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Welcome to our Worship Service
                  


     The Seven Blessings  
Prelude 
Welcome and Announcements
Call to Worship - based on Rev. 22:14
L: Taste and see that the Lord is good; 
     happy are those who take refuge in him. 
P: The salvation of the righteous is from the Lord;
    God is our refuge in the time of trouble. 
L: All we have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 
P: No one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and   
    Spirit. 
All: Blessed are those who wash their robes; 
      and are incorporated into God’s acts of salvation. 

Prayer of Invocation
Hymn  WB#67                                                Sing hallelujah, praise the Lord
Hymn  WB#413                                                              Faith of the martyrs Children’s Feature - Andrea 

Prayer for the People/Pastoral Prayer 

Blessing #1—Blessed is the Reader, the Hearers, and the “Keepers” - Rev. 1:3   
            #2 – Blessed Are the Dead Who Die in the Lord from Now On -  
                    Rev. 14:13; Psalm 116:1-8,15
Lesson:  The Nature of Blessing                                                Dan Kehler 
Hymn  STS#93                                                          Alleluia!  Give the Glory Blessing #3—Blessed are Those Who Stay Awake - Rev. 16:15 
Blessing #4—Blessed are Those Invited to the Marriage Supper of the Lamb -  
                    Rev. 19:9; Luke 14:15-24 

Blessing #5—Blessed and Holy Are Those Who Share in the First Resurrection -   
                    Rev. 20:6  
Lesson:  The Blessed Invitation                                                Dan Kehler
Hymn  WB#417                                            All who love and serve your city  

Blessing #6:--Blessed is the One Who Keeps the Words of the Prophecy of   
                    This Book – Rev. 22: 7 
Blessing #7:--Blessed are those Who Wash Their Robes - Rev. 22:12-15   

Meditation                            Blessings Accepted                       Dan Kehler
Offertory
Hymn  STJ#73                                                                The Lord lift you up 
Benediction   
Leader: From here we are to where you need us, 
All: Jesus, now lead on. 
Leader: From the security of what we know to the adventure of what you will    
            reveal. 
All: Jesus, now lead on. 
Leader: To refashion the fabric of this world until it resembles the shape of  
             your kingdom, 
All: Jesus, now lead on. 
Leader: Because blessings have been prepared for those who love and follow 
            God to the end,
All:  Jesus, now lead on. 
Leader: Go in peace. 

Hymn  STJ#73                                                                The Lord lift you up 
Postlude
******************************************************
Speaker:  Dan Kehler                  Worship Leader:  Elfie Krahn

             Song Leader:  Lori Hiebert          Accompanist:  Loren Hiebert
AMC WEEK
Tuesday



Morning Coffee and Bible Study at 10:30 am
Wednesday


Worship Committee Meeting at 7:00 pm

Sunday



MCI chamber choir will lead service

AMC CALENDAR
Tuesday, Feb.14

Morning Coffee and Bible Study at 10:30 am

Sunday, Feb. 17-19

AMC Retreat at Camp Assiniboine – NO service 

August 11-12, 2012       AMC 50th Anniversary and Homecoming Weekend
AMC FAMILY cont…
AMC REMINDERS

Sunday, Feb. 12 - WORSHIP LEADER – Andrea H
                       - SONG LEADER – Kevin N
  - ACCOMPANIST – Marilyn H
COFFEE TIME – Lloyd & Lorrie W
Prayer and Praise
     Pray for Leroy and Marge as Leroy’s treatments are ongoing at BTHC.  
     Let’s continue to pray for Bernie (Dale’s dad) as they await further direction regarding his health.       
     Pray for our conference leaders. MC Manitoba Executive Director – Ken Warkentin.  MC Canada General Secretary – Willard Metzger.
     Let’s remember to pray for our older members at home, Eva Falk and Tina Rempel. 
      Please pray for Phil and Julie Bender our MC Canada Witness mission partners in China. 
     Mennonite Church Manitoba is praying for… Join with us in thanking God for the awesome MMYO Jr. High Retreats we had in January.  Many of our youth will be at our two MMYO Sr. High Retreats this February.  Pray for these retreats as they challenge our young people to fully follow Jesus.

