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Welcome to our Worship Service





            Fourth Sunday of Lent 
Prelude

We Gather

Prelude

Welcome

Cong. Hymn  WB#70                                   Immortal, invisible, God only wise
Greeting One Another & Sharing Information

Call to Worship:
Leader:  The Lord is our shepherd.

People:  We shall not want. 

Leader:  God makes us lie down in green pastures.

People:  We shall no want.

Leader:  God leads us beside quiet waters.

P:  We shall not want.

All:  Restore us through your Holy Spirit, the love of Jesus Christ, and the 
      comfort of your presence.  
Scripture Reading:  Psalm 23

Cong. Hymn  WB#352                              Gentle Shepherd, come and lead us

Confession:
Lord, we long for light, but all is darkness and we walk in deep shadows.

Justice is pushed back.  Truth has stumbled in the streets, and thick darkness is over the people.  We confess our deeds of darkness.  We confess to the Lord…

Silent Prayer:

As everything exposed to the light become visible, we walk from darkness into light.  Open our eyes, Jesus, that our lives may radiate your glory.  Amen.  
Cong. Hymn  STJ#54                                                           Longing for light
Hearing God’s word

Scripture Readings: 1 Samuel 16:1-13; Ephesians 5:8-14

Story/Scripture - John 9:1-41

Cong. Hymn  WB#334                                       Christ is the world’s true light
Message                              Sight for Sore Eyes          
              Dan Kehler




             
Responding 

Offering 
Lenten Reflections
Prayers of the Congregation

Cong. Hymn  WB#371                                          Let there be light, Lord God
Benediction

Postlude

*******************************************************
Worship Leader:   Ray Hamm     Song Leader:  Dave Regehr
Accompanist:  Hildie Regehr 

AMC WEEK
Tuesday



Morning Coffee and Bible Study at 10:30 am
Wednesday


Woman’s prayer night at 9:00 pm
Saturday



Breakfast and planning meeting, 9:00 am
Sunday



Pastor Dan will be speaking
AMC CALENDAR
April 11-15  


Red River Valley Festival of the Arts 
Tuesday, April 12  

Morning Coffee and Bible Study at 10:30 am

Wednesday, April 13
Ed. Committee meeting at 7:30 pm

Thursday, April 14

Worship committee meeting, 7:00 pm

Sunday, April 17

Pastor Dan will be speaking

AMC FAMILY 

How have you been Called and Shaped by Jesus this Lenten season?   If you would like to share your experience of Becoming Human through our worship as we move closer to the cross of Good Friday we would be blessed to hear it.  During the final services of Lent, time will be given to share your journey.  

A special thank you to Marlene Dyck and Barb Wiebe for providing the visual art for this Lenten season and to Rudy Krahn for the lighting. 
Breakfast and Planning Meeting – Saturday, April 9 at 9:00 am.  As discussed at the February Annual Meeting, Church Council is planning a follow up meeting to discern future direction for AMC in the coming year.  Come out and be a part of the deliberations and enjoy a breakfast hosted by AMC Youth!  
AMC FAMILY cont… 

From the Pastor:

Do pastors listen to their own sermons?  This question is often asked where pastors gather.  In the last several weeks, I have had to listen to one of my own sermons.  On February 20, I preached on being a caring community.  In the sermon I said “I believe that the difficulty that we face in caring for one another is not a lack in desire but our pride; it is our big egos.  Our egos keep us from admitting our need.  Our egos keep us from letting others in.  Our egos pass judgment on those whom we consider weak.  Or for some, our egos tell us that we are weak when we admit that we have needs.  Our egos keep us at arms length from each other so that we miss out on the intimacy that we desire; intimacy that comes from admitting our needs and asking for and receiving help.”  

I must admit that it was easier to say those words than to live by them.  In your gracious care of our family during Crystal’s surgery and subsequent setbacks we have been blessed.  Any time I receive such a show of support I struggle to accept it as a gift of grace.  I want to be independent, I want to be seen as strong in the face of adversity; I want to believe that I can handle things on my own.  And yet, in the midst of our load suddenly becoming a burden it is only by the generous care of the congregation that we have been able to bear through it.  For your support and care though this time I am grateful.  And I am also grateful that your service has presented another opportunity for pride to give way to humility and that we might experience the intimacy of love offered and received in our faith community.  

The Worship Committee has decided to add a new resource to our music making…Sing the Story.  We’ve been using songs from it for quite some time, and it’s time to purchase a set for AMC.  In your mailbox you will find an order form you can fill out if you wish to sponsor a copy (or more) for the congregation.  The cheque, if you use one, should be made out to AMC with a notation that it’s for Sing the Story.  You may give your order to Andrea Hildebrand or Rudy Krahn.  Thank you.

