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Welcome to our Worship Service






  Fourth Advent
 



      Reordering our World
We Gather to Worship

Prelude                            Break Forth into Joy                              by Bach
Cong. Hymn   WB#185


                  Hail to the Lord’s anointed
Welcome and Announcements

Call to Worship:


Leader:
  Our souls magnify you, Lord,


People:  our spirits rejoice in you, our Saviour.

Leader:
  You have looked with favour on your servants,


People:  chosen us in our lowliness rather than our strength.

Leader:
 All generations can see that we are blessed,


People:  for you have done great things, and holy is your

                           name.

Cong. Hymn  STJ#13



          My soul is filled with joy

Prayer of Invocation - STS#127

We Listen 

Children’s Story

Cong. Hymn  WB#594



     Lord, you sometimes speak
Scripture Reading   Luke 1:26-38, 46-55

Sermon                                The New Reality                            Dan Kehler
We Respond

Cong. Hymn   STS#124




        My soul cries out

Prayer of Confession:

Gracious God, your steadfast love is established forever, your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens. Yet we live as if the world and its fate were up to us, as if we were the ones whose actions make all the difference.  Release our grip on our lives so we are ready to receive your mystery hidden in plain view from ages past: There is no insider or outsider.  Your mercy is for all.  Amen

Prayer of the People

Offering/Offertory             My Soul Doth Magnifies the Lord                 by Bach

We Follow
Cong. Hymn  WB#182   vs. 1-2


     O, how shall I receive Thee

Benediction
Cong. Hymn  WB#182   vs. 3                                O, how shall I receive Thee
Postlude                 From Heaven Above to Earth I Come             by Pachelbel
*Advent candle response
All:  Thanks be to God for giving us light!  As it shines in darkness we
         celebrate the love it brings.
******************************************************
Worship Leader:  Elaine Loewen
     Song Leader:  Marilyn Hamm
Accompanist:  Nancy Ratzlaff
AMC WEEK

Tonight



SS Christmas program at 6:30 pm
Saturday



Candle Light Service at 6:30 pm
Sunday



Christmas Service – Pastor Dan will be speaking
August 11-12, 2012       AMC 50th Anniversary and Homecoming Weekend
AMC CALENDAR
Thursday, Dec. 29

Council meeting at 7:00 pm

Sunday, Jan. 1

Ray Hamm will be speaking
AMC REMINDERS

Sunday, Dec. 25 - WORSHIP LEADER – Ray and Marilyn H
                         - SONG LEADER – Dave R
- ACCOMPANIST – Hildie R & Edna Z
COFFEE TIME – Christmas Day
AMC FAMILY
Sunday School Christmas program today at 6:30 pm (please be at the church and gather in your SS classrooms by 6:15 pm.) 
Attention ushers:  everyone on the 2011 ushers list, will remain the same.  If you are not on the list and would like to usher, then contact John Gerbrandt at 324-8044 or e-mail him at johngerb@mts.net.
AMC FAMILY cont…
Prayer and Praise
     Leroy is back at Health Science Ctr.  Continue to pray for healing for Leroy and patience and strength for both Marge and Leroy.  
     Dale and Sandra’s dad Bernie’s surgery went as planned.  He is recovering in the hospital.  Let’s continue to pray for Bernie’s healing and strength for the family.  
     Pray for our conference leaders. MC Manitoba Executive Director – Ken Warkentin.  MC Canada General Secretary – Willard Metzger
     Let’s remember to pray for our older members at home, Eva Falk, Katharina Zacharias and Tina Rempel. 
      Please pray for Phil and Julie Bender our MC Canada Witness mission partners in China. 
     Mennonite Church Canada is praying for… God, we thank you that there is no insider or outsider with you, but that your mercy is for all.  Strengthen us to accept and share your mercy freely.
If you would like to add or remove any prayer requests, please contact Dan Kehler.
AMC’s Morning Bible Coffee group will resume Jan. 10 of 2012.  
AMC is again invited to contribute money in support of the Annual Community Christmas Dinner.  With every $2 given, a piece of cutlery will decorate the tree in our lobby.  Your donations are greatly appreciated.  Thank you!
Coffee’s On – Wednesday and Thursday at 10:00 am the coffee is on at church.  Come by for some caffeine and conversation.
Auxiliary:  We have three issues of Timbrel to share.  These can be found
on the library bookshelf in the lobby.  Please read and return.

