7:30 am on CFAM / CHSM / CJRB.  In December Pastor Jack Dyck from Springfield Heights Mennonite Church in Winnipeg will present a series of sermons for Advent and Christmas.

Christmas with the Faith and Life Choirs; Saturday, December 10, 7:00 pm at Springfield Heights Mennonite Church:  Sunday, December 11, 3:00 pm at Grace Mennonite Church in Steinbach.  See poster on main bulletin for more information.


SOUTHERN MANITOBA CHORAL SOCIETY
Enjoy Handel’s Messiah performed by Southern Manitoba’s Choral Society, Sat. Dec. 3, 7:00 pm at Buhler Hall or Sun. Dec. 4, 7:00 pm at Winkler Berg. Church.  Admission by donation.
MENNONITE HERITAGE GALLERY
You are invited to Kelly Hofer: Hutterite Photographs from a Hutterite's Eyes.  This exhibit opens Friday Dec. 2, 7:30 pm and will be shown till January 21 at the MHC Gallery (600 Shaftsbury).  
MENNONITE DISASTER SERVICES
MDS Christmas Open House is Friday, December 16.  Join MDS at the Winnipeg office to celebrate another year of Responding, Rebuilding and Restoring.  Come join the staff for Christmas baking, beverages, and fellowship between the hours of 1:00 and 4:00 pm.  The office is located at 1325 Markham Road.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR LATER DATE

Please forward address changes for the 2012 AMC directory to Vicki Kehler.  You may e-mail amc@mymts.net or leave in secretary AMC mailbox.  Thank you.

All committee secretaries, please remember to forward the minutes of your meetings to Vicki Kehler for distribution. 
Employment opportunities are available at CMU, visit: http://www.cmu.ca/employment.html.
CAMPS WITH MEANING - www.campswithmeaning.org/204-895-2267
FALL

CMU
Mark your Calendars!!   Peace It Together is coming!  Canadian Mennonite University is calling young people from across the country to follow Jesus’ way of peace.  Plan to attend Peace It Together, a national youth conference, Friday, March 9 – Sunday, March 11, 2012.  Be inspired and challenged with the theme, Jesus: The Peace that Matters.  More information coming  soon.

Prayers for November – Mennonite Church MB
Alzheimer Bake Sale - February 4 at the Altona Mall from 9:00 am until sold out.  Donated baked items appreciated.  Please deliver them to the mall between 8:30 am and 9:00 am
Parenting classes are again being offered by Terry Warburton of Recovery of Hope Counselling at the EHCS office, 309 Main St., Winkler.  Power to Parent: The Vital Connection will run in Jan/Feb 2012 and focuses on parenting kids of all ages.  Making Sense of Adolescence will be offered in Mar/Apr for parents of kids 9 years and older.  Developed by Dr. Gordon Neufeld, these eight week courses offer an approach that restores the natural intuition to parenting and effective practices that preserve the relationship.  Terry has her Masters degree in counselling and is an authorized Neufeld facilitator.  Course outlines can be found at www.neufeldinstitute.com.  Check the bulletin board for registration info or call 204-325-5355.  
CMU is praying for…Please continue to uphold faculty, staff and board members in your prayers.  Pray that we will provide the kind of nurturing environment that will allow students and particularly for the ones from your congregation who have chosen one of the CMU programs of study.  We would encourage you to ask them how they are doing and invite them to share about their experiences during appropriate occasions.  
MENNONITE CHURCH CANADA PRAYERS
	December 4
Second Sunday of Advent
	Scene changing God, we bring you our joys and words of thanks. We bring you our concerns. May your face shine on us, give us peace, and help us share the peace and love we have received.

	December 11
Third Sunday of Advent
	God of good changes, we offer you the sadness in our family, our church, and the world. We look to you to bring gladness back to all our hearts. Shine on us and help us so that your ways can grow in us, around us, and through us.

	December 18
Fourth Sunday of Advent
	God, we thank you that there is no insider or outsider with you, but that your mercy is for all. Strengthen us to accept and share your mercy freely.

	December 25
Christmas Day
	Rejoice in the Lord! As the earth brings forth its shoots, so you, Creator God, have sent your Son, setting us free to live as beloved children. Thank you for the birth of Jesus, who helps us understand the many ways you help us.


Dec 4
Advent candle response
All: Thanks be to God for giving us light! As is shines in darkness we
celebrate the peace it brings.

Dec 11
Advent candle response
All: Thanks be to God for giving us light! As is shines in darkness we
celebrate the joy it brings.

Dec 18
Advent candle response
All: Thanks be to God for giving us light! As is shines in darkness we
celebrate the love it brings.

Dec 25
Advent candle response
All: And we are surprised by God’s tenderness: Who else would welcome
all children, whether by birth or adoption, to join in the same
kingdom? Thanks, thanks be to God!
Congregational Response to New Members

The church is a body of believers, 

joined together on earth to proclaim the love of God

and to follow Christ’s example of life and ministry.

We are glad that you make this covenant with us.  We commit ourselves 
 to provide

scriptural nourishment for your growth,

support in your joys and sorrows,

and spiritual discernment in decision making.

Our expectations of you is to share

in calling us to faithfulness,


and contributing your abilities and gifts


for the common good of the body of Christ.

We accept your commitment to Christ and this body


And we welcome you warmly in this covenant making


To be God’s people together.

We are blessed that you have chosen us 


to be your spiritual family.


let joy and praise unite our hearts, 


and may our joining together


mutually bless and strengthen us


as we follow Christ together.

Communion Litany of Praise and Forgiveness

We celebrate and praise You,

God of new beginnings and surprising opportunities

Because You never cease to make Yourself available to us. 

We appreciate and thank You,

God of unquenchable life and irrepressible grace

Because You continue to offer us the resources of Your Spirit.

We love and embrace You,

God of unfailing compassion and constant companionship

Because You walk beside us and transform us into agents of love. 

In your abiding grace, we admit that we have fallen short of your great calling and so we ask,  

Forgive us, O Lord,

When we seek to keep You to ourselves  

    and shut others from Your influence 

Forgive us, O Christ,

When we wallow in our own weakness 

    and take advantage of the weakness of others. 

Forgive us, O Spirit,

When we deny Your friendship 

    and withhold Your compassion from others. 

 Heal us, restore and empower us, O God, we pray 

  For the sake of Your kingdom which has broken into our world. 

   The Lord’s Prayer           Amen.







