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VOLUME XXXIII No. 44    

                                              Nov. 6, 2011
Welcome to our Worship Service
We Gather
Prelude             
                            
Welcome & Announcements

Call to Worship

Prayer of Invocation

Cong. Hymn  WB#407




        We are people of God’s peace
We Worship Together

Scripture Readings:  Isaiah 42:1-4; John 13:12-20

Cong. Hymn  STJ#63 vs.  1-2 & 4-5
      Lord, you give the great commission
Children’s Story

Receiving the Offering

Prayer of the People

Cong. Hymn - handout





            True Evangelical Faith
We Listen

Scripture Reading: Matthew 25:31-46

Sermon

Service in the Name of Christ


Esther Epp-Tiessen

We Follow

Cong. Hymn  STJ #65   vs. 1-2

                  Let justice flow like streams

Benediction

Cong. Hymn  STJ #65   vs. 3                                Let justice flow like streams
Postlude                                                                           
*******************************************************
We welcome Esther Epp-Tiessen from MCC.
Speaker:  Esther Epp-Tiessen             Worship leader:  Norma Thiessen
     Song Leader:  Lori Hiebert               Accompanist:  Loren Hiebert
AMC WEEK
Tuesday



Morning Coffee and Bible Study at 10:30 am

Sunday



Guest speaker Hippolito Tshimanga - M & S potluck

AMC CALENDAR
Monday, Nov. 14

Ed. Committee meeting at 7:00 pm
Tuesday, Nov. 15

Morning Coffee and Bible Study at 10:30 am

Sunday, Nov. 20

Pastor Dan will be speaking

August 11-12, 2012       AMC 50th Anniversary and Homecoming Weekend
AMC REMINDERS

Sunday, Nov. 13 - WORSHIP LEADER – Dan K
                         - SONG LEADER – Dave R
- ACCOMPANIST – Hildie R
COFFEE TIME – Nathan & Kareena L
AMC FAMILY
Prayer and Praise
      Pray for our conference leaders. MC Manitoba Executive Director – Ken Warkentin.  MC Canada General Secretary – Willard Metzger
     Let’s remember to pray for our older members at home, Eva Falk, Katharina Zacharias and Tina Rempel. 
      Please pray for Phil and Julie Bender our MC Canada Witness mission partners in China. 
      Mennonite Church MB is praying for… presenters and participants at the Canadian Church Planting Congress being held in Winnipeg November 15-17. Pray also that this will be a time of inspiration and celebration of new emerging faith communities and strengthening existing congregations.

      Mennonite Church Canada is praying for… God’s Shalom will continue to envelop individuals and communities through the efforts of Mennonite Church Canada workers like Daniel and Joji Pantoja, who are using a variety of means to share God’s message in the Philippines through their ministry, Peacebuilders Community Inc.
If you would like to add or remove any prayer requests, please contact Dan Kehler.


Birthdays:  Nov. 7 – John Gerbrandt; Nov. 9 – Anna Penner
Coffee’s On – Wednesday and Thursday at 10:00 am the coffee is on at church.  Come by for some caffeine and conversation.

Leadership half day retreat on Saturday, Nov. 19, 8:30 am – 1:00 pm.  The Spiritual Advisory committee is inviting all committee chairpersons and their spouses to a retreat at The Barn that Harms Built.  The agenda has two items; Spiritual Retreat and Pastoral/Church Goal Setting.  We will also share lunch together.  Please RSVP to Dan or Vicki by Nov 17.

AMC FAMILY cont…
It’s time to get creative!  You’re invited to another one of our GREAT lunches at AMC!  On November 13 Hippolyto Tshimanga will be speaking to us about Mennonites Around the World, how we’re different, and how we’re the same; and how our faith is represented around the world.  Our lunch menu will consist of food items that Mennonites eat.  This is sure to include some of our local traditional favourites, but what do Mennonites eat in Africa or Russia?  Please bring enough for your family and little extra to share.  This could be one interesting potluck!!  Set up is group 2 and clean up is group 4. 

Calling all artists!  Of all ages, experience and styles.  During the
month of November we would like to display works of art reflecting
peace and Anabaptism in the foyer and through the church.  Please
submit items to church office by Wednesday Nov 2. Thank you from the
worship committee.
The worship committee invites all worship leaders, song leaders and
musicians involved in the advent services (Nov. 27-Jan. 1) to attend a
meeting today immediately following the service.  The intention is to meet and discuss the theme for the season.
The 2011/2012 Christian Seasons Calendar is available at www.thechristiancalendar.com.  AMC is considering placing a group order for the calendar shortly (in time for advent), if you are interested please contact Andrea Hildebrand asap.$15.95+ tax & shipping.  Orders over 10 would qualify for a discount.
From the Anniversary Planning Committee:

As part of the planning for AMC’s 50th Anniversary in 2012 the committee and council are considering a commemorative symbol for the church.  We invite your creative ideas for such a symbol or project that would represent something of the essence of Altona Mennonite Church and would be on display in the sanctuary.  Please submit your ideas, together with an approximate cost estimate, to the box in the foyer or talk to one of the planning committee members:  Ted Friesen, Marilyn H. Hamm, Ted Klassen, Elfie Krahn, Dave Regehr
Auxiliary:  We have three issues of Timbrel to share.  These can be found
on the library bookshelf in the lobby.  Please read and return.