AMC’s Winter Retreat for Feb. 17-19 (2012) at Camp Assiniboia is a GO!!  Please submit your post-dated (Feb. 15 – 2012) cheques to AMC (Winter Retreat in memo area) ASAP and put in treasurer church mail box.  Thank you.  It is not too late for families to join us!  

Please forward address changes for the 2012 AMC directory to Vicki Kehler.  You may e-mail amc@mymts.net or leave in secretary AMC mailbox.  Thank you.


The Sunday School children will be collecting non-perishable food items for the Rhineland Area Food Bank during our worship service on the first Sunday of each month.  Please remember to donate!
AMC FAMILY cont…
From the Anniversary Planning Committee:
As part of the planning for AMC’s 50th Anniversary in 2012 the committee and council are considering a commemorative symbol for the church.  We invite your creative ideas for such a symbol or project that would represent something of the essence of Altona Mennonite Church and would be on display in the sanctuary.  Please submit your ideas, together with an approximate cost estimate, to the box in the foyer or talk to one of the planning committee members:  Ted Friesen, Marilyn H. Hamm, Ted Klassen, Elfie Krahn, Dave Regehr
Birthdays:  Dec. 19 – Erin Martens; Dec. 20 – Eric Geirnaert; Dec. 22 – Robert Martens & Karly Wiebe


From the Pastor
There has been much talk surrounding the visual element of our Advent Worship.  The worship committee chose to be deliberately silent about it so that we might be able to imagine and wonder what is coming together.  Some have said they see Jesus’ face.  Others have seen the Nativity.  Someone identified the most confusing aspect as the large whip cream like object while others have suggested that it might the roof of a stylized eastern stable.  As I am one of the few that know what is coming together I have enjoyed these conversations and resisting the temptation to reveal too much!  What has struck me most though is how this visual has been a working metaphor for our Advent Worship theme Welcoming the Unexpected.  God comes to us again and again.  And as those who have a desire to welcome God into our lives, we must always been be on watch; waiting for the time when circumstances, relationships and the Spirit come together to reveal God’s presence among us.  And when it finally coalesces to the place where we see God at work in our lives, it is often in the most unexpected of ways.  To welcome this coming, despite its unexpected appearance, is to be able to embrace all that God offers.  That Jesus came to us as a child, born in a stable to refugee parents is one of the most unexpected ways that God comes to us.  As we move from Advent to Christmas, let us continue to keep watch, waiting with anticipation for the God of love to come to us again so that we might welcome God once more.   

COMMUNITY

The Altona & District Palliative Care is hosting a bereavement/Memorial Service.  Service will be held on December 21 at AMC, 7:00 pm.  The service is usually about an hour in length.
The Eden Foundation is looking for a Director of Development to take primary leadership in all aspects of fund development and fundraising, constituency reporting, public relations and marketing for the Eden organization. See poster on main bulletin board for more information.
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COMMUNITY cont…
Rhineland Area Food Bank.  Remember to donate regularly.  For cash donations, take an envelope from the top of AMC’s mailboxes and include your name and address so a receipt can be issued.  Current needs:  pasta, canned meat, peanut butter, powdered milk, cereal, powdered juice, canned vegetables and canned fruit.  Thank you for your continued support.
CANADIAN MENNONITE UNIVERSITY
View evening part-time course offering starting January 2012 at www.cmu.ca.

Join CMU for Vespers, today at 7:30 pm, in the Laudamus Auditorium.  Free admission; all are welcome.
CMU invites inquiries and applications for the following faculty, tenure-track positions: Business & Organizational Administration, Social Science, Ministry Studies, and Conflict Resolution (MSC).  Direct iinquiries to Dianna Robson, Director of Human Resources at drobson@cmu.ca or 204-487-3300, visit http://www.cmu.ca/employment.html 

MENNONITE CENTRAL COMMITTEE
Come and support the Ten Thousand Villages Christmas Craft and Bake Sale (134 Plaza Dr., Winnipeg) from Nov. 26 – Dec. 24.  Poster on main bulletin board lists items available at the sale.  

