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Welcome to our Worship Service





               Palm Sunday

                                     Called to Worship

Prelude

Palm Sunday Procession - Cong. Hymn (hand out) 


         Holy Lord 
Welcome

Greeting One Another & Announcements

Call to Worship:

Leader:  This is the day the Lord has made.

People:  Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Leader:  Let us rejoice in all our Lord has done,

All:  for it is marvelous in our eyes.  Hosanna!  We bless the One who 
       comes in the name of the Lord!

Prayer of Invocation

Cong. Hymn  WB#51





     Let the whole creation cry

Scripture Reading:  Isaiah 50:4-9a

Confession:

Lord, we are isolated and alone,


our failures are visible for all to see.

Our days pour out like sand,


our years fade and are gone. 



We are afraid to hope.

We confess to the Lord...

(Silence)

Lord, we trust in you.

Redeem us now, we pray.

To you, Lord, we commit all our hope and all our worship.  Amen.

Cong. Hymn  STS#113  



            I will stand in the congregation 
Scripture Readings:  Psalm 31:9-16; Philippians 2:5-11

Story/Scripture:  Matthew 21:1-11


Crowd:  Hosanna!  Save us, Jesus!  Hosanna!  Praise to David's Son!  God bless him who comes in the name of the Lord!  Praise be to God!  Hosanna to Jesus!  Hosanna!  Hosanna!  
Hosanna!

Cong. Hymn  WB#239



                   Ride on, ride on in majesty

Message

                     Who is Jesus?

                     Dan Kehler
Offering/Offertory             Meditation on ‘Wondrous Love’          Herbert Colvin
Lenten Reflections

Prayers of the Congregation

Cong. Hymn  WB#530  vs. 1-3


            What wondrous love is this

Benediction

Cong. Hymn  WB#530  vs. 4



            What wondrous love is this

Postlude

*******************************************************
Worship Leader:   Nancy Neufeld     Song Leader:  Lori Hiebert
Accompanist:  Loren Hiebert/Edna Zacharias

AMC WEEK
Monday


AMC Auxiliary at 6:30 pm 
Tuesday


Morning Coffee and Bible Study at 10:30 am
Wednesday

Choir practice for Good Friday, United Church at 7:30  pm     
Thursday


Maundy Thursday service at 7:00 pm
Friday


Good Friday – 10:15 am Cross walk at AMC with service to 
                            follow at the United Church, 10:45 am
Sunday


Easter Sunday paska breakfast at 9:30, Pastor Dan will                       
                            speaking
AMC CALENDAR
Tuesday, April 26 

Morning Coffee and Bible Study at 10:30 am

Tuesday, April 26

Council meeting at 7:00 pm

Saturday, April 30

Worship committee retreat – 9:00 am
Sunday, May 1

Ken Warkentin will be speaking
AMC FAMILY 

How have you been Called and Shaped by Jesus this Lenten season?   If you would like to share your experience of Becoming Human through our worship as we move closer to the cross of Good Friday we would be blessed to hear it.  During the Maundy Thursday service, time will be given to share your journey.  
AMC FAMILY cont…
Thank you, Steve Penner for designing the Palm Sunday and Easter bulletins.  

A special thank you to Marlene Dyck and Barb Wiebe for providing the visual art for this Lenten season and to Rudy Krahn for the lighting.  

AMC Auxiliary is having a cooking night on Monday, April 18 at W. C. Miller’s kitchen with Chef Christopher Alexander.  Please note that our start time will be 6:30 pm (we’ll meet at the front doors).  Cost is $12.  Roll Call:  bring items for the Food Bank.  Come prepared for a tasty and fun experience!


Please join us for Easter Sunday brunch on April 24 at 9:30 am.  Bring paska, fruit and hard-boiled eggs.  Set up is group 3 and clean up is group 1.
Singers of AMC…there will be a Good Friday choir with singers from the United Church.  The director will be Dave Regehr accompanied by Hildie Regehr.  The practice will be on Wednesday, April 20 at 7:30 pm.  