AMC’s Winter Retreat has been scheduled for Feb. 17-19 (2012) at Camp Assiniboia.  Please take note of the neon green poster in the foyer and sign up for a weekend of fun and fellowship.  The cost for ages 11-adult is $92. 00 and 5-10 years of age is $55.  Please submit your cheques to AMC (WINTER RETREAT) by Nov. 13.  

 

 

AMC FAMILY cont…
The Sunday School children will be collecting non-perishable food items for the Rhineland Area Food Bank during our worship service on the first Sunday of each month.  Please remember to donate!
From whence we came....There is a display set up in the foyer.  We would like the congregation to add to this display.  This is an opportunity for the congregation to bring items from their past that symbolize some of who they are.  It can be grandma’s apron or a special song book from years ago.  We are reflecting on where we’ve come from and know that we all have memories of these special times.  This is tying in with our Anabaptist past and understanding who we are and where we came from.  Thanks Mission and Services
Please forward address changes for the 2012 AMC directory to Vicki Kehler.  You may e-mail amc@mymts.net or leave in secretary AMC mailbox.  Thank you.

Tuesday Morning Bible Coffee: What is an Anabaptist Christian? The study will be from pages 13-18 and the corresponding scripture is 2 Corinthians 5:17-19 and Matthew 28:19-20.  

FROM THE PASTOR
       Over the last several months, we have looked at what it means to be an Anabaptist Christian.  We explored the themes of ‘Jesus as the centre of our faith’ and ‘Community as the centre of our lives.’  These are the foundations of our Anabaptist Christian faith.  But as Anabaptist Christians, we also recognize that we need to move out from these foundations and into our world.  For our desire to follow Jesus leads us to be involved in the work of God’s Kingdom that Jesus came to proclaim.  The Apostle Paul in 2 Corinthians 5:18-19 summarizes this mission as follows.  “All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation:  that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.”  Our work in God’s Kingdom is to be ambassadors of reconciliation.  We are to help others find the wholeness that they long for as they experience the Kingdom of God.

As our country remembers those who have been involved in military service this week, we are aware that our work as ambassadors of reconciliation extents to the world we live in.  We must not isolate ourselves but realize that it is good to remember even alongside those who have a different view of peace.  For sharing in the human experience of war and of peace, becomes a way to build relationships where we might be the ambassadors that we are called to become.  
COMMUNITY 
Please support the local Care Handy Van by coming to the Soup and Pie supper on Monday, November 7 from 5:00 to 7:00 pm at the Altona Senior Centre.  Payment is by donation. 

Rhineland Area Food Bank.  Remember to donate regularly.  For cash donations, take an envelope from the top of AMC’s mailboxes and include your name and address so a receipt can be issued.  Current needs:  pasta, canned meat, peanut butter, powdered milk, cereal, powdered juice, canned vegetables and canned fruit.  Thank you for your continued support.
MENNONITE COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE
Enjoy an evening with Jon Buller & Band in concert today at 7:00 pm at Buhler Hall in Gretna.  Tickets are $10.00 and can be purchased by calling MCI at 327-5891.

MCI invites society churches to attend our 2011 Annual General Meeting on Monday, Nov. 7 at 7:00 pm, in the MCI chapel.  Churches are invited to send one delegate per 20 congregation members.

CANADIAN MENNONITE UNIVERSITY
CMU invites applications for a research grants facilitator.  For details, visit www.cmu.ca/employment.html. 

Enjoy Christmas at CMU with vocal, choral, instrumental ensembles, drama, readings and refreshments, all ending in a festive carol sing.  This event will take place on Saturday, Nov. 26, 7:00 pm and Sunday, Nov. 27, 3:00 pm, CMU North Campus.  Free admission, all are welcome.  Visit www.cmu.ca for details.

