Welcome to our Worship Service


       Celebrating the Savior – Christ is born!
 



               Christmas Day
Prelude
Welcoming the Savior
      Cong. Hymn:  WB#212 - O come, all ye faithful
      Christmas Proclamation*



Leader:
They have heard it on the hills,



People:
they have heard it on the streets,



Leader:
the rumor prevails,



People:
and none can contradict it.



Leader:
Some are looking up the prophets,





some are studying the skies,





others speculate and calculate,





buy none deny the facts.



People:
Some are dancing back to sheepfolds,





some are traveling foreign roads,





some await more information,





others celebrate the news.



Leader:
In a foreign place,





a ruler has imposed a new tax,



People:
in a hilly place,





an old woman nourishes her new son,



Leader:
in a royal place,





an old ruler sees a new threat,



People:
in a busy place,





a young couple cope with their new child.



Leader:
At what seems the wrong time,



People:
in what seems the wrong place,



Leader:
among those who seem the wrong people,



All:

God has decided to bless, disturb, and visit us.





Glory to God in the highest!

Cong. Hymn:  WB#197 - Angels we have heard on high
Invocation

Cong. Hymn:  WB#189 - To us a child of hope is born
Prayer of Confession

       Second Scripture:  Luke 2:22-40 - Adapted for dramatic presentation


Litany of the Incarnation



Cong. spoken refrain:  “Christ is God’s own son”



Final response:  “HE CAME AMONG US. HE WAS ONE OF US.”


Cong. Hymn:  WB#
594 - Lord, you sometimes speak
       Prayers of the People

       Offering

Hearing the Word

       Third Scripture:  Galatians 4:4-7


Message - Pastor Dan Kehler

Responding to the Word

       Cong. Hymn:  WB#203 - Break forth, o beauteous, heav’nly

 Benediction
Leader:  Once you were no people





People:  Now we are God’s people





Leader:  Once we walked in darkness,





People:  Now we have seen a Great Light.





Leader:  Let us walk and live in that Light.  Amen.


Cong. Hymn: STS#32 – Oh, beautiful star of Bethlehem
Postlude                 
*Advent candle response
All: And we are surprised by God’s tenderness: Who else would welcome
      all children, whether by birth or adoption, to join in the same kingdom?   
      Thanks, thanks be to God!

*****************************************************
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Worship Leaders:  Ray & Marilyn Hamm
Song Leader:  Dan Regehr
Accompanist:  Hildie Regehr & Edna Zacharias
AMC WEEK

Sunday



Ray Hamm will be speaking
AMC CALENDAR
Tuesday, Jan. 3

Baby shower at 7:00 pm for Safaa & Osama’s baby
Wednesday, Jan. 4

Woman’s Prayer night at 9:00 pm
Sunday, Jan. 8

Dan Kehler will be speaking
AMC FAMILY
Council meeting has postponed the Dec. 29 meeting to Jan. 12, 2012.  

There will be no Sunday school Jan. 1, 2012.  Sunday school will resume on January 8 2012.
*Please come help undecorate the AMC Christmas on Monday, Jan. 9 at 10:00 am!*

The AMC Annual General Meeting is scheduled for January 29, 2012.  All AGM reports should be submitted
Please note there will be no office hours from Dec. 25 – Jan. 2.  
AMC – 2011 BUDGET UPDATE
      With only one Sunday remaining in 2011, our undesignated giving to date is $13,100.00 below budget and $11,400.00 below that of last year.

Fortunately, our operating expenses are also well below budget leaving us with an operating deficit of $4,800.00 to date.
     Our church books will remain open until Dec. 31.  Anyone wishing to make a donation between Christmas and New Year’s day may place a cheque in the Treasurer’s mail box at Church or drop it off at 214 Willow Bay.  Thank you.

