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In our time, we suffer, and witness the suffering of others.  God calls us to envision the end of suffering, to be patient observers of God’s healing action, and at the same time active partners with God in the coming of the good news or restoration.
Prelude                       
GATHERING
Welcome
Cong. Singing - handout                                  I will come to you in the silence
Lighting of Advent Candles - Sarah Sawatzky
Gathering words:
L:  As the farmer waits for the precious crop, patient until the earth receives the
     early and the late rains, 
P:  we strengthen our hearts in hope, for the Lord’s coming is near.
L:  Go and tell what you have seen and heard:
P:  doubters are being reassured, addicts are staying clean, the poor 
     are hearing good news!
L:  Blest are those who take no offense at these signs of new life.
Prayer of Invocation





PRAISING 
Scripture Reading:  Luke1:47-55
Cong. Singing  WB#184                                                Hark! The glad sound!
Scripture Reading:  Isaiah 35:1-10  
Offering

HEARING THE WORD
Children's Time
Scripture Readings:  Matthew 11:2-11; James 5:7-10
Silence
Cong. Singing  WB#186                             Fling wide the door, unbar the gate!

      Sermon                      Have you got the time?                       Pastor Dan
RESPONDING

Silence
Cong. Singing  WB#189                                 To us a Child of hope is born
Sharing our stories - Perry Batchelor


Confessing:
L:  Mighty God, patience is not our strongest suit.
P:  Everything around us moves at breakneck speed, and we   
      expect you also to work at our pace.
L:   Forgive us.
P:  By your Spirit, teach us the grace or your long and steady quest
     for justice.  Amen.
Words of Encouragement and Announcements 
Congregational prayer 
Cong. Singing  WB#181   vs. 1-2                  My soul proclaims with wonder   Benediction/Sending
Cong. Singing  WB#181   vs. 3-4                  My soul proclaims with wonder   
Postlude                               

****************************************************Worship Leader:  Greg & Lorraine Heinrichs              
Song Leader:  Kevin Neufeld              Accompanist:  Marlene Wiebe
AMC WEEK
Tuesday

              Morning Coffee and Bible Study at 10:30 am
Tuesday



S. S. Christmas run through – 4:00-5:30 pm

Tuesday



Ed. Committee meeting at 10:00 am

Saturday



Dress rehearsal – 10:00 am-1:30 pm

Sunday



Pastor Dan will be speaking – Fourth Advent
Sunday

              S. S. Christmas Program – 6:30 pm
AMC CALENDAR
Friday, Dec. 24


AMC Candle Light Service, 6:30 pm
Saturday, Dec. 25

Jesus’ Birthday!   Christmas Day Service, 10:30 am
Sunday, Dec. 26

Pastor Dan will be speaking
AMC FAMILY 
Thank you Steve Penner for designing the Advent bulletin covers. 
Thank you, Lorraine and Anna, for adding to our worship experience with 
the visuals you have provided through the advent season.
AMC FAMILY cont…

Thank You to the volunteers who undertook the downstairs bathroom demolition, installation of sewer back up valve and replacement of the bathrooms. Volunteers included Bill Loewen, Nathan Loewen, Wayne Bergen, Greg Heinrichs, Dale Klassen and Margruite Krahn.  Thank you very much for the contribution you made to AMC in the past few months. 
From AMC Council and Congregation
Please donate to the Community Christmas Dinner Tree in the foyer.  Hang a piece of cutlery for each toonie donated.  Help contribute to this worth while cause.  Thank-you!
Any children or youth who would like to play in the prelude before the Sunday School Christmas program on the evening of December 19, please talk to Nancy Ratzlaff (327-5806).
In honour or memory of someone special to you, please feel free to help decorate our sanctuary this Christmas season with a potted poinsettia flower.  Please attach the name of the people you are honoring so we may list them in our bulletin.

In Loving memory of:
 -     Dorothy Schritt
· Jake Kliewer, Lori Hiebert’s father
· George Enns, Loren’s uncle

· Gloria Kliewer, Lori’s cousin

· Lorelei Friesen, Lori’s cousin, (and four friends)
· Anne Friesen Loewen, Ted’s sister

· John K Friesen, Ted’s brother

· Ray Friesen, Kay’s husband

· Vic Friesen, Kay’s son

· Leo and Anna Pappel, Darlene Klassen’s  parents

· Randall Pappel, Darlene’s brother

· Adeline Pappel, Darlene’s sister

· Henry and Elizabeth Klassen, Ted Klassen’s parents


The Sunday School children will be collecting non-perishable food items for the Rhineland Area Food Bank during our worship service on the first Sunday of each month.  Please remember to donate!

