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In our time, the church is scattered and shattered, divided by differing belief and practice. God calls us to display divine wisdom in its rich variety and reveal the mystery of Christ, which draws all people to God.

Prelude      
GATHERING
L: Arise, shine! For your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen    
    upon you.
P: Grace was given to us to bring the news of the boundless riches of Christ

L: and to make everyone see the mystery hidden for ages in God who created 
    all things,

P: so that, through the church, the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now    
    be made known to rulers and authorities in the heavens and in the earth.

Prayer of Invocation
Cong. Singing - handout     vs. 1-2                   I will come to you in the silence
Silence
PRAISING 
Scripture Readings:  Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14; Isaiah 60:1-6 


Cong. Singing  WB#199                                 The first Noel, the angel did say
Offering

HEARING THE WORD
Children's Time
Scripture Readings:  Ephesians 3:1-12; Matthew 2:1-12
Cong. Singing – hand out                                Oh, beautiful star of Bethlehem

Sermon                              Eliciting Epiphany                          Dave Regehr

RESPONDING

Cong. Singing  WB#222    



    How brightly beams the morning
Silence     

Praying Together

All: Christ, you illumine us, and in your light we see light. Make us radiant, a people giving and receiving light among our neighbours, whether friend or adversary. Make your people as nourishing as showers that water the earth. Make us one, that righteousness may flourish, and that well-being may abound. Amen.

                       
Words of Encouragement and Announcements 
Congregational Prayer 
Cong. Singing  WB#418   vs. 1-3                                         Move in our midst
Benediction
Cong. Singing  WB#418   vs. 4                                           Move in our midst     
Postlude                               
Worship Leader:  Andrea Hildebrand
Song Leader:  Lori Hiebert            Accompanist:  Loren Hiebert
AMC WEEK
Tuesday

              Morning Coffee and Bible Study at 10:30 am
Tuesday



Spiritual Advisory meeting 
Wednesday


Woman’s prayer night at 9:00 pm


Thursday



Worship committee meeting at 7:00 pm

Sunday



Rick Neufeld will be speaking 
AMC CALENDAR
Tuesday, Jan. 11

Morning Coffee and Bible Study at 10:30 am
Sunday, Jan. 16

Pastor Dan will be speaking
AMC FAMILY 

Today’s bulletin was created by Jenny Neufeld.
Dan, Crystal and the boys will be away from Dec. 27- Jan. 3.  If you have any pastoral care needs, contact Dave Regehr.  

Sunday, January 9 is the annual Rhineland Area Ministerial Pulpit Exchange.   Pastor Dan will be speaking at the Altona Bergthaler Church and our guest speaker that Sunday will be Rick Neufeld.  
Please forward changes for the 2011 AMC directory to Vicki Kehler.  You may e-mail amc@mts.net or leave in secretary AMC mailbox.  Thank you.  (Deadline will be Jan. 20).
AMC FAMILY cont…
The AMC Annual General Meeting is scheduled for February. 6.  All AGM reports should be submitted to the secretary by Thursday, January 13, 2011.
AMC Budget – 2010 – Good news!  We ended the year in a surplus position.  While our undesignated giving was slightly below budget, our expenses were significantly below budget resulting in a small surplus at year-end.  Thank you to one and all for your generous contribution towards the work of AMC on 2010.

AMC Budget – 2011 – The budget for 2011 will be finalized on Jan. 10, 2011.  All committees are asked to review their budget line, their planned program (s) for 2011 and speak to our treasurer (Harv Heinrichs) if a change needs to be made in the budget for 2011.  Please call Harv no later than Jan. 10, 2011. 

Attention ushers:  everyone on the 2010 ushers list, will remain the same.  If you are not on the list and would like to usher, then contact John Gerbrandt at 324-8044 or e-mail him at johngerb@mts.net.
Coffee, scripture and discussion group will meet Tuesday mornings at

10:30 am at AMC.  All are invited.  Please read the scripture below to   
prepare for discussion. 
Isaiah 42:1-9           Psalm 29            Acts 10:34-43            Matthew 3:13-17 

The Sunday School children will be collecting non-perishable food items for the Rhineland Area Food Bank during our worship service on the first Sunday of each month.  Please remember to donate!
Birthdays:  Jan. 2 – Nancy Ratzlaff; Jan. 4 – Kevin Neufeld; Jan. 6 – Ken Braun & Teresa Braun; Jan 7 – Ryan Ratzlaff, Nathan Klassen & Devan Gerbrandt; Jan. 8 – Doug Funk
Prayer Requests
      Let us remember to pray for all of those who are grieving the loss of a loved one this season.  
      Let’s remember to pray for our elderly homebound members, Eva Falk, Katharina Zacharias and Tina Rempel.
Please pray for Phil and Julie Bender our MC Canada Witness mission partners in China.   