Prayer and Praise
     Thank you for thinking of me in your prayers, calls, visits, Christmas greetings, flowers, food and well wishes after my recent surgery.  Wishing you a blessed Christmas.  Thanks to all, with love Sarah Sawatzky 
      Continue to pray for healing, patience and strength for Leroy and Marge.
      The Klassens are blessed that Bernie is home for Christmas.  Continue to pray for Bernie’s healing and strength for the family.  
     Pray for our conference leaders. MC Manitoba Executive Director – Ken Warkentin.  MC Canada General Secretary – Willard Metzger
     Let’s remember to pray for our older members at home, Eva Falk and Tina Rempel. 
      Please pray for Phil and Julie Bender our MC Canada Witness mission partners in China. 
     Mennonite Church Canada is praying for… God, we thank you that there is no insider or outsider with you, but that your mercy is for all.  Strengthen us to accept and share your mercy freely.
If you would like to add or remove any prayer requests, please contact Dan Kehler.
ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR LATER DATE

All committee secretaries, please remember to forward the minutes of your meetings to Vicki Kehler for distribution. 
Employment opportunities are available at CMU, visit: http://www.cmu.ca/employment.html.
CMU
Mark your Calendars!!   Peace It Together is coming!  Canadian Mennonite University is calling young people from across the country to follow Jesus’ way of peace.  Plan to attend Peace It Together, a national youth conference, Friday, March 9 – Sunday, March 11, 2012.  Be inspired and challenged with the theme, Jesus: The Peace that Matters.  More information coming  soon.

Alzheimer Bake Sale - February 4 at the Altona Mall from 9:00 am until sold out.  Donated baked items appreciated.  Please deliver them to the mall between 8:30 am and 9:00 am
	December 4
Second Sunday of Advent
	Scene changing God, we bring you our joys and words of thanks. We bring you our concerns. May your face shine on us, give us peace, and help us share the peace and love we have received.

	December 11
Third Sunday of Advent
	

	December 18
Fourth Sunday of Advent
	

	December 25
Christmas Day
	Rejoice in the Lord! As the earth brings forth its shoots, so you, Creator God, have sent your Son, setting us free to live as beloved children. Thank you for the birth of Jesus, who helps us understand the many ways you help us.


	January 1
	Pray for Mennonite Church Canada worker, Rad Houmphan, as she continues to provide resources and counsel at the Living Water Churches in northeast Thailand. On Jan. 1, her husband, Pat Houmphan, completed his assignment but remains in Borabu engaged in other endeavours. Please pray for grace and energy as Pat and Rad go through this period of transition.


	January 8
	In early January, Elsie Rempel, Mennonite Church Canada Formation Consultant, embarked on a 3 month service leave with Mennonite Central Committee to mentor teachers of grades 1-8 students in Zambia. Pray that God will grant Elsie wisdom and creativity, and her students’ enthusiasm and receptiveness, so that all will richly benefit from this time together.


	January 15
	Darnell and Christina Barkman will go to the Philippines (May 2012) for a church planting assignment with Mennonite Church Canada in metro Manila. Pray that preparations go well here at home and with the Integrated Mennonite Churches (IMC) of the Philippines with whom they will be working. The Barkmans (and son Cody) expect the birth of their second child in March.


	January 22
Mennonite World Fellowship Sunday 
	Mennonite Church Canada representatives are joining leaders from across Canada and the United States at Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminary (AMBS) January 23-26 during Pastors’ Week to engage in study, discussion and reflection on the message of Revelation for our time. Pray that all will be invigorated for service by their participation!


	January 29 
	Pray that God’s shalom will continue to envelop individuals and communities through the efforts of Mennonite Church Canada workers like Daniel and Joji Pantoja, who are creatively sharing God’s message in the Philippines through their ministry, Peacebuilders Community Inc.


Mennonite Church Manitoba Prayers for January:

1. We pray for the community of Pauingassi as they grieve recent suicides. Pray that Pastor Allen Owen and the congregation will continue to be a sign of God’s love and care.
2. We pray with Springfield Heights Mennonite Church in their search to replace James Schellenberg who is ending his ministry as lead pastor in 2012.
3. We praise God that the building permits for Chiara House have been approved and redevelopment is now in progress.
4. We pray for the many youth attending our four MMYO Winter Retreats. The Retreat Ministry Teams are planning weekends that will be loads of fun, while nurturing and challenging the faith of the retreaters.