The AMC Blog is now accessible via the AMC web site (www.altonamennonitechurch.ca).  It is hidden from search engines so the AMC site is the only way to access.  

Congratulations – Cayden Reinhard was born Nov. 30 weighing in at 8 lbs 13 oz.  The rose is to celebrate the blessing of Cayden to his parents Judge and Nicole Wood. 
AMC FAMILY cont…

Coffee, scripture and discussion group will resume Tuesday Jan. 4, 2011.  

Coffee, scripture and discussion group will meet Tuesday mornings at

10:30 am at AMC.  All are invited.  Please read the scripture below to   
prepare for discussion. 

Isaiah 7:10-16       Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19       Romans 1:1-7      Matthew 1:18-25


AMC budget update

Offering last Sunday                           $     6,290.00
Offering year to date                          $  128,022.00
2010 Budget                                      $  154,602.00
Shortfall (3 Sundays left in 2010)         $    26,580.00
Practice days for Sunday School Christmas program 

Program run through - Tuesday, Dec. 14 from 4:00–5:30 pm

Dress rehearsal – Saturday, Dec. 18 from 10:00–1:30 pm with a pizza lunch!

Sunday School Christmas program – Sunday, Dec. 19 at 6:30 pm.

Note: After school snack will be provided on the Tuesdays.  Pre-school children need not attend the Tuesday, rehearsals.   
Birthdays:  Dec. 16 – Rose Campbell 
Anniversaries:  Dec. 17 - Dan and Crystal Kehler    

22 years

I'd like to extend a very special thank-you to the congregation for your many prayers for me during and after my surgery.  Also thanks for the flowers and visits.  All were greatly appreciated.   Olly Penner


Prayer Requests
      Let’s remember to pray for our elderly homebound members, Eva Falk, Katharina Zacharias and Tina Rempel.
Please pray for Phil and Julie Bender our MC Canada Witness mission partners in China.   

     Mennonite Church Canada is praying for… Lord of Hope, as a farmer who waits for harvest, we strengthen our hearts in anticipation of your coming.  Help us to be patient and willing partners with you as you work toward the Kingdom of God in our world.  Amen.
If you would like to add or remove any prayer requests, please call the church office.
COMMUNITY
The Altona and District Palliative Care will be hosting the 11th annual Longest Night Memorial Service on Tuesday, Dec. 21 at 7:00 pm at the Altona United Church.  This service is planned for those who are bereaved and grieving a loss.  Everyone is welcome.
Rhineland Area Food Bank.  Remember to donate regularly.  For cash donations, take an envelope from the top of AMC’s mailboxes and include your name and address so a receipt can be issued.  Current needs:  pasta, canned meat, peanut butter, powdered milk, cereal, powdered juice, canned vegetables and canned fruit.  Thank you for your continued support.
CANADIAN MENNONITE UNIVERSITY - www.cmu.ca
CMU invites you to its Sunday, (Dec. 19) Vespers Service, to be held at 7:30 pm in the Laudamus Auditorium.  Vespers is a CMU music tradition involving students, alumni, faculty and staff, and community members in collective worship. Free admission; all are welcome.

Refreshing Winds (Feb. 3 to 5, 2011) is focusing on the theme: Here in This Place: Worship in Cultural Context.  This biennial conference on worship and music features author and church planter Brian McLaren and musician Steve Bell.  Register at http://www.cmu.ca/conferences.html.  Registration deadline is Dec. 17, 2010.  
MENNONITE CENTRAL COMMITTEE
The Living Gift is a special holiday program of MCC’s which is available at Ten Thousand Village starting in November and going until December 31.  It is an alternative gift giving idea that meets simple human needs for good health and a decent living in developing countries.  For more details check at Ten Thousand Villages stores.

