             
 Altona Mennonite Church

                                   Altona, Manitoba                                          

Pastor:  Dan Kehler







       Home ph#-324-5178

Office Hours:                                       Tuesday - Thursday 9:00 am-12:00 pm

                                                                 E-mail: amcpastordan@gmail.com

Website:






             www.altonamennonitechurch.ca

Church Office:  204-324-6773 or e-mail: amc@mts.net               Fax#-324-8456

Church Secretary:  Vicki Kehler


                      Home ph#-324-8315

Sunday School for adults and children

             



     9:30 am
Sunday Morning Worship Service


                                      11:00 am

VOLUME XXXIII No. 45            

                                        Dec. 5, 2010
In our time, animals prey on one another, people oppress one another, and nature is damaged by the ax.  God calls us to repent and live into a surprising new order: a menagerie of friendly beasts, people who live in harmony with one another, and natural regrowth from deep roots.  

Prelude                       From Heaven Above to Earth I Come                    Bach
GATHERING
Welcome
Cong. Singing 








             Wait for the Lord
                     - handout     vs. 1 & 4                I will come to you in the silence
Silence
Lighting of Advent Candles - Lloyd Wiebe 
Gathering words:
    Leader: Prepare the way of the Lord! Straighten the crooked path!
    People: A shoot shall come out from Jesse, and a branch shall grow 
                 out of his roots.
    Leader: The Spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the Spirit of knowledge and 
                the fear of the Lord. 
    People: Nations will rejoice, for God’s kingdom has come near.
Opening prayer
PRAISING
Cong. Singing  WB#184 

                                 Harkl! The glad sound!
Scripture Reading: Isaiah 11:1-10
Reflection – That Day

Offertory                                Lo, How a Rose                                Diane Bish
HEARING THE WORD
Children’s Time
Scripture Readings: Matthew 3:1-12; Romans 15:4-13
Silence
Cong. Singing - handout                                        Prepare the way of the Lord 
Sermon                            A New Normal                                    Pastor Dan
Song of response – Sunday School Group
Sharing our stories                                                            Kirsten Hamm
RESPONDING
Silence
Confessing (unison):
    Holy One, the flurry of motion and money consumes our vision and   
    clogs our ears.  Though we lack your spirit of wisdom and understanding  
    of counsel and might, we long to know and love you.  Refresh us and fill   
    us with your Spirit as the waters fill the sea.  Amen.
Words of assurance
Words of encouragement and announcements
Congregational prayer
SENDING
    May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in   
    harmony with one another, so you may with one voice glorify the God of    
    our Lord Jesus Christ.  May the God of hope fill you with all joy and   
    peace in believing, so you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy    
    Spirit.  Amen.
Cong. Singing  STJ#87                          Put peace into each other’s hands
Postlude                               Echo Noel                                  D'Aquin

****************************************************Worship Leader:  Elaine Loewen               Song Leader:  Marilyn Hamm
Accompanist:  Nancy Ratzlaff
Our Advent theme, An UnExpected Hour, invites us to consider two kinds of time; Chronos time and Kairos time.  



Chronos time gives us our clocks and calendars.  Its ticking seconds mark the minutes, hours, days and years.  Its pace although steady is relentless.  Chronos time demands our attention with schedules, agendas and appointments.  It is at the core of what marks our efficiency, productivity and punctuality.  



Kairos time has to do with the breadth of eternity revealing itself at the proper time.  It is God’s time.  It uses imagery of fullness, completeness or ripeness.  The metaphor of pregnancy is often used to describe it.  The time for birth will definitely arrive, but it will arrive at its own appointed time.   



Advent invites us into Kairos time.  At Advent we are deliberate about waiting for a time to arrive. We wait anew as in the past with joy-filled hearts for the coming Immanuel, God with us.  But we also wait for God to come again at the appointed time.  God’s time is not bound by Chronos as we are.  The pressure of Chronos time is our own doing.  God is at work in our world on a deeper reality.  Advent invites us to enter Kairos time and feel the rhythm of God’s time that is beyond the sound of ticking clocks.  Our times of silence in worship are about turning away from the frantic pace of Chronos and sensing this rhythm, God’s rhythm, and receiving this as the gift of God’s presence among us.  May we experience this stillness as a gift as we move though this Advent Season.    

