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Welcome to our Worship Service
                       Celebrating with the Global Mennonite Church
Prelude 
Gathering as God’s People

Welcoming Each Other

Called into Worship

Psalm 22:22-31

Prayer of Invocation

Praising God in the Congregation

Cong. Hymn  WB#50                                       Praise the Lord, sing hallelujah
Prayer of Thanks Giving

Songs by the Sunday School - “Gott ist de Liebe”

                                   - “Siyahamba”
The Word Proclaimed

Children’s Story – Crystal Keher
Cong. Hymn  WB#306                                  In Christ there is no East or West 

John 17:9-21

Meditation – Hippolyto Tshimanga 
Responding to the Word

Cong. Hymn  WB#322                                       For we are strangers no more
Prayer for the World

We Give out of our Blessings

Sent out to Serve 

Cong. Hymn  STJ#78                                                  We will walk with God  

Benediction

Cong. Hymn  STJ#78                                                   We will walk with God

Postlude     

We welcome Hippolyto Tshimanga, from Mennonite Church Canada Wittiness, who is Mission Partnership Facilitator for Africa, Europe & Latin America.
******************************************************
Worship leader:  Dan Kehler
     Song Leader:  Dave Regehr Accompanist:  Hildie Regehr
AMC WEEK

Monday



Ed. Committee meeting at 7:00 pm
Tuesday



Morning Coffee and Bible Study at 10:30 am

Saturday



Leadership half day retreat from 8:30 am-1:00 pm
Sunday



Pastor Dan will be speaking
AMC CALENDAR
Tuesday, Nov. 22

Morning Coffee and Bible Study at 10:30 am

Tuesday, Nov. 22

Council meeting at 7:00 pm

Sunday, Nov. 27

Pastor Dan will be speaking (Communion and   
                                   Membership transfer)
August 11-12, 2012       AMC 50th Anniversary and Homecoming Weekend
Sunday, Dec. 18

AMC’s Christmas Concert at 6:30 pm

AMC REMINDERS

Sunday, Nov. 20 - WORSHIP LEADER – Carol P
                         - SONG LEADER – Gina E
- ACCOMPANIST – Nancy R
COFFEE TIME – Wayne & Tracy B
AMC FAMILY
Prayer and Praise
      Pray for our conference leaders. MC Manitoba Executive Director – Ken Warkentin.  MC Canada General Secretary – Willard Metzger
     Let’s remember to pray for our older members at home, Eva Falk, Katharina Zacharias and Tina Rempel. 
      Please pray for Phil and Julie Bender our MC Canada Witness mission partners in China. 
      Mennonite Church MB is praying for… Erwin Warkentin started as interim pastor of Whitewater Mennonite Church, Boissevain in October.  This is a new task for him and we invite your prayers for him on his behalf.
      Mennonite Church Canada is praying for… a Mennonite Church Canada worker Bob Dick in prayer for Christian students in China as they struggle with discrimination from their peers, employers and government.  Pray that they will remain curious and open to Christianity despite such challenges.
If you would like to add or remove any prayer requests, please contact Dan Kehler.


Birthdays:  Nov. 15 – Dale Klassen
AMC FAMILY cont…
Today’s bulletin was created by Karly Wiebe.
Daily Rejoice! devotional books for the months of December, January and February are on the front foyer table.
Coffee’s On – Wednesday and Thursday at 10:00 am the coffee is on at church.  Come by for some caffeine and conversation.

Leadership half day retreat on Saturday, Nov. 19, 8:30 am – 1:00 pm.  The Spiritual Advisory committee is inviting all committee chairpersons and their spouses to a retreat at The Barn that Harms Built.  The agenda has two items; Spiritual Retreat and Pastoral/Church Goal Setting.  We will also share lunch together.  Please RSVP to Dan or Vicki by Nov 17.

Membership Transfer – November 27 - As we enter the Advent season together at the Lord’s Table, we invite those who wish to join our community through transfer to consider this day.  Please contact Dan if you are interested.   

You’re invited to stay for potluck lunch after the service.  The menu will consist of food items that Mennonites eat. Clean up is group 4. 

The 2011/2012 Christian Seasons Calendar is available at www.thechristiancalendar.com.  AMC is considering placing a group order for the calendar shortly (in time for advent), if you are interested please contact Andrea Hildebrand asap.$15.95+ tax & shipping.  Orders over 10 would qualify for a discount.
 

 

AMC FAMILY cont…
From the Anniversary Planning Committee:

As part of the planning for AMC’s 50th Anniversary in 2012 the committee and council are considering a commemorative symbol for the church.  We invite your creative ideas for such a symbol or project that would represent something of the essence of Altona Mennonite Church and would be on display in the sanctuary.  Please submit your ideas, together with an approximate cost estimate, to the box in the foyer or talk to one of the planning committee members:  Ted Friesen, Marilyn H. Hamm, Ted Klassen, Elfie Krahn, Dave Regehr
Auxiliary:  We have three issues of Timbrel to share.  These can be found
on the library bookshelf in the lobby.  Please read and return.