MENNONITE CENTRAL COMMITTEE
Remembrance Day Flash Mob for peace - Gather at the Forks Market at 1:11 pm on Friday, November 11.  For more information contact Steve Plenert at 925-1918.  Be sure to polish up your peace button!  Peace buttons are available at either MCC Manitoba office, 134 Plaza Drive or 159 Henderson Highway, for a suggested donation of $1.
Interested in what MCC is doing in Africa?  Everyone is welcome to attend the evening portion of MCC’s MB AGM (Nov. 19) at Ridgewood EMC (near Steinbach) featuring Issa Sadi Ebombolo from Zambia, starting at 7:00 pm.   More information can be found on Issa in the most recent issue of a Common Place or online at http://acommonplace.mcc.org/acp/2011/10_12/feature_story_01_02.html?utm_medium=email&utm_source=whatsnew&utm_campaign=whatsnew_2011-06-29.  Also check out information on the AGM at http://manitoba.mcc.org/agm.
MENNONITE CENTRAL COMMITTEE cont…
Join MCC for there 10th annual meat canning event in Winkler on Nov. 23-26.  For volunteer information please contact John or Sarah Martens at 1-866-696-4254.  See poster on main bulletin board for more details. 

Come and support the Ten Thousand Villages Christmas Craft and Bake Sale (134 Plaza Dr., Winnipeg) from Nov. 26 – Dec. 24.  Poster on main bulletin board lists items available at the sale.  

MENNONITE CHURCH MANITOBA 

Please join us for Frohe Botschaft, a German language worship service broadcast on Sunday morning at 7:30 am on CFAM / CHSM / CJRB.  In November Pastor Ferdinand Funk, Chaplain at Bethania Mennonite Personal Care Home in Winnipeg, will present a sermon series entitled: Lebenslektionen im Alter.
Christmas with the Faith and Life Choirs; Saturday, December 10, 7:00 pm at Springfield Heights Mennonite Church:  Sunday, December 11, 3:00 pm at Grace Mennonite Church in Steinbach. 
BOUNDARY TRAILS HEALTH CENTRE

Boundary Trails Health Centre will be hosting a memorial service.  The memorial service is open to anyone who has lost a loved one and will be held on Nov. 15, 7:00 pm in the Multi Purpose Room.  Everyone is welcome. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR LATER DATE
All committee secretaries, please remember to forward the minutes of your meetings to Vicki Kehler for distribution. 
CAMPS WITH MEANING - www.campswithmeaning.org/204-895-2267
FALL

CMU
Mark your Calendars!!   Peace It Together is coming!  Canadian Mennonite University is calling young people from across the country to follow Jesus’ way of peace.  Plan to attend Peace It Together, a national youth conference, Friday, March 9 – Sunday, March 11, 2012.  Be inspired and challenged with the theme, Jesus: The Peace that Matters.  More information coming  soon.

Prayers for November – Mennonite Church MB
November 6 

November 13 

Erwin Warkentin started as interim pastor of Whitewater Mennonite Church, Boissevain in October.  This is a new task for him and we invite your prayers for him on his behalf.

November 20 
Pray for Barrette Plett, Darryl Neustadter Barg, and others giving leadership at Simple Church, a new worship experience, meeting twice a month at the RA Steen Community Centre, in Wolseley. They are encouraged by the participation and look forward to planning for future development.

November 27 
Prayer request from Camps with Meaning, that people who are passionate about camping ministries  be found to replace those who are finishing up their terms of service. 
Employment opportunities are available at CMU, visit: http://www.cmu.ca/employment.html.
MENNONITE CHURCH CANADA PRAYERS
	November 13
	Please join Mennonite Church Canada worker Bob Dick in prayer for Christian students in China as they struggle with discrimination from their peers, employers and government. Pray that they will remain curious and open to Christianity despite such challenges.


	November 20 
	On November 22nd, Mennonite Church Canada General Secretary Willard Metzger will join other church and mission leaders in Toronto to discern the church’s Christian Witness in a Multi-Religious World. Pray that discussions will enhance existing relationships and create new ones while generating strength and momentum for sharing God’s

	November 27 
	God, teach us to see you in the people we meet, in the nature we enjoy, in the gifts you provide. Grant us patient joy as we watch for surprising signs of your activity in our lives and reflect your radiance in the world.


	December 4
Second Sunday of Advent
	Scene changing God, we bring you our joys and words of thanks. We bring you our concerns. May your face shine on us, give us peace, and help us share the peace and love we have received.

	December 11
Third Sunday of Advent
	God of good changes, we offer you the sadness in our family, our church, and the world. We look to you to bring gladness back to all our hearts. Shine on us and help us so that your ways can grow in us, around us, and through us.

	December 18
Fourth Sunday of Advent
	God, we thank you that there is no insider or outsider with you, but that your mercy is for all. Strengthen us to accept and share your mercy freely.

	December 25
Christmas Day
	Rejoice in the Lord! As the earth brings forth its shoots, so you, Creator God, have sent your Son, setting us free to live as beloved children. Thank you for the birth of Jesus, who helps us understand the many ways you help us.