AMC FAMILY cont…
AMC WEEK
Tuesday

              Morning Coffee and Bible Study at 10:30 am
Tuesday



S. S. Christmas rehearsal – 4:00-5:30 pm

Tuesday



Worship Committee meeting at 7:00 pm

Sunday



Pastor Dan will be speaking – Third Advent

Sunday

              S. S. Christmas rehearsal – 12:00 -2:00 pm
AMC CALENDAR
Tuesday, Dec. 14

Morning Coffee and Bible Study at 10:30 am
Tuesday, Dec. 14

S. S. Christmas run through – 4:00-5:30 pm

Tuesday, Dec. 14

Ed. Committee meeting at 10:00 am

Sunday, Dec. 19

Pastor Dan will be speaking – Fourth Advent

Thank you Steve Penner for designing the Advent bulletin covers. 
Thank you, Lorraine and Anna, for adding to our worship experience with 
the visuals you have provided through the advent season.
Please donate to the Community Christmas Dinner Tree in the foyer.  Hang a piece of cutlery for each toonie donated.  Help contribute to this worth while cause.  Thank-you!
The Pastor’s old office desk and chair (in foyer) is up for silent auction till 1:00 pm today.   If interested, please make a bid on the sheet’s attached to the desk and chair.
Any children or youth who would like to play in the prelude before the Sunday School Christmas program on the evening of December 19, please talk to Nancy Ratzlaff (327-5806).
In honour or memory of someone special to you, please feel free to help decorate our sanctuary this Christmas season with a potted poinsettia flower.  Please attach the name of the people you are honoring so we may list them in our bulletin.

In Loving memory of:
 -     Dorothy Schritt
· Jake Kliewer, Lori Hieberts father
· George Enns, Loren’s uncle

· Gloria Kliewer, Lori’s cousin

· Lorelei Friesen (and four friends), Lori’s cousin


The AMC Blog is now accessible via the AMC web site (www.altonamennonitechurch.ca).  It is hidden from search engines so the AMC site is the only way to access.  
AMC FAMILY cont…

The Sunday School children will be collecting non-perishable food items for the Rhineland Area Food Bank during our worship service on the first Sunday of each month.  Please remember to donate!

Coffee, scripture and discussion group will meet Tuesday mornings at

10:30 am at AMC.  All are invited.  Please read the scripture below to   
prepare for discussion. 

Isaiah 35:1-10              Psalm 146:5-10 or Luke 1:47-55              James 5:7-10 Matthew 11:2-11


AMC budget update

Offering last Sunday                           $     2,518.00
Offering year to date                          $  121,732.00
2010 Budget                                      $  154,602.00
Shortfall (4 Sundays left in 2010)         $    32,870.00
Practice days for Sunday School Christmas program 

Program run through - Tuesday, Dec. 14 from 4:00–5:30 pm

Dress rehearsal – Saturday, Dec. 18 from 10:00–1:30 pm with a pizza lunch!

Sunday School Christmas program – Sunday, Dec. 19 at 6:30 pm.

Note: After school snack will be provided on the Tuesdays.  Pre-school children need not attend the Tuesday, rehearsals.   
Birthdays:  Dec. 9 – Loren Hiebert; Dec. 10 – Perry Batchelor & Julia Penner; Dec. 11 – Tracy Bergen

Congratulations – Cayden Reinhard was born Nov. 30 weighing in at 8 lbs 13 oz and is a blessing to the proud parents Judge and Nicole Wood and grandma June Schwartz.  
Prayer Requests
      Let’s remember to pray for our elderly homebound members, Eva Falk, Katharina Zacharias and Tina Rempel.
      Please pray for Olly Penner as she recuperates at home from knee surgery.   
Please pray for Phil and Julie Bender our MC Canada Witness mission partners in China.   

     Mennonite Church Canada is praying for… God of Reconciliation, keep growing reconciliation in and through us.  Help us find our place in your family of faith and welcome others to the family.  Thank you for showing us how to stop fighting, and for giving us the courage to start over in your ways.  Amen.
If you would like to add or remove any prayer requests, please call the church office.

COMMUNITY
You are invited to an open meeting to hear about the situation in El Salvador and Build a Village’s plan to help the town of La Linea rebuild.  All are welcome on Monday, Dec. 6, 7:00 pm at the Exchange building (Seeds Church).  
The Altona and District Palliative Care will be hosting the 11th annual Longest Night Memorial Service on Tuesday, Dec. 21 at 7:00 pm at the Altona United Church.  This service is planned for those who are bereaved and grieving a loss.  Everyone is welcome.
Rhineland Area Food Bank.  Remember to donate regularly.  For cash donations, take an envelope from the top of AMC’s mailboxes and include your name and address so a receipt can be issued.  Current needs:  pasta, canned meat, peanut butter, powdered milk, cereal, powdered juice, canned vegetables and canned fruit.  Thank you for your continued support.
CANADIAN MENNONITE UNIVERSITY - www.cmu.ca
CMU invites you to its Sunday, (Dec. 19) Vespers Service, to be held at 7:30 pm in the Laudamus Auditorium.  Vespers is a CMU music tradition involving students, alumni, faculty and staff, and community members in collective worship. Free admission; all are welcome.

Refreshing Winds (Feb. 3 to 5, 2011) is focusing on the theme: Here in This Place: Worship in Cultural Context.  This biennial conference on worship and music features author and church planter Brian McLaren and musician Steve Bell.  Register at http://www.cmu.ca/conferences.html.  Registration deadline is Dec. 17, 2010.  
MENNONITE CENTRAL COMMITTEE
The Living Gift is a special holiday program of MCC’s which is available at Ten Thousand Village starting in November and going until December 31.  It is an alternative gift giving idea that meets simple human needs for good health and a decent living in developing countries.  For more details check at Ten Thousand Villages stores.