AMC’s Winter Retreat has been scheduled for Feb. 17-19 (2012) at Camp Assiniboia.  Please take note of the neon green poster in the foyer and sign up for a weekend of fun and fellowship.  The cost for ages 11-adult is $92. 00 and 5-10 years of age is $55.  Please submit your cheques to AMC (WINTER RETREAT) by Nov. 13.  

The Sunday School children will be collecting non-perishable food items for the Rhineland Area Food Bank during our worship service on the first Sunday of each month.  Please remember to donate!
From whence we came....There is a display set up in the foyer.  We would like the congregation to add to this display.  This is an opportunity for the congregation to bring items from their past that symbolize some of who they are.  It can be grandma’s apron or a special song book from years ago.  We are reflecting on where we’ve come from and know that we all have memories of these special times.  This is tying in with our Anabaptist past and understanding who we are and where we came from.  Thanks Mission and Services
Please forward address changes for the 2012 AMC directory to Vicki Kehler.  You may e-mail amc@mymts.net or leave in secretary AMC mailbox.  Thank you.

Tuesday Morning Bible Coffee: What is an Anabaptist Christian? The study will be from pages 16-18 and the corresponding scripture is Matthew 18:15-19 and Colossians 1:15-23.    
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FROM THE PASTOR
       A few years ago, I had the privilege of hosting friends from Colombia.  They had never been to Canada and they were surprised at what they saw.  As we left the Winnipeg airport they saw no military presence on the streets, no armed guards in front of business and no police on every corner.  In Altona they marveled that car doors are not locked, houses are not secured by multiple looks and security fences with heavy locked gates.  They could not believe that children’s bicycles are not stolen when left unlocked and unattended at the side of the school.  They saw people on the street greeting one another unafraid to look each other in the face.  We could travel in the “frontier” of Manitoba and not encounter armed groups and check stops.  And when we passed through the Canadian Customs as we exited from the Peace Gardens they were not asked to produce identification even as Colombia’s from Bogotá.  “Canada must truly be a country of peace!” they said.  Later in the visit they commented “The Church must be doing a good job of teaching peace because we live in such a peaceful place.”  This comment took me a little by surprise.   Are we as the church doing a good job of teaching peace in Altona, in Manitoba, in Canada?  My first thought was no, we are not actively engaging our world with the message of peace.  But as I thought about our guest’s observations and comments, my initial response has slowly changed.    

As we teach our children to be followers of Jesus, we teach gentleness, kindness, and compassion.   We teach our children respect for others and tolerance of differences.  These are values that lead to peace in our homes, peace our families and peace our community.  As we engage scripture within our congregation through teaching and preaching, we embrace an Anabaptist Christian understating of Jesus’ words to “love your enemy and pray for those who persecute you.”  (Matt 5:44)  This transforms us as a people of peace.  And as there are many congregations in Altona, our “peacefulness” as believers has an impact on our schools, our places of employment, our social gatherings, and our entire community as we seek to live as followers of Jesus in every aspect of our lives.   

I now believe that we are more intentional about our peace witness than I initial thought.  It takes someone from a country that does not know peace to open our eyes to the peace that is all around us!  For this gift of understanding and the peace that is ours in Altona, I am truly thankful.  

COMMUNITY
This year Living Gift offers six projects with the newest project being sand dams for Tanzania or Zambia.  These dams will provide clean water which helps to decrease disease, increase school attendance and provide greater income for families.  Other projects include:  empowerment, goats, farmyards and education.  These projects are available now till Dec. 31 at Ten Thousand Villages in the Altona Mall.
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COMMUNITY cont…
Rhineland Area Food Bank.  Remember to donate regularly.  For cash donations, take an envelope from the top of AMC’s mailboxes and include your name and address so a receipt can be issued.  Current needs:  pasta, canned meat, peanut butter, powdered milk, cereal, powdered juice, canned vegetables and canned fruit.  Thank you for your continued support.
CANADIAN MENNONITE UNIVERSITY
CMU invites applications for a research grants facilitator.  For details, visit www.cmu.ca/employment.html. 

Enjoy Christmas at CMU with vocal, choral, instrumental ensembles, drama, readings and refreshments, all ending in a festive carol sing.  This event will take place on Saturday, Nov. 26, 7:00 pm and Sunday, Nov. 27, 3:00 pm, CMU North Campus.  Free admission, all are welcome.  Visit www.cmu.ca for details.