Sunday School teacher appreciation breakfast will be Sunday, May 1 at 8:30 am.  To RSVP please contact Lorraine at 6980.  Thank you.
The Education Committee would like help identifying all those graduating from high school, college or university in 2011.  Please leave a note in the Sunday school mailbox with the graduate’s name, school name and diploma or degree received.  Thank you.

Baptism and Membership - If you are interested in baptism or transferring your membership to AMC talk to Dan Kehler or any one from the Spiritual Advisory Committee.  A service of baptism is planned for June 12.  

The Worship Committee has decided to add a new resource to our music making…Sing the Story.  We’ve been using songs from it for quite some time, and it’s time to purchase a set for AMC.  In your mailbox you will find an order form you can fill out if you wish to sponsor a copy (or more) for the congregation.  The cheque, if you use one, should be made out to AMC with a notation that it’s for Sing the Story.  You may give your order to Andrea Hildebrand or Rudy Krahn.  Thank you.
AMC FAMILY cont… 

Helping Pakistan Build A Brighter Tomorrow - Every Sunday the Sunday school kids have been bringing in money to go towards helping the flood victims of Pakistan.  They have done a fabulous job. So far they have raised over $700.  Way to go!  This project will run for a few more months.  Our goal is to open this up to the rest of the congregation.  Ways to contribute:  Every $20 raised adds a paper sun to the display.  You can buy a sun for $20 or put your donation of your choice into the container at the back of the church.   Any questions please talk to Sandra Klassen, Kim Batchelor, or Lorrie Wiebe.  Thank you for your support.  The Missions and Services Committee
AMC 50th Anniversary Planning Committee - It’s time to dig through those old photo albums, boxes of pictures or slides or your computer files in search of pictures that will help to tell the story of AMC’s 50 years.  Pictures or memorabilia of Christmas concerts, church picnics, retreats, baptisms, special services or events, youth events or service projects would be welcome.  The pictures will become part of a large display on the weekend celebrations, August 10-12, 2012.  Please label pictures carefully so we can identify the people and events, and so that we can return them after the weekend.  Items may be placed in Dave Regehr’s mailbox or emailed to dhregehr @yahoo.ca.

The Sunday School children will be collecting non-perishable food items for the Rhineland Area Food Bank during our worship service on the first Sunday of each month.  Please remember to donate!

Coffee, scripture and discussion group will meet Tuesday mornings at 10:30 am at AMC.  All are invited.  Please read the scripture below to   
prepare for discussion. 
Acts 10:34-43; Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; Colossians 3:1-4;John 20:1-18;
Matthew 28:1-10


Birthdays:  April 17 – Thomas Wiebe; April 19 – Lori Hiebert & Sean Hildebrand; April 23 – Harry Wiens 
Anniversary:  April 18 – Lloyd & Lorrie Wiebe

13 years
Thank you to all of you who have extended so much sympathy, understanding and comfort to me during this past time while my sister has been so ill and after her passing.  The funeral was held on April 13 at the Fort Garry Fellowship church in Winnipeg, and her burial followed at Green Acres Memorial Gardens.  Thank you again, Marlene Plett.  
AMC FAMILY cont… 
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AMC FAMILY cont…
Prayer Requests 
     Our love and sympathy is extended to Tina Rempel and Marge and Leroy at the passing of Tina’s sister Agatha Granlie, of Winkler.  

     We also extend our love and sympathy to Marlene Plett at the passing of her sister Ellie Cmela.  

     Please pray for Don and Barb Wiebe.  Don’s mother Anne Wiebe of Winkler has decided to suspend further treatments at this time.  

     Continue to pray for Crystal as she is slowly healing.  We also thank God for all the love and kindness you have shown us during this time.  

     Pray for our new conference leaders. MC Manitoba Executive Director – Ken Warkentin.  MC Canada General Secretary – Willard Metzger
     Let’s remember to pray for our elderly homebound members, Eva Falk, Katharina Zacharias and Tina Rempel.
      Please pray for Phil and Julie Bender our MC Canada Witness mission partners in China. 
      Mennonite Church Manitoba is praying for… all those who make sacrifices to send kids or help send kids to camp.
      Mennonite Church Canada is praying for… this Palm Sunday, as we offer our hope, our worship, and our love to the Lord God our Creator.  Pray that we might live as God’s holy people who praise God, and thank God for enduring, saving, suffering love.  Pray that we might see as God sees, live in God’s way, and be living examples of God’s grace in a troubled world.