     Mennonite Church Canada is praying for… Adama, the son of Maminata Coulibaly, coordinator of the literacy program in Burkina Faso.  Adama suffered a broken arm and a severe head injury when the bike he was riding collided with a motorcycle.  He has been released from the hospital, but is still recovering from his head injury.  Lillian and her husband Norm are Mennonite Church Canada workers currently residing in Quebec on a study leave to enhance their literacy work in Burkina Faso.
If you would like to add or remove any prayer requests, please contact Dan Kehler.
All worship leaders, song leaders, accompanists and actors are invited
to attend a planning meeting with the worship committee immediately following the service.
AMC’s Winter Retreat for Feb. 17-19 at Camp Assiniboia!   It is not too late for families to join us!  No service at AMC on Sunday, Jan. 19.  Please join us at 10:30 am (Camp Assiniboine) for worship and lunch to follow.  

AMC will be hosting MCI on Sunday, Feb. 12 and providing a luncheon after the service for our guests.  Set up will be group 3 and clean up group 1.  Groups will be called for providing food.  Thank you.  
The winter issue of Leader magazine seems to have been misplaced.  If you have access to the magazine would you please return to Pastor Dan.  

AMC FAMILY cont…
The MC Manitoba Gathering (formerly Annual Delegate Session) will be held on February 24-25, 2012 at Home Street Mennonite Church and Westgate Mennonite Collegiate.  The theme is Being and Faithful Church with Willard Metzger, Executive Director of Mennonite Church Canada as guest speaker.  Delegates are needed.  Talk to Dan or call Vicki if you are interested.  

Coffee’s On – Wednesday and Thursday at 10:00 am the coffee is on at church.  Come by for some caffeine and conversation.
All committee secretaries, please remember to forward the minutes of your meetings to Vicki Kehler for distribution. 
Auxiliary:  We have three issues of Timbrel to share.  These can be found
on the library bookshelf in the lobby.  Please read and return.

The Sunday School children will be collecting non-perishable food items for the Rhineland Area Food Bank during our worship service on the first Sunday of each month.  Please remember to donate!

From the Anniversary Planning Committee:
a) We are inviting individuals to shoot some videos or take pictures of AMC events that we could include in an anniversary video.  Digital photos and footage would be ideal, but other pictures can be used as well.  If you are interested, please talk to Rudy Krahn;

b)If you have pictures or videos of past events at AMC (retreats, programs, picnics, concerts, curling, etc) please talk to or forward them to Rudy Krahn or Dave Regehr.  

AMC Auxiliary will meet on Feb. 20 at 7:00 pm (sharp) at The Barn that Harms Built for a movie night!  The movie will be The Help.  You are to bring $5.00/person and your own beverage, a snack will be provided.  For the younger lades (gr. 5 and up) please bring a floor pillow.   
Coffee, scripture and discussion group will meet Tuesday morning at 10:30 am.  Please read the scripture below to prepare for discussion. 
1 Cor. 9:24-27; 2 Kings 5:1-14; Psalm 30; Mark 1:40-45
Birthdays: Feb. 5 – Ryan Geirnaert; Feb. 8 – Brittany Klassen; Feb. 11 – Nichole Giesbrecht
Anniversary:  Feb. 9 – Bill and Anne Loewen

55 years
FROM THE PASTOR

           A man decided to repair the roof of his house.  Now the pitch was steep, so to be safe, he tied a rope around his waist and threw the other end of it over the top of the house.  He called his son and asked him to tie it to something secure. The boy fastened the rope to the bumper of their car parked in the driveway.  It seemed like a good idea at the time.  

As we have studied Revelation, we have asked the question of where or loyalties lie.  Another way to phrase the question might be to ask, what do you place your security in?  Or from the above example, “What is your rope tied to?”  

In her book Lessons on Living, Susan Taylor tells of meeting a woman who needed to lose all her “security lines” before she could truly be secure in this life.  While giving a workshop in California, a woman came up to her told this amazing story.  

She was in bed in the early hours of the morning when an earthquake struck.  She managed to get underneath an arched door-way only to watch in horror as her whole house tumbled down around her.  She later discovered that her bed was covered in concrete and ruble.  She lost everything.  Scared and crying in the pre-dawn darkness she called out for help.