MENNONITE CHURCH MANITOBA
MCM is looking to hire an Executive Assistant.  Responsibilities include providing reception services for the MCM office, office management, executive assistant to the Executive Director and assistance to other program directors.  You can see the full job description at www.mennochurch.mb.ca.  The closing date is December 19, 2010.  Applications can be sent to Norm Voth, 200-600 Shaftesbury Blvd.  Winnipeg, MB R3P 2J1.
A Thousand Hallelujahs is a Mass Male Choir Celebration (conducted by Henry Engbrecht) taking place on Jan. 23, 2011 at the Centennial Concert Hall.  All men, male youth and boys are invited to participate.  For more information see poster on main bulletin board or their website: www.mennochurch.mb.ca.
MENNONITE CHURCH MANITOBA cont…
Please join us for Frohe Botschaft, a German language worship service broadcast on Sunday morning at 7:30 am on CFAM / CHSM / CJRB.  Pastor Ewald Goetz from Steinbach Mennonite Church is the speaker for December.

MENNONITE HERITAGE GALLERY
Do you support the mission of the MHC Gallery? Yearend donations are needed. To make donations, please write cheques out to the MHC Gallery, 600 Shaftesbury Blvd., Winnipeg, MB R3P 0M4 or contact Connie Wiebe at cwiebe@mennonitechurch.ca.
JUST FOOD: The Right to Food from a Faith Perspective international exhibition opened at the MHC Gallery and will be shown till Jan. 15.  Schedule a tour for your church or school group by contacting Connie Wiebe at cwiebe@mennonitechurch.ca.
All committee secretaries, please remember to forward the minutes of your meetings to Vicki Kehler for distribution. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR LATER DATE!

CAMPS WITH MEANING - www.campswithmeaning.org/204-895-2267
COMMUNITY

CMU
CMU invites you to its Sunday, (Jan. 16) Vespers Service, to be held at 7:30 pm in the Laudamus Auditorium.  
CMU invites you to its Sunday, (Feb. 20) Vespers Service, to be held at 7:30 pm in the Laudamus Auditorium.  
CMU invites you to its Sunday, (March 20) Vespers Service, to be held at 7:30 pm in the Laudamus Auditorium.  
Mar. 11 to 13, 2011 – PIT is back!  CMU welcomes students to pray and praise together at PIT 2011’s “Pieces of Peace” gathering. This year’s event features drama from Ted Swartz (www.tedandcompany.com) and speakers Adelia Neufeld Wiens, Dan Epp-Tiessen, and Jarem Sawatsky.  Registration:  $100 if registering by Jan. 31, 2011; $125 on and after Feb. 1.  www.pit.cmu.ca
CMU invites you to campus visit day, Jan. 28, Friday from 9:00 am – 3:00 pm.  

CMU invites you to campus visit day, March 18, Friday from 9:00 am – 3:00 pm.  

CMU invites you to Campus Visit Day – Open House Feb. 23 from 11:00 am – 3:00 pm.  

Mar. 11 to 13, 2011 – PIT is back!  CMU welcomes students to pray and praise together at PIT 2011’s “Pieces of Peace” gathering. This year’s event features drama from Ted Swartz (www.tedandcompany.com) and speakers Adelia Neufeld Wiens, Dan Epp-Tiessen, and Jarem Sawatsky.  Registration:  $100 if registering by Jan. 31, 2011; $125 on and after Feb. 1).  Visit pit.cmu.ca
MENNONITE CHURCH CANADA PRAYER NOTES:
Dec. 12 – 
Dec. 19 - God of Grace, thank you for the people who have shared your love with us and taught us about you. Help us to do the same for others. Help us seek out those who may be particularly lonely and in need of your care during this Christmas season. Amen.

Dec 24 - God of Mercy, thank you for surprising us with your love and coming to us as a helpless baby on this holy night. Teach us the grace of your long and steady quest for justice. We want to take care of people, just like your family took good care of you. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
Dec.25 - Holy God, we are grateful to feel the embrace of your love through the person of Jesus Christ. May we carry the hope of this moment through all the days of our lives, giving you honour and praise for all you have done. Amen.

Dec. 26 - God of Compassion, we celebrate your precious gift of Jesus, knowing that his arrival caused both weeping and rejoicing. May your constant love shine in and through us when we are happy and when we are sad, as it shines most brightly through Jesus. Amen.