 If you would like to add or remove any prayer requests, please call the church office.
COMMUNITY
Altona's Emergency Operation Team is looking for volunteers who could provide assistance to flood evacuees at the town's reception centre.  Volunteers would help in setting up the centre, taking registrations, drivers, runners, daycare, security or greeting those families who have been evacuated.  Altona residents are also being asked to open their homes for billeting families or allowing campers to park on their driveways.  For more information please contact the Altona Town office at 324-6468.

Altona’s senior choir invites you to their Spring Concert today, 7:00 pm at the Altona Sommerfelder Church.  All are welcome.  See poster on main bulletin for further details.  
Eden Health Care Services invites you to there grand re-opening and open house for the Mennonite Addictions Services counselling offices at 309 Main Street, ALG Professional Centre, Winkler.  The event will be Friday, April 15, 3:00 pm -6:00 pm with dedication program at 5:00 pm.  Counsellors and board members will be on hand to meet and greet.
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COMMUNITY cont…

Rhineland Area Food Bank.  Remember to donate regularly.  For cash donations, take an envelope from the top of AMC’s mailboxes and include your name and address so a receipt can be issued.  Current needs:  pasta, canned meat, peanut butter, powdered milk, cereal, powdered juice, canned vegetables and canned fruit.  Thank you for your continued support.
MENNONITE CENTRAL COMMITTEE

MCC is seeking to fill the position: Director of Programs.  The Director of Programs reports to the MCC Executive Director and works jointly with the Director of Programs (MCC U.S.) to manage all aspects of international programs.  This position ensures that outcomes are achieved based on a strategic plan that is approved by both the MCC and MCC U.S. boards.  Visit http://mcc.org/serve/positions/director-programs-mcc-canada-mccc to apply or  for further information.  

MCC is seeking to fill the position of Program Assistant.  This is a salaried, part-time position.  A full job description will be available at http://mcc.org/serve.  Application deadline is April 26.  Please send a cover letter and resume to Janelle Siemens at jms@mennonitecc.ca.

MCC is having their annual Plant Sale, May 27-28.  Do you like to start bedding plants but don’t have enough garden space or friends with whom to share?  This is a great opportunity to share your expertise by growing plants for the Plant Sale to be held in conjunction with the Quilt Show.  For more information, contact Linda Enns 204-478-1530 or janzen5@mymts.net.  
CANADIAN MENNONITE UNIVERSITY
CMU invites inquiries and applications for the position of Director of Enrolment. For full details go to www.cmu.ca.  

Plan to attend CMU’s Convocation Services honouring the 2010-2011 class today.   Baccalaureate Services at Loewen Athletic Centre, (500 Shaftesbury Blvd.) 10:00 am and Graduation Exercises at Immanuel Pentecostal Church, (955 Wilkes Ave.) 2:00 pm.  All are welcome. 
Celebrate Outtatown 2010-2011 graduation today by attending the Outtatown dessert reception for students, family & friends at 2:15 pm.  After reception Outtatown Graduation Ceremony will follow from 3:30 pm-5:00 pm at the Loewen Athletic Centre.  All are welcome. 
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MENNONITE CHURCH CANADA

It’s Epic: Remembering God’s Future will be the topic at the Mennonite Church Canada Assembly this summer in Waterloo Ont. (July 4-8).  There will be many friends, a special Sarah Harmer concert, awesome worship music, and inspiration overflowing at the Assembly.  Everything you want to know about this even including online registration, can be found at www.mennonitechurch.ca/tiny/1500, or by calling 1-866-888-6785.
MENNONITE CHURCH MANITOBA
Online registration is now available for the Youth Assembly in Waterloo!    To register online go to http://events.mennonitechurch.ca/Default.aspx.  For Manitoba transportation arrangements contact Kathy Giesbrecht at Mennonite Church Manitoba at 1-204-896-1616.  If you have questions or need assistance call Anna Rehan at 1-306-249-4844 or email at arehan@mennonitechurch.ca.
Please join us for Frohe Botschaft, a German language worship service broadcast on Sunday morning at 7:30 am on CFAM / CHSM / CJRB.  In April Pastor Menno Janzen from the Winkler Bergthaler Mennonite Church will present a sermon series entitled: Auf dem Weg des Heils.