This year Living Gift offers six projects with the newest project being sand dams for Tanzania or Zambia.  These dams will provide clean water which helps to decrease disease, increase school attendance and provide greater income for families.  Other projects include:  empowerment, goats, farmyards and education.  These projects are available now till Dec. 31 at Ten Thousand Villages in the Altona Mall.
MENNONITE CHURCH CANADA

Mennonite Church Canada and Mennonite Church Eastern Canada invite you to grow our family this Christmas.  Take a look at the Christmas exchange gift guide in your church mailbox and prayerfully consider your participation in extending the mission of the wider Church. 
MENNONITE CHURCH MANITOBA 
Please join us for Frohe Botschaft, a German language worship service broadcast on Sunday morning at 7:30 am on CFAM / CHSM / CJRB.  In January Pastor Jake Harms from Douglas Mennonite Church, Pastor Menno Wiebe from Sargent Ave. Mennonite Church, Pastor Isbrand Hiebert from Steinbach Mennonite Church, Frank J. Neufeld from North Kildonan Mennonite Church and Pastor Adolf Ens from Fort Garry Mennonite Fellowship will help us to focus on the theme of New Beginnings. 
COMMUNITY cont…
Rhineland Area Food Bank.  Remember to donate regularly.  For cash donations, take an envelope from the top of AMC’s mailboxes and include your name and address so a receipt can be issued.  Current needs:  pasta, canned meat, peanut butter, powdered milk, cereal, powdered juice, canned vegetables and canned fruit.  Thank you for your continued support.
CANADIAN MENNONITE UNIVERSITY
View evening part-time course offering starting January 2012 at www.cmu.ca.

Join CMU for Vespers, today at 7:30 pm, in the Laudamus Auditorium.  Free admission; all are welcome.
CMU invites inquiries and applications for the following faculty, tenure-track positions: Business & Organizational Administration, Social Science, Ministry Studies, and Conflict Resolution (MSC).  Direct iinquiries to Dianna Robson, Director of Human Resources at drobson@cmu.ca or 204-487-3300, visit http://www.cmu.ca/employment.html 

MENNONITE CENTRAL COMMITTEE
Come and support the Ten Thousand Villages Christmas Craft and Bake Sale (134 Plaza Dr., Winnipeg) from Nov. 26 – Dec. 24.  Poster on main bulletin board lists items available at the sale.  

This year Living Gift offers six projects with the newest project being sand dams for Tanzania or Zambia.  These dams will provide clean water which helps to decrease disease, increase school attendance and provide greater income for families.  Other projects include:  empowerment, goats, farmyards and education.  These projects are available now till Dec. 31 at Ten Thousand Villages in the Altona Mall.
MENNONITE CHURCH CANADA

Mennonite Church Canada and Mennonite Church Eastern Canada invite you to grow our family this Christmas.  Take a look at the Christmas exchange gift guide in your church mailbox and prayerfully consider your participation in extending the mission of the wider Church. 
MENNONITE CHURCH MANITOBA 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR LATER DATE

January is Alzheimer Awareness Month.  One way that the Alzheimer Society promotes this, is by hosting the annual Living with Alzheimer Disease and Other Dementias workshop on Saturday, Jan. 14 and Sat. Jan. 21 at the Boundary Trails Health Centre.  For more information or to register see poster on main bulletin board.  
All committee secretaries, please remember to forward the minutes of your meetings to Vicki Kehler for distribution. 
Employment opportunities are available at CMU, visit: http://www.cmu.ca/employment.html.
MENNONITE HERITAGE GALLERY
You are invited to Kelly Hofer: Hutterite Photographs from a Hutterite's Eyes.  This exhibit will be shown till January 21 at the MHC Gallery (600 Shaftsbury).  
CMU
Mark your Calendars!!   Peace It Together is coming!  Canadian Mennonite University is calling young people from across the country to follow Jesus’ way of peace.  Plan to attend Peace It Together, a national youth conference, Friday, March 9 – Sunday, March 11, 2012.  Be inspired and challenged with the theme, Jesus: The Peace that Matters.  More information coming  soon.