As exhaustion set in, she thought that maybe she should be listening for rescuers rather than making so much commotion.  In the silence around her, the only sound she heard was the steady breath of her lungs.  It occurred to her then that at least she was still alive and, amazingly enough, unhurt.  She said that the experience permanently change her life.  Reflecting about it she said; “Before the quake I had all the trappings of success, but my life was out of balance.  I wasn't happy because I was clinging to things in my life and always wanting more.  My home, my job, my clothes, a relationship - I thought they were my security.  It took an earthquake and losing everything I owned for me to discover that my security had been with me all along.”  She concluded by saying “Now each day of my life, I take time to sit in the silence and let God be God in me.”  (pp. 46-47)

As we wonder about what we have tied to the end of our rope, let’s remember the call of John in Revelation 1:3; “Blessed are those who hear the words of this book and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is near.”  


COMMUNITY 

A Steve Bell Fundraising Concert will take place on Saturday, Feb. 11, 7:00 pm at the Winkler Mennonite Church (31 Willowdale Crescent.)  All proceeds are going towards supporting a local area short-term Mission Team going to work at the Lighthouse School in the Dominican Republic.  The concert is free (rush seating) and there will be a freewill offering.   

 

COMMUNITY cont…

You are invited to YFC Fundraising Banquet at the EMMC (basement) on Thursday, Feb. 16 at 6:00 pm.  Come for an evening of testimony and fellowship as YFC Altona takes time to share about their ministry here in Altona. 

Rhineland Area Food Bank.  Remember to donate regularly.  For cash donations, take an envelope from the top of AMC’s mailboxes and include your name and address so a receipt can be issued.  Current needs:  pasta, canned meat, peanut butter, powdered milk, cereal, powdered juice, canned vegetables and canned fruit.  Thank you for your continued support.
MENNONITE COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE
MCI Open House is March 8.  Enjoy supper and an information evening accompanied by a tour of the school and an exclusive backstage pass to go behind the scenes of MCI’s musical production, Pirates of Penzance.  Potential students will receive a free ticket to watch the opening night performance!  Register early to book your supper and musical seats!  Call MCI at 327-5891 or email tammyrempel@mciblues.net.
CANADIAN MENNONITE UNIVERSITY
CMU invites inquiries and applications for the half-time position of Web Designer.  Direct inquiries to Dianna Robson, Director of Human Resources at drobson@cmu.ca or 204-487-3300.  Visit http://www.cmu.ca/employment.html for details. 

CMU Opera workshop presents scenes from famous operas: Otto Nicolai's; The Merry Wives of Windsor, Aaron Copland's; The Tenderland, and Gilbert & Sullivan's; Princess Ida.  These event’s will take place on Feb. 16 & 17 at 7:30 pm, Laudamus Auditorium ($8/5).  Tickets are available at 487-3300. 
MENNONITE CHURCH MANITOBA 

Morden Mennonite Church invites you to join them with Christine Longhurst for the following workshops on worship, “Blending Musical Styles in Worship: Is it important?” and “Worship in an Entertainment Culture: The Challenge of Participatory Worship.”   The Workshops will take place on Saturday, Feb. 18 from 9:00 am –12:00 pm (cost is free.)  Please RSVP to mordenmc@mymts.net, or 1-204-822-7450.

Please join us for Frohe Botschaft, a German language worship service broadcast on Sunday morning at 7:30 am on CFAM / CHSM / CJRB.  The speaker in February is Pastor Erwin Strempler from Douglas Mennonite Church in Winnipeg and Foothills Mennonite Church in Calgary. The topic is Gottesoffenbarungen. 
MENNONITE HERITAGE CENTRE

The Mennonite Heritage Centre Gallery is hosting a particularly powerful exhibition INDESCRIBALE opened and will be shown till March 10.    INDESCRIBABLE: it is about murder, featuring art by Cliff Derksen and Odia Reimer, father and sister of Candace Derksen.  Wilma Derksen (mother) will speak at the opening.  The art reveals the struggle and pain the families went through.  It also highlights their grace and dignity under extreme pressure. Faith shines through, as Cliff writes, "My hope is you will be personally encouraged in seeing that there is an amazing God who desires to walk with us, in love, no matter what the circumstances."