CAMPS WITH MEANING - www.campswithmeaning.org/204-895-2267
Remember to sign your child up for summer camp!  There are still available spaces.  If you know of a child who would benefit from going to camp, encourage them to apply today (funding is available).  Please contact us for funding information.  
Camps with Meaning require a Food Services Coordinator at Camp Koinonia for a one-year term beginning May 16, 2011.  The position is full-time.  A full job description is available at www.campswithmeaning.org or poster on main bulletin board.   Direct inquiries to Sheldon Dyck, Camp Koinonia Manager, at 1-204-534-2504 or campkoinonia@xplornet.com
Camp is looking for individuals willing to work the last two weeks of camp as counselors for our youth camps (August 14-19 & 21-26).  Individuals 20 years of age and older who enjoy interacting with high school youth are great candidates for this role.  There are other openings throughout the summer in areas of counselors and support staff roles (cooks, maintenances, health officers, camp pastors).  Be a part of camp ministry this summer.


Camps with Meaning applications for summer staff 2011 are available on the Camp website as well as on the main bulletin board.  Come be a part of this important ministry of MCM. 
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Questions used for discussion from April 9 planning meeting
                                      Questions for Discussion

In our Congregation

AMC has a rich history of including the visual arts in worship.  There is a desire for this to continue in unique, creative and modern ways.  In light of this desire, is there a need to install a projector and screen for the sanctuary to include the visual elements it could offer to our worship experience?

To Consider

How have the visual arts in worship been meaningful to you?

What are ways you could envision a projector enhancing our worship experience? 

How might a screen and projector detract from our worship experience?

Summer worship services: Should AMC consider not holding services on the July and August long weekends this year?

Questions for Discussion

In our Surrounding Communities

1) Community Garden

The idea of a community garden has been circulating in Altona for a number of years.  Several client groups have been identified as possible partners in this venture.  The need for fresh produce at the Food Bank and the possibility of Food Bank clients working with the garden is one area.  Another is a desire expressed by newcomers to the community through Build a Village to have access to land to grow their own food and be mentored in local gardening practices.  To date, there has been no solid leadership for this venture.  Would you be in favor of a group from AMC investigating a community garden project that could include other churches and local organizations?  

      To Consider

Those who have yards or have the means to purchase often take access to fresh local produce for granted.  A community garden would allow a broad range of people to have access to land for the purpose of producing fresh local produce.  

What are some of the benefits of this?

What are some of the obstacles that might be in the way?

Would you be willing to help with such a project should it become viable?
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2) Build a Village

Build a Village has been operating in Altona bringing internationally displaced persons into Canada.  AMC’s current involvement is to encourage individuals to respond to requests made by the local Build a Village committee.  As this is a viable international ministry that partners with MCC that has it origins within the local area it has been suggested that AMC formally partner with this ministry. Would you be in favor of moving forward with such a partnership?

To Consider

To be involved directly with the lives of newcomers to Canada is a large commitment.  It is not without its risks but it also comes with the possibility of many blessings.  Would you be willing to be personally involved with new families to Altona?

Questions for Discussion

In our Larger World

Christian Education and Biblical Literacy are a significant part of the ministry at AMC.  As the world has become a global village, our understanding of who we are as Christians in the world has become increasingly complex.  Would you be in favor of the church commissions working more closely at providing a greater integration in our worship, education ministries, bringing a greater awareness of our mission in the world?  

To Consider 

What shapes our context of being God’s people here and now?  

What are some of the issues that we see as important and would like to give our attention to explore?