Helping Pakistan Build A Brighter Tomorrow - Every Sunday the Sunday school kids have been bringing in money to go towards helping the flood victims of Pakistan.  They have done a fabulous job. So far they have raised over $700.  Way to go!  This project will run for a few more months.  Our goal is to open this up to the rest of the congregation.  Ways to contribute:  Every $20 raised adds a paper sun to the display.  You can buy a sun for $20 or put your donation of your choice into the container at the back of the church.   Any questions please talk to Sandra Klassen, Kim Batchelor, or Lorrie Wiebe.  Thank you for your support.  The Missions and Services Committee
Baptism and Membership - If you are interested in baptism or transferring your membership to AMC talk to Dan Kehler or any one from the Spiritual Advisory Committee.  A service of baptism is planned for this spring.  
AMC FAMILY cont… 

AMC 50th Anniversary Planning Committee - It’s time to dig through those old photo albums, boxes of pictures or slides or your computer files in search of pictures that will help to tell the story of AMC’s 50 years.  Pictures or memorabilia of Christmas concerts, church picnics, retreats, baptisms, special services or events, youth events or service projects would be welcome.  The pictures will become part of a large display on the weekend celebrations, August 10-12, 2012.  Please label pictures carefully so we can identify the people and events, and so that we can return them after the weekend.  Items may be placed in Dave Regehr’s mailbox or emailed to dhregehr @yahoo.ca.

The Sunday School children will be collecting non-perishable food items for the Rhineland Area Food Bank during our worship service on the first Sunday of each month.  Please remember to donate!

Coffee, scripture and discussion group will meet Tuesday mornings at 10:30 am at AMC.  All are invited.  Please read the scripture below to   
prepare for discussion. 
Ezekiel 37:1-14           Psalm 130            Romans 8:6-11             John 11:1-45

Birthdays:  April 3 – Bretlyn Loewen; April 4- Delilah Klassen; April 7 – Olly Penner
Prayer Requests
      Please pray for Dan and Crystal.  Crystal is at home recuperating after her March 15 surgery and subsequent setbacks. 
      Pray for our new conference leaders. MC Manitoba Executive Director – Ken Warkentin.  MC Canada General Secretary – Willard Metzger
    Pray for the people of North Africa, and in particular, Libya, as hostilities escalate.   
      Let’s remember to pray for our elderly homebound members, Eva Falk, Katharina Zacharias and Tina Rempel.
      Please pray for Phil and Julie Bender our MC Canada Witness mission partners in China. 
      Mennonite Church Manitoba is praying for… the youth groups within MCM participating in service/learning trips during the spring break.  Pray that these experiences might strengthen their faith and be a blessing to the communities that they will serve.

     Mennonite Church Canada is praying for… the health, safety and security of the people of Japan.  Mennonite Church Canada’s partner church in Burkina Faso needs local pastors.  Pray that God will bring forth leaders with sufficient education to pursue theological studies as well as the resources to provide adequate worship facilities.  Pray that believers will place their complete trust in God.
 If you would like to add or remove any prayer requests, please call the church office.
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 If you would like to add or remove any prayer requests, please call the church office.
COMMUNITY
Does anyone have an interest in making hearty snacks for our after school drop-in time at the Youth for Christ Station?  What we are looking for is a group of ladies or men that enjoy cooking to serve snacks like nachos, cinnamon buns, cookies etc; to students grades 4-6 who may be attending the Station after school on Wednesdays starting sometime in the middle of April.  

If you would like to volunteer your time, you may contact Larry Reimer by e-mail:  yfcaltona@mts.net or at The Station 324-5659/Cell 324-7280.
Altona & District Palliative Care Soup & Pie Fundraising to be held Tuesday, April 12, 4:30-7:00 pm at the Altona Bergthaler Church.  Donations gratefully accepted.  Any questions call Leona at 324-6223 or e-mail glnickel@wiband.ca.
 

Eastview Place volunteers are invited for an evening of coffee, cake and music by music therapist, Joel Klassen.  We would love to show our appreciation to all our wonderful volunteers (choirs, bakers, drivers, servers, visitors, bingo players, preachers, musicians, etc.) on Tuesday, April 12 at 7:00 pm at Eastview Place.
On behalf of the Hunger and Homelessness group of Parkside Jr. High, we would like your congregation to consider donating the following items to the Siloam Mission: adult backpacks, tooth brushes, playing cards, deodorant, Band-Aids, canned food or jackets of any kind.  Please keep the donations at your church and they will be picked up early April.  Thank you.  