CSSM MINISTRIES MANITOBA
C.S.S.M. Ministries Manitoba is pleased to announce there 2011 Support Raising Concert, in Winkler at the Winkler Mennonite Church on Saturday, February 25, at 7:00 pm.  This year, they are thrilled to have the Freedom Singers (http://www.freedomsingers.com) joining them as musical guests (you may have seen them on TV recently, as guests on The Dragon’s Den program.)  
ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR LATER DATE

CMU
Employment opportunities are available at CMU, visit: http://www.cmu.ca/employment.html.
Mark your Calendar, Peace It Together is coming!  CMU is calling high school students from across the country to follow Jesus’ way of peace.  Plan to attend Peace It Together, a national youth conference, Friday, March 9 – Sunday, March 11.  Be inspired and challenged with the theme, Jesus: The Peace that Matters.  For more information see www.cmu.ca/pit.  

Camps with Meaning:
Camps with Meaning summer camp brochures are available: 
Check with your church office, on line at 

http://www.campswithmeaning.org/summer/program/ or       

call the Camps office: 895-2267 for a copy.

Camps with Meaning summer staff applications are available:  http://www.campswithmeaning.org/summer/staff/staff.php  Deadline for application of Leadership positions is February 9, 2012. Call the office at 895-2267 if you need a paper copy. 

MCManitoba Prayers for February
12 - Steinbach Mennonite Church received resignations of two of its pastors, Gary Martens and Ewald Goetz, effective next summer. Please keep SMC in your prayers.

19 - Pray for Riverton Fellowship Circle and Matheson Island Log Chapel as these congregations look for leadership supports and resources. Please pray that God will provide vision, wisdom and resources as they plan for the future.

26 - Thank God for those working at Chiara House. Pray for safety for the workers and for the residents who will live at Chiara House once it is available. 

Is this the year to write your family story? The Mennonite Heritage Centre and the Centre for MB Studies are sponsoring a two-evening workshop (March 12 & 19) with Joanne Klassen and Eleanor Chornoboy of Heartspace Writing School. Contact Conrad Stoesz at 669-6575 or 888-6781 to register.  Cost is $50 and space is limited to 15.  Visit www.mbconf.ca/cmbs for more information.

CMU
“Youth Ministry as School of Love” is a youth ministry conference planned for June 1 - 2 at CMU.  The conference will feature Mark Yaconelli and Michael Hryniuk.  Participants can register for this conference separately or participate in it as part of a week long course.  Contact  abergen@cmu.ca. 
Canadian School of Peacebuilding Story & Song – Come hear an address by Piet Meiring with music by Cara Luft, March 15 at 7:30 pm at CMU.  More information is available at http://csop.cmu.ca/index.php/special-events/.

COMMUNITY Tuesdays, March 6 – April 24  7-9 pm

An eight week parenting class called Making Sense of Adolescence is being offered by Terry Warburton of Recovery of Hope Counselling. Developed by Dr. Gordon Neufeld, this course is an approach to parenting adolescents who are 9 years and older; restoring the natural intuition to parenting and effective practices that preserve the relationship. Terry has her Masters degree in counselling and is an authorized Neufeld facilitator. A course outline can be found at www.neufeldinstitute.com. Check the bulletin board for registration info or call 204-325-5355. 

MENNONITE CENTRAL COMMITTEE

MCC Winnipeg Spring Banquet, 6:30 pm at Douglas Mennonite Church (1517 Rothesay Ave) - Join MCC for an evening of food and entertainment on Saturday, March 10 at 6:30 pm at Douglas Mennonite Church in Winnipeg. Contact Paul Friesen at (204) 261-6381 or 1-888-622-6337 for complimentary tickets.
	February 12 
	Mennonite Church Canada is cooperating with the Burkina Mennonite Church and the Evangelical Community of Congo to develop and implement Entrepreneurship Seminars. These seminars equip youth, women’s groups and others with entrepreneurial skills that will create jobs with steady incomes, allowing them to assist their churches financially. Pray that these workshops will build self-sufficiency and growth.


	February 26 
	As the tragic history of Indian Residential Schools continues to be revealed through the national Truth and Reconciliation Commission, Mennonite Church Canada is exploring how Mennonite involvement in Indian Day Schools fits into this larger story of assimilation. Pray for understanding, courage and discernment as we strive to articulate an honest history that will help bring hope and healing to our relationships with Indigenous peoples.