     Mennonite Church Canada is praying for… As we celebrate Epiphany, arise and shine!  Pray that as the family of God and the Body of Christ, the church will continue to find new ways of extending God’s light of mercy and grace to the world.
If you would like to add or remove any prayer requests, please call the church office.
COMMUNITY
A community sing-song fundraiser for Eastview Place will be held on Thursday, January 6, 7:00 pm at the Altona Senior Centre.  Enjoy a social evening with family and friends and sing along to familiar songs led by the Musical Jamboree and the Singing Silver Strings.  Admission is by donation with all proceeds going to Eastview Place.  Coffee and dainties will be served.
Rhineland Area Food Bank.  Remember to donate regularly.  For cash donations, take an envelope from the top of AMC’s mailboxes and include your name and address so a receipt can be issued.  Current needs:  pasta, canned meat, peanut butter, powdered milk, cereal, powdered juice, canned vegetables and canned fruit.  Thank you for your continued support.
MENNONITE CENTRAL COMMITTEE
MCC is seeking a full-time Financial Services Coordinator with a start date around January 24.  A full job description will be available at http://mcc.org/serve.  Application deadline is January 14.  Contact Janelle Siemens for more information at jms@mennonitecc.ca or 261-6381.

Initiatives for Just Communities, a division of MCC, is looking for Outreach Workers for the Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder Program.  Outreach Workers provide one-on-one support and mentorship to FASD program participants. 

This is an hourly paid position.  For more information contact Jewel Reimer at 925-1913 or jewelreimer@mennonitecc.ca 

MCC is seeking to fill the position of Restorative Justice Community Facilitator. This person will be responsible for contacting and engaging community volunteers in relating to an identified group of offenders for the purpose of encouraging accountability and reparation, promoting healing and safe and peaceful outcomes for all parties.  This is a part-time (0.5 FTE), five year term position and is contingent on on-going funding.  Application deadline is January 10, 2011.  Please submit a letter of intent and resume to Janelle Siemens at jms@mennonitecc.ca.
MENNONITE CHURCH MANITOBA
A Thousand Hallelujahs is a Mass Male Choir Celebration (conducted by Henry Engbrecht) taking place on Jan. 23, 2011 at the Centennial Concert Hall.  All men, male youth and boys are invited to participate.  For more information see poster on main bulletin board or their website: www.mennochurch.mb.ca.
Please join us for Frohe Botschaft, a German language worship service broadcast on Sunday morning at 7:30 am on CFAM / CHSM / CJRB.  In January Pastor Victor Kliewer will present a five-part sermon series entitled: Die Nachfolge Christi. 

The AMC Blog is now accessible via the AMC web site (www.altonamennonitechurch.ca).  It is hidden from search engines so the AMC site is the only way to access.  

All committee secretaries, please remember to forward the minutes of your meetings to Vicki Kehler for distribution. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR LATER DATE!

COMMUNITY

CMU invites you to its Sunday, (Jan. 16) Vespers Service, to be held at 7:30 pm in the Laudamus Auditorium.  
CMU invites you to its Sunday, (Feb. 20) Vespers Service, to be held at 7:30 pm in the Laudamus Auditorium.  
CMU invites you to its Sunday, (March 20) Vespers Service, to be held at 7:30 pm in the Laudamus Auditorium.  
Mar. 11 to 13, 2011 – PIT is back!  CMU welcomes students to pray and praise together at PIT 2011’s “Pieces of Peace” gathering. This year’s event features drama from Ted Swartz (www.tedandcompany.com) and speakers Adelia Neufeld Wiens, Dan Epp-Tiessen, and Jarem Sawatsky.  Registration:  $100 if registering by Jan. 31, 2011; $125 on and after Feb. 1.  www.pit.cmu.ca
CMU invites you to campus visit day, Jan. 28, Friday from 9:00 am – 3:00 pm.  

CMU invites you to campus visit day, March 18, Friday from 9:00 am – 3:00 pm.  

CMU invites you to Campus Visit Day – Open House Feb. 23 from 11:00 am – 3:00 pm.  

Mar. 11 to 13, 2011 – PIT is back!  CMU welcomes students to pray and praise together at PIT 2011’s “Pieces of Peace” gathering. This year’s event features drama from Ted Swartz (www.tedandcompany.com) and speakers Adelia Neufeld Wiens, Dan Epp-Tiessen, and Jarem Sawatsky.  Registration:  $100 if registering by Jan. 31, 2011; $125 on and after Feb. 1).  Visit pit.cmu.ca
MENNONITE CHURCH CANADA PRAYER NOTES:

Dec. 26 
	
	

	January 9 
	Praise God for the new Mennonite congregations emerging across Canada! Pray that God will grant them energy, strength, wisdom and leadership as they grow in faith and fellowship.

	January 16
Stewardship
Sunday
	Mennonite Publishing Network (MPN), the publishing ministry of Mennonite Church Canada and Mennonite Church USA, recently merged with Third Way Media. Pray that God will bless this merger and that those involved with steering the new entity will discern fruitful ways to resource our congregations through the print publishing experience of MPN and the multi-media experience of Third Way Media.

	January 23
Mennonite
World
Fellowship
Sunday
	Today, as we celebrate World Fellowship Sunday with our Anabaptist brothers and sisters around the globe, we thank God for the diversity among us. Through the wide variety of culture, language, perspective and age that composes our congregations, we are blessed with a clearer image of who God created us to be and a greater capacity to relate to others.

	January 30 
	Several Canadians teach at Connexus, an English language institute associated with Mennonite Church Canada’s ministry partner, the Korea Anabaptist Center (KAC) in Seoul. Pray for Sheri Martens, Sarah Quartel, and Sarah and Sam Blackwell as they invest in long hours of teaching and relationship-building with their Korean students. Pray also that new teachers will be found to fill current vacancies.


CAMPS WITH MEANING - www.campswithmeaning.org/204-895-2267