The Eden Foundation would like to invite you to the Winkler Community Male Choir’s Easter performance on Saturday, April 16, 7:30 pm at the Winkler Bergthaler Mennonite Church, 252 6th St.  Come and be blessed by the choir’s message of HOPE as they perform Easter songs and songs from their newly released CD, He Never Failed Me.  An opportunity will be given to support Eden’s Mental Health Recovery programs.  For more information see poster on main bulletin board or check Eden’s website www.edenhealth.mb.ca. 
Rhineland Area Food Bank.  Remember to donate regularly.  For cash donations, take an envelope from the top of AMC’s mailboxes and include your name and address so a receipt can be issued.  Current needs:  pasta, canned meat, peanut butter, powdered milk, cereal, powdered juice, canned vegetables and canned fruit.  Thank you for your continued support.
MENNONITE CENTRAL COMMITTEE

MCC is having their annual Plant Sale, May 27-28.  Do you like to start bedding plants but don’t have enough garden space or friends with whom to share?  This is a great opportunity to share your expertise by growing plants for the Plant Sale to be held in conjunction with the Quilt Show.  For more information, contact Linda Enns 204-478-1530 or janzen5@mymts.net.  
COMMUNITY
Does anyone have an interest in making hearty snacks for our after school drop-in time at the Youth for Christ Station?  What we are looking for is a group of ladies or men that enjoy cooking to serve snacks like nachos, cinnamon buns, cookies etc; to students grades 4-6 who may be attending the Station after school on Wednesdays starting sometime in the middle of April.  

If you would like to volunteer your time, you may contact Larry Reimer by e-mail:  yfcaltona@mts.net or at The Station 324-5659/Cell 324-7280.
Altona & District Palliative Care Soup & Pie Fundraising to be held Tuesday, April 12, 4:30-7:00 pm at the Altona Bergthaler Church.  Donations gratefully accepted.  Any questions call Leona at 324-6223 or e-mail glnickel@wiband.ca.
 
Eastview Place volunteers are invited for an evening of coffee, cake and music by music therapist, Joel Klassen.  We would love to show our appreciation to all our wonderful volunteers (choirs, bakers, drivers, servers, visitors, bingo players, preachers, musicians, etc.) on Tuesday, April 12 at 7:00 pm at Eastview Place.
On behalf of the Hunger and Homelessness group of Parkside Jr. High, we would like your congregation to consider donating the following items to the Siloam Mission: adult backpacks, tooth brushes, playing cards, deodorant, Band-Aids, canned food or jackets of any kind.  Please keep the donations at your church and they will be picked up early April.  Thank you.  


The Eden Foundation would like to invite you to the Winkler Community Male Choir’s Easter performance on Saturday, April 16, 7:30 pm at the Winkler Bergthaler Mennonite Church, 252 6th St.  Come and be blessed by the choir’s message of HOPE as they perform Easter songs and songs from their newly released CD, He Never Failed Me.  An opportunity will be given to support Eden’s Mental Health Recovery programs.  For more information see poster on main bulletin board or check Eden’s website www.edenhealth.mb.ca. 
Rhineland Area Food Bank.  Remember to donate regularly.  For cash donations, take an envelope from the top of AMC’s mailboxes and include your name and address so a receipt can be issued.  Current needs:  pasta, canned meat, peanut butter, powdered milk, cereal, powdered juice, canned vegetables and canned fruit.  Thank you for your continued support.
MENNONITE CENTRAL COMMITTEE

MCC is having their annual Plant Sale, May 27-28.  Do you like to start bedding plants but don’t have enough garden space or friends with whom to share?  This is a great opportunity to share your expertise by growing plants for the Plant Sale to be held in conjunction with the Quilt Show.  For more information, contact Linda Enns 204-478-1530 or janzen5@mymts.net.  
MENNONITE CENTRAL COMMITTEE cont…
MCC is recruiting for the following salaried position: Assistant Editor/Typesetter for Die Mennonitische Post, located in Steinbach, MB.  For more information or to apply please contact Marsha Jones at the MCC Canada office, phone (204) 261-6381 or e-mail mgj@mennonitecc.ca.  For a complete assignment description see the MCC web site www.mcc.org/serve or job description posted on main bulletin board. 

CANADIAN MENNONITE UNIVERSITY
CMU invites inquiries and applications for the position Director of Outtatown School of Discipleship.  CMU has over 1,700 students at its Shaftesbury Campus, at Menno Simons College, and through its Outtatown discipleship program.  For full postings go to www.cmu.ca.  