MENNONITE CENTRAL COMMITTEE
Interested in what MCC is doing in Africa?  Everyone is welcome to attend the evening portion of MCC’s MB AGM (Nov. 19) at Ridgewood EMC (near Steinbach) featuring Issa Sadi Ebombolo from Zambia, starting at 7:00 pm.   More information can be found on Issa in the most recent issue of a Common Place or online at http://acommonplace.mcc.org/acp/2011/10_12/feature_story_01_02.html?utm_medium=email&utm_source=whatsnew&utm_campaign=whatsnew_2011-06-29.  Also check out information on the AGM at http://manitoba.mcc.org/agm.
MCC welcomes inquires for the following urgent service opportunity: MCC Representative for Bangladesh.  Interested individuals are asked to contact Amgad Tadros at 204-261-6381or e-mail amgadtadros@mennonitecc.ca.  For more information on this opportunity and other urgent positions in Asia, please visit our website at mcc.org/serve.
Join MCC for there 10th annual meat canning event in Winkler on Nov. 23-26.  For volunteer information please contact John or Sarah Martens at 1-866-696-4254.  See poster on main bulletin board for more details. 

Come and support the Ten Thousand Villages Christmas Craft and Bake Sale (134 Plaza Dr., Winnipeg) from Nov. 26 – Dec. 24.  Poster on main bulletin board lists items available at the sale.  
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MENNONITE CHURCH MANITOBA 

Please join us for Frohe Botschaft, a German language worship service broadcast on Sunday morning at 7:30 am on CFAM / CHSM / CJRB.  In November Pastor Ferdinand Funk, Chaplain at Bethania Mennonite Personal Care Home in Winnipeg, will present a sermon series entitled: Lebenslektionen im Alter.
Christmas with the Faith and Life Choirs; Saturday, December 10, 7:00 pm at Springfield Heights Mennonite Church:  Sunday, December 11, 3:00 pm at Grace Mennonite Church in Steinbach.  See poster on main bulletin for more information.

SOUTHERN MANITOBA CHORAL SOCIETY
Southern MB Choral Society invites you to a soup and pie fundraiser at the Altona Senior Centre on Friday, Nov. 18 from 5:00 – 7:00 pm.  Admission by donation. 
Enjoy Handel’s Messiah performed by Southern Manitoba’s Choral Society, Sat. Dec. 3, 7:00 pm at Buhler Hall or Sun. Dec. 4, 7:00 pm at Winkler Berg. Church.  Admission by donation.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR LATER DATE
All committee secretaries, please remember to forward the minutes of your meetings to Vicki Kehler for distribution. 
Join CMU for Vespers, Nov 20, 7:30 pm, in the Laudamus Auditorium. Free admission; all are welcome. (500 Shaftesbury Blvd. Winnipeg).
Employment opportunities are available at CMU, visit: http://www.cmu.ca/employment.html.
Campus Visit Day, Nov. 25, 9:00 – 3:00pm --Visit http://www.cmu.ca/campusvisit.html for more details.

CAMPS WITH MEANING - www.campswithmeaning.org/204-895-2267
FALL

CMU
Mark your Calendars!!   Peace It Together is coming!  Canadian Mennonite University is calling young people from across the country to follow Jesus’ way of peace.  Plan to attend Peace It Together, a national youth conference, Friday, March 9 – Sunday, March 11, 2012.  Be inspired and challenged with the theme, Jesus: The Peace that Matters.  More information coming  soon.

Prayers for November – Mennonite Church MB
November 20 
Pray for Barrette Plett, Darryl Neustadter Barg, and others giving leadership at Simple Church, a new worship experience, meeting twice a month at the RA Steen Community Centre, in Wolseley. They are encouraged by the participation and look forward to planning for future development.

November 27 
Prayer request from Camps with Meaning, that people who are passionate about camping ministries  be found to replace those who are finishing up their terms of service. 
MENNONITE CHURCH CANADA PRAYERS
	
	


	November 20 
	On November 22nd, Mennonite Church Canada General Secretary Willard Metzger will join other church and mission leaders in Toronto to discern the church’s Christian Witness in a Multi-Religious World. Pray that discussions will enhance existing relationships and create new ones while generating strength and momentum for sharing God’s

	November 27 
	God, teach us to see you in the people we meet, in the nature we enjoy, in the gifts you provide. Grant us patient joy as we watch for surprising signs of your activity in our lives and reflect your radiance in the world.


	December 4
Second Sunday of Advent
	Scene changing God, we bring you our joys and words of thanks. We bring you our concerns. May your face shine on us, give us peace, and help us share the peace and love we have received.

	December 11
Third Sunday of Advent
	God of good changes, we offer you the sadness in our family, our church, and the world. We look to you to bring gladness back to all our hearts. Shine on us and help us so that your ways can grow in us, around us, and through us.

	December 18
Fourth Sunday of Advent
	God, we thank you that there is no insider or outsider with you, but that your mercy is for all. Strengthen us to accept and share your mercy freely.

	December 25
Christmas Day
	Rejoice in the Lord! As the earth brings forth its shoots, so you, Creator God, have sent your Son, setting us free to live as beloved children. Thank you for the birth of Jesus, who helps us understand the many ways you help us.