Alzheimer Bake Sale - February 4 at the Altona Mall from 9:00 am until sold out.  Donated baked items appreciated.  Please deliver them to the mall between 8:30 am and 9:00 am
Parenting classes are again being offered by Terry Warburton of Recovery of Hope Counselling at the EHCS office, 309 Main St., Winkler.  Power to Parent: The Vital Connection will run in Jan/Feb 2012 and focuses on parenting kids of all ages.  Making Sense of Adolescence will be offered in Mar/Apr for parents of kids 9 years and older.  Developed by Dr. Gordon Neufeld, these eight week courses offer an approach that restores the natural intuition to parenting and effective practices that preserve the relationship.  Terry has her Masters degree in counselling and is an authorized Neufeld facilitator.  Course outlines can be found at www.neufeldinstitute.com.  Check the bulletin board for registration info or call 204-325-5355.  
Prayers for  – Mennonite Church MB
Mennonite Church MB is praying for… 
	December 4
Second Sunday of Advent
	Scene changing God, we bring you our joys and words of thanks. We bring you our concerns. May your face shine on us, give us peace, and help us share the peace and love we have received.

	December 11
Third Sunday of Advent
	

	December 18
Fourth Sunday of Advent
	

	December 25
Christmas Day
	Rejoice in the Lord! As the earth brings forth its shoots, so you, Creator God, have sent your Son, setting us free to live as beloved children. Thank you for the birth of Jesus, who helps us understand the many ways you help us.




Dec 25
All: And we are surprised by God’s tenderness: Who else would welcome
all children, whether by birth or adoption, to join in the same
kingdom? Thanks, thanks be to God!
	January 1
	Pray for Mennonite Church Canada worker, Rad Houmphan, as she continues to provide resources and counsel at the Living Water Churches in northeast Thailand. On Jan. 1, her husband, Pat Houmphan, completed his assignment but remains in Borabu engaged in other endeavours. Please pray for grace and energy as Pat and Rad go through this period of transition.


	January 8
	In early January, Elsie Rempel, Mennonite Church Canada Formation Consultant, embarked on a 3 month service leave with Mennonite Central Committee to mentor teachers of grades 1-8 students in Zambia. Pray that God will grant Elsie wisdom and creativity, and her students’ enthusiasm and receptiveness, so that all will richly benefit from this time together.


	January 15
	Darnell and Christina Barkman will go to the Philippines (May 2012) for a church planting assignment with Mennonite Church Canada in metro Manila. Pray that preparations go well here at home and with the Integrated Mennonite Churches (IMC) of the Philippines with whom they will be working. The Barkmans (and son Cody) expect the birth of their second child in March.


	January 22
Mennonite World Fellowship Sunday 
	Mennonite Church Canada representatives are joining leaders from across Canada and the United States at Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminary (AMBS) January 23-26 during Pastors’ Week to engage in study, discussion and reflection on the message of Revelation for our time. Pray that all will be invigorated for service by their participation!


	January 29 
	Pray that God’s shalom will continue to envelop individuals and communities through the efforts of Mennonite Church Canada workers like Daniel and Joji Pantoja, who are creatively sharing God’s message in the Philippines through their ministry, Peacebuilders Community Inc.


Mennonite Church Manitoba Prayers for January:

1. We thank God for the fantastic MMYO Volleyball Tournament we had this year. It was great for our youth and leaders to be together to play, share a meal, worship and connect
2. We pray for the community of Pauingassi as they grieve recent suicides. Pray that Pastor Allen Owen and the congregation will continue to be a sign of God’s love and care.
3. We pray with Springfield Heights Mennonite Church in their search to replace James Schellenberg who is ending his ministry as lead pastor in 2012.
4. We praise God that the building permits for Chiara House have been approved and redevelopment is now in progress.
5. We pray for the many youth attending our four MMYO Winter Retreats. The Retreat Ministry Teams are planning weekends that will be loads of fun, while nurturing and challenging the faith of the retreaters.
A copy of the Give a kit for Christmas poster should be posted in your church. This appeal is asking for 10,000 school kits and 10,000 hygiene kits to help replenish MCC Manitoba's warehouses which have depleted greatly because of relief shipments to disasters like the current East Africa drought. For more information, please consult the poster or contact MCC Manitoba at 1-888-622-6337.