Tap your toes at the CMU Jazz concert featuring the CMU Jazz Band and the vocal Jazz ensemble Wholey Jazz.   Concert will take place at CMU’s Great Hall 
on Monday, April 4 at 7:30 pm.  Admission is $5. 

You are invited to CMU’s Spring Concert at the Loewen Athletic Centre on Saturday April 16 at 7:30 pm.  The concert will be featuring four choirs: CMU Singers, CMU Chamber Choir, CMU Women's Chorus and Men's Chorus, CMU Jazz Band and Wholey Jazz, CMU's vocal jazz group.  
Plan to attend CMU’s Convocation Services honouring the 2010-2011 class on Sunday, April 17.   Baccalaureate Services at Loewen Athletic Centre, (500 Shaftesbury Blvd.) 10:00 am and Graduation Exercises at Immanuel Pentecostal Church, (955 Wilkes Ave.) 2:00 pm.  All are welcome. 

MENNONITE CHURCH MANITOBA
Please join us for Frohe Botschaft, a German language worship service broadcast on Sunday morning at 7:30 am on CFAM / CHSM / CJRB.  In April Pastor Menno Janzen from the Winkler Bergthaler Mennonite Church will present a sermon series entitled: Auf dem Weg des Heils.

CAMPS WITH MEANING - www.campswithmeaning.org/204-895-2267
The early bird deadline for camper registration is April 8. 

Camps with Meaning has a Wish List for 2011.  If you have something to contribute, please check the poster on the main bulletin board for the items needed.

Camps with Meaning are in need of counselors for the summer, specifically senior counselors (one year removed from high school) both male and female.  Contact the Camps with Meaning office or go online to get a staff application (www.campswithmeaning.org; click on summer and follow the links).
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CAMPS WITH MEANING cont…
Camps with Meaning applications for summer staff 2011 are available on the Camp website as well as on the main bulletin board.  Come be a part of this important ministry of MCM. 

MENNONITE HERITAGE GALLERY
A double exhibit Prairie Horizons by Alfred Siemens and Mennonite Women Evolving by Bev Friesen and Gail Sawatzky will be shown till April 30.  
CONCERT
Steve Bell and Band with the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra at the Centennial Concert Hall on Saturday, April 16.  For more information see poster on main bulletin board or visit www.stevebell.com.   
CAMPS WITH MEANING cont…
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ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR LATER DATE!
Be you a novice or an expert; come join us for the annual Birding Retreat this year at Camp Moose Lake, May 27-29.  Learn about the wide variety of birds that call camp home.  Contact the office (895-2267) for more details or go to the Camps with Meaning website, www.campswithmeaning.org.  
Camp Moose Lake Workday is May 13-14.   For details see poster on main bulletin board. 
Mennonite Church Manitoba Prayers for April

April 10

Thank God for the inspiration and challenge for Terry LeBlanc to continue building bridges between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal peoples

April 17

Praise for all those who make sacrifices to send kids or help send kids to camp.

April 24

Pray that Camps with Meaning will find the necessary staff and volunteers it needs to run the children’s summer program.

All committee secretaries, please remember to forward the minutes of your meetings to Vicki Kehler for distribution. 

MENNONITE CENTRAL COMMITTEE
Families Walking for Families Walk-a-Thon is Saturday, June 11, 8:00 am-12:00 pm. This 3 km walk will start and end at CMU’s North Campus.  All funds will go towards MCC's Global Family Plan.  We are looking for two and three generation family groups as well as individuals to participate.  Suggested sponsorship amounts for a family group is $100 and $50 for individuals.  Sponsorship books are available by calling Rudy Friesen at 204-488-0916.  There will be free breakfast for all participants. 
Mennonite Church Canada prayer list for April
April 10

Pray that Karen and Andrew Suderman, Mennonite Church Canada workers in South Africa, will experience God’s guidance as they lay groundwork to formalize the Anabaptist Network in South Africa (ANiSA), and attentive ears to listen and to learn from those whom they meet.
April 17

Palm Sunday

On this Palm Sunday, we offer our hope, our worship, and our love to the Lord God our Creator.  Pray that we might live as God’s holy people who praise God, and thank God for enduring, saving, suffering love.  Pray that we might see as God sees, live in God’s way, and be living examples of God’s grace in a troubled world.
April 24

Easter Sunday

As we praise God on this Easter Sunday, thank God for the power of forgiving, life giving love and for the salvation we enjoy because of Jesus. Pray that the Holy Spirit will empower us to be living examples of God’s grace, sharing the holy love that can transform lives and communities.