MENNONITE CHURCH MANITOBA
We invite you to the Faith and Life Male Choir and Women’s Chorus Advent Concert on Saturday, Dec. 11, 7:00 pm at the Winkler’s; Emmanuel Mennonite Church. 

MENNONITE CHURCH MANITOBA cont…
MCM is looking to hire an Executive Assistant.  Responsibilities include providing reception services for the MCM office, office management, executive assistant to the Executive Director and assistance to other program directors.  You can see the full job description at www.mennochurch.mb.ca.  The closing date is December 19, 2010.  Applications can be sent to Norm Voth, 200-600 Shaftesbury Blvd.  Winnipeg, MB R3P 2J1.
A Thousand Hallelujahs is a Mass Male Choir Celebration (conducted by Henry Engbrecht) taking place on Jan. 23, 2011 at the Centennial Concert Hall.  All men, male youth and boys are invited to participate.  For more information see poster on main bulletin board or their website: www.mennochurch.mb.ca.
Please join us for Frohe Botschaft, a German language worship service broadcast on Sunday morning at 7:30 am on CFAM / CHSM / CJRB.  Pastor Ewald Goetz from Steinbach Mennonite Church is the speaker for December.

MENNONITE HERITAGE GALLERY
Do you support the mission of the MHC Gallery? Yearend donations are needed. To make donations, please write cheques out to the MHC Gallery, 600 Shaftesbury Blvd., Winnipeg, MB R3P 0M4 or contact Connie Wiebe at cwiebe@mennonitechurch.ca.
JUST FOOD: The Right to Food from a Faith Perspective international exhibition opened at the MHC Gallery and will be shown till Jan. 15.  Schedule a tour for your church or school group by contacting Connie Wiebe at cwiebe@mennonitechurch.ca.
All committee secretaries, please remember to forward the minutes of your meetings to Vicki Kehler for distribution. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR LATER DATE!

CAMPS WITH MEANING - www.campswithmeaning.org/204-895-2267
COMMUNITY

CMU
CMU invites you to its Sunday, (Jan. 16) Vespers Service, to be held at 7:30 pm in the Laudamus Auditorium.  
CMU invites you to its Sunday, (Feb. 20) Vespers Service, to be held at 7:30 pm in the Laudamus Auditorium.  
CMU invites you to its Sunday, (March 20) Vespers Service, to be held at 7:30 pm in the Laudamus Auditorium.  
Mar. 11 to 13, 2011 – PIT is back!  CMU welcomes students to pray and praise together at PIT 2011’s “Pieces of Peace” gathering. This year’s event features drama from Ted Swartz (www.tedandcompany.com) and speakers Adelia Neufeld Wiens, Dan Epp-Tiessen, and Jarem Sawatsky.  Registration:  $100 if registering by Jan. 31, 2011; $125 on and after Feb. 1.  www.pit.cmu.ca
CMU invites you to campus visit day, Jan. 28, Friday from 9:00 am – 3:00 pm.  

CMU invites you to campus visit day, March 18, Friday from 9:00 am – 3:00 pm.  

CMU invites you to Campus Visit Day – Open House Feb. 23 from 11:00 am – 3:00 pm.  

Mar. 11 to 13, 2011 – PIT is back!  CMU welcomes students to pray and praise together at PIT 2011’s “Pieces of Peace” gathering. This year’s event features drama from Ted Swartz (www.tedandcompany.com) and speakers Adelia Neufeld Wiens, Dan Epp-Tiessen, and Jarem Sawatsky.  Registration:  $100 if registering by Jan. 31, 2011; $125 on and after Feb. 1).  Visit pit.cmu.ca
MENNONITE CHURCH CANADA PRAYER NOTES:
Dec. 12 - Lord of Hope, as a farmer who waits for harvest, we strengthen our hearts in anticipation of your coming. Help us to be patient and willing partners with you as you work toward the Kingdom of God in our world. Amen.

Dec. 19 - God of Grace, thank you for the people who have shared your love with us and taught us about you. Help us to do the same for others. Help us seek out those who may be particularly lonely and in need of your care during this Christmas season. Amen.

Dec 24 - God of Mercy, thank you for surprising us with your love and coming to us as a helpless baby on this holy night. Teach us the grace of your long and steady quest for justice. We want to take care of people, just like your family took good care of you. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
Dec.25 - Holy God, we are grateful to feel the embrace of your love through the person of Jesus Christ. May we carry the hope of this moment through all the days of our lives, giving you honour and praise for all you have done. Amen.

Dec. 26 - God of Compassion, we celebrate your precious gift of Jesus, knowing that his arrival caused both weeping and rejoicing. May your constant love shine in and through us when we are happy and when we are sad, as it shines most brightly through Jesus. Amen.