Who would decide what themes and issues to pursue?  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR LATER DATE!

CONCERT
ARISE!  Is the theme of the Faith and Life Choirs Spring Concert with guest soloist: Michael Martens at MCI’s Buhler Hall on May 15 at 3:00 pm.  A freewill offering for the choir ministry will be taken.  See poster on main bulletin for more information.  
Camp Assiniboia invites you to their 3rd Annual Mother's Day Lunch Fundraiser and Dessert Auction at Camp Assiniboia on Sunday, May 8 at 12:30 pm.  For reservations call 204-864-2159 ext. 104.  See main bulletin board poster for more details.  

All committee secretaries, please remember to forward the minutes of your meetings to Vicki Kehler for distribution. 

Camp Moose Lake’s Workday is May 13-14.   For details see poster on main bulletin board. 
Be you a novice or an expert; come join us for the annual Birding Retreat this year at Camp Moose Lake, May 27-29.  Learn about the wide variety of birds that call camp home.  Contact the office (895-2267) for more details or go to the Camps with Meaning website, www.campswithmeaning.org.  
Mennonite Church Manitoba Prayers for April

April 24

Pray that Camps with Meaning will find the necessary staff and volunteers it needs to run the children’s summer program.

Mennonite Church Canada prayer list for April
April 24

Easter Sunday

As we praise God on this Easter Sunday, thank God for the power of forgiving, life giving love and for the salvation we enjoy because of Jesus. Pray that the Holy Spirit will empower us to be living examples of God’s grace, sharing the holy love that can transform lives and communities.
MENNONITE CENTRAL COMMITTEE
Families Walking for Families Walk-a-Thon is Saturday, June 11, 8:00 am-12:00 pm. This 3 km walk will start and end at CMU’s North Campus.  All funds will go towards MCC's Global Family Plan.  We are looking for two and three generation family groups as well as individuals to participate.  Suggested sponsorship amounts for a family group is $100 and $50 for individuals.  Sponsorship books are available by calling Rudy Friesen at 204-488-0916.  There will be free breakfast for all participants. 
CONCERT

On Sunday, May 8, 7:00 pm the Junior Choir from Sargent Avenue Mennonite Church will present the musical, The Rock Slinger and His Greatest Hit - the story of David and Goliath.  The choir is under the direction of Lori Wiebe and accompanied by Mel Braun, Robb Balacko, Chris Rempel and Micah Braun.  An offering will be received.  For more information see poster on main bulletin.  
CMU
May/June – During May and June consider taking one of CMU’s one-week intensive courses in theological studies, either for graduate credit or simply to deepen your understanding. Options include “Parables of Jesus through Mid-Eastern Eyes,” “Ministry in Multi-Cultural Perspective,” “Pastoral Care and Counselling,” or “Discerning Missional Vocation.” For a schedule and course syllabi see http://www.cmu.ca/programs/grad_courses_offered.html. 

May 9 to 13 – The School of Writing at CMU invites you to attend the Spring Literary Festival. All readings take place in the Great Hall at 7 pm (note Friday’s exception) and are free and open to the public. Visit http://www.cmu.ca/schoolofwriting/index.html for full details. 

June 6 to 24 – Plan to attend Canadian School of Peacebuilding this summer and take your choice of five-day courses alongside peacebuilders from around the world.  Learn various approaches to peacebuilding, justice, reconciliation, conflict resolution and development within this international network. All courses are available for professional development or academic credit.  Visit  http://www.cmu.ca/csop
June 14  –  Mark the 10th Anniversary of the CMU President’s Golf Classic and join golfers at the Kingswood Golf and Country Club in La Salle, Manitoba, for an unforgettable day of golf, food, and fellowship. To participate fill out an online registration form , contact Dylan Tarnowsky at 204.487.3300 or email golfclassic@cmu.ca. 
Http://media.cmu.ca is a new media tool in CMU’s communications tool belt. Launched in February, this is a dynamic, single news and story website that gathers news releases relating to events, video stories from students, and various arms of CMU, along with audio capture of lectures and conferences. Check it out at media.cmu.ca
 







